Black Sea Synergy – bringing the region closer to the EU

In April 2007 the European Commission put forward a new co-operation initiative of the European Union for the Black Sea region under the framework of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP). The “Black Sea Synergy” aims at developing co-operation within the Black Sea region itself and between the region and the EU and thus focusing the political attention at the regional level and invigorating an ongoing cooperation process. There are significant opportunities and challenges in the Black Sea area that require coordianted action at the regional level. Enhanced regional cooperation is not intended to deal directly with long-standing conflicts in the region, but it could generate more mututal confidence and, over time, could help remove some of the obstacles that stand in the way. Given the confluence of cultures in the Black Sea area, growing regional cooperation could also have beneficial effects beyond the region itself. 

The main cooperation areas include good governance, movement and security, energy, transport, environment, maritime policy, fisheries, trade, education, science and technology, employment and social affairs, regional development. 

In February 2008 in Kiev took place the first ministerial conference on the Black Sea Synergy, which brought together all the major political actors involved in shaping the future of the region thus promoting inclusiveness.

The key achievements of the BSS so far include the definition of the Black Sea region as a single distinct policy area, a unit of analysis, by raising the policy profile of the region and since then paving the way for a more coherent EU approach towards the region as a whole. It also promoted the concept of regional cooperation, not only between the EU and the region, but also within the region thus making local inclusion a key element. The initiative endorsed the idea of solving problems which require region-wide efforts and also with its project oriented character in areas of common interests – with a particular emphasis on environment and transport – has made the whole initiative more realistic and has thus created the conditions for a spillover effect to other areas of policies, including high politics such as energy and security issues. 

Key documents:

· Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament «Black Sea Synergy- a new regional cooperation initiative», COM (2007) 160 final

· Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament «Report on the first year of implementation of the Black Sea Synergy», COM (2008) 391 final

· Joint Statement of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the countries of the European Union and of the wider Black Sea area

