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‘Territorial systems in Europe: 

Which are the various existing models? 

How do they perform? ’ 

A joint AER / ConstruirIdeias event

15 September 2010
Sintra (Portugal)
Seminar overview
After the « no » at the referendum on regionalisation in 1998, Portugal is currently discussing again a reform of its territorial structure. Whilst the debate shows a clear consensus on the need to move towards more decentralisation, the question now is: Which kind of decentralised structure does Portugal need? What can we learn from the experience of other countries in Europe which went through the same process?  Are decentralised systems necessarily more expensive and more complex? What can we learn from the experience of the Azores or Madeira, having a special autonomy status? To what extent do decentralised structures help countries to better face current challenges, such as the economic crisis, demographic and climate changes, governance and democratic participation? 

These questions will be at the heart of the Seminar ‘Territorial systems in Europe:  Which are the various existing models? How do they perform? ’, jointly organised on 15 September in Sintra, Portugal, by the Assembly of European Regions (AER) and the Think Tank ConstruirIdeias.

Models from various countries in Europe will be presented by elected decision-makers and practitioners. The AER study ‘From subsidiarity to success’, as well as the recently published AER report on territorial systems in Europe, which covers each of the 47 Member States of the Council of Europe, will guide the discussions. The debates will also benefit from the expertise of the Think Tank ConstruirIdeias. 

We invite all AER members and Portuguese decision-makers to attend this event, to get an understanding of the various decentralised models in Europe and a unique overview on how they actually perform. 

Target public
Our Seminar will gather Portuguese elected decision-makers, delegates from AER member Regions, together with academics and experts. 

For any questions on the content of the event, please contact:

Agnès Ciccarone, Senior Policy Coordinator: a.ciccarone@aer.eu 

For questions on the practical aspects of the event, please contact:

Alexandra Campos, Secretary general of ConstruirIdeias: 

alexandra.construirideias@gmail.com 
Registration forms soon available under: 

http://www.aer.eu/events/standing-committee-on-institutional-affairs/2010/dezentralisation-conference-portugal.html 
The organisers
With more than 270 regions from 33 countries and 16 interregional organisations, the Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the largest independent network of regions in wider Europe. As such, AER is probably best placed to deliver relevant input to the questions on decentralisation, and feed into the ongoing debate in Portugal. It is also a timely event for AER, which is celebrating this year its 25th Anniversary and has just published a detailed report on the territorial systems in each of the 47 States members of the Council of Europe.  

www.aer.eu 

Born in 2008, Construir ideias – Strategic Reflexion Platform, has for main goal the development of projects, on the social, political cultural and structural of Portugal, with special incidence in the promotion and increase of political science, and in the performance of studies drive to development of publics politics.
Therefore has been promoting de debate trough its on-line publications, through its website (www.construirideias.pt), conferences and seminars, has been establishing transfers with others entities for cooperation and divulgation of the Platform domains, and been publishing statements from various personalities from all major areas of political interest on Civil Society. Construir ideias has, in this moment 18 000 followers in all country. 
Draft programme
	Welcome

	09:30
	Welcome by Mr. Fernando Seabra, the Mayor of the Municipality of Sintra, followed by Ms Alexandra Campos, Secretary General of Construir Ideias, and Lars-Gerhard-Westberg, Vice-President of the AER Standing Committee Institutional Affairs


	Opening

	10.15
	Presentation of the AER 2010 Report on Territorial Systems in Europe and Outcome of the AER 2009 study on ‘From subsidiarity to success: The impact of decentralisation on economic growth’, by Klaus Klipp, AER Secretary general



	10.45
	The Construir ideias challenge: ‘A new territorial model for Portugal’, by Mr Rogério Gomes, President of Urbe - National Association of Environment and Territorial Organization



	11:15
	Coffee break



	PART 1: Decentralisation vs Complexity and High Costs – Myths and realities

	11:30
	The example of Carinthia (Austria), Wolfgang Platzer, Secretary General, Working Community Alpen Adria, Carinthia 


	11.50 
	The Dutch model: Example of Flevoland, name of the speaker tbc 



	12:10
	Moderated discussion among the speakers and the audience



	13:00 
	Lunch




	PART 2: How can territorial systems enhance good governance and support democratic participation? 

	14:30
	The Polish model: Testimony from Dolnoslaskie, Marshal Lapinski (invited)


	14.50 


	The French model: The example of Alsace, First Vice-President Reichardt (invited)

	15:10
	Moderated discussion among the speakers and the audience

Moderator: Mr Manuel Frexes, President Autarcas Sociais Democratas



	15.30 
	Coffee break



	PART 3: How well do the various territorial systems in Europe face current challenges? 

	15.45 
	Facing the economic and financial crisis: The experience of Bruxelles-Capitale (B), Baden-Württemberg (D), or Fribourg (CH) name of the speaker tbc


	16.10


	Responding to demographic OR climate change: Testimonies from Västra-Götaland (Sweden), by Tomas Ekberg, Senior Research Officer (invited)

	16.30 
	Lessons learnt from the Azores and Madeira

Interventions by: 

· President of Municipality of Funchal, Madeira, Dr Miguel Albuquerque
· President of Municipality of Ponta Delgada, Azores, Dra. Berta Cabral



	17:00
	Moderated discussion among the speakers and the audience

Moderator: Fernando Ruas, President of the National Association of Portuguese Municipalities



	17.30
	Closing speech by Lars-Gerhard-Westberg, Vice-President of the AER Standing Committee Institutional Affairs, Mr. Vasco Rato, President of Construir Ideias and Mr. Pedro Passos Coelho, Honorary President of Construir Ideias



	18:00
	End of the Seminar


Practical information
Sintra is located at 15km from Lisbon with good train connections. Further information soon available under: 

http://www.aer.eu/events/standing-committee-on-institutional-affairs/2010/dezentralisation-conference-portugal.html 
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