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AER Resolution on Climate Change
Adopted by Committee 1 on 19 September 2007 in Kazan, Tatarstan

The Regions member of the AER Committee 1 Economy & Regional development, gathered in Kazan, Tatarstan (RU), on 19 September 2007

Bearing in mind the negative impacts of climate change on the Regions and their territories, be they environmental, economic, or social

Bearing in mind the outcome of studies which have shown that the current costs of adaptation measures to respond to and prepare for climate changes are far less than the future costs will be to repaid damages that result from such changes,

Bearing in mind that many of the key issues linked to climate change, such as energy, natural resources (in particular water), agriculture, tourism, economic development or transport, are issues dealt with within the AER Committee 1,

In view of the European Commission (EC) Green Paper on Climate Change (‘Adaptation to climate change in Europe - options for EU action’, published on 29 June 2007),  and the EU strategy for sustainable development, 

Adopt the following resolution:

1. We consider that Regions have a key role to play in addressing the issue of climate change and ensuring better quality of life to their inhabitants,

Therefore, we commit to mainstream the issue of climate change in our everyday policies 

2. We consider that the AER, as biggest interregional organisation in Europe, is the most appropriate platform to ensure the identification and exchange of best practices in fields related to climate change. We recognise that not all regions face the same challenges in terms of climate change and this diversity will be reflected in this resolution
Therefore, we decide to bring our full support to the following AER activities and positions: 

· Future EU regional policy post 2013 must work in favour of a true sustainable development of the EU territory, in line with the principle of polycentric development, with enhanced consideration for the Gothenburg objectives and better synergy with other EU policies. 

· Renewable energy sources (RES) and the rationale management of energy must be promoted: we welcome the ad hoc seminars and interregional cooperation projects launched by the AER in this context and support the Declaration of the Regions in favour of RES and energy efficiency 

· Water and water management are key issues for the development of our Regions: we therefore support the setting up of an ad hoc working group on this issue within the AER

· Tourism projects, if they are sustainable, can represent a key economic asset for our Regions: we therefore welcome the activities run by the AER in this context, and in particular the webportal on tourism and ad hoc AER seminars, which contribute to the dissemination of best practices

· Enhancing awareness of SMEs to the challenges of corporate social responsibility (CSR) and the opportunities offered by eco-innovation is necessary, should we wish to conciliate the objectives of economic development and environmental protection: we therefore support the cooperation of the AER with the ECREIN
 network on eco-innovation, started in Stuttgart in June 2007, and welcome the project to hold a Conference on CSR in 2008. 

3. We consider that, thanks to the above-mentioned activities and its long existence, the AER would bring a valuable input to the debate on climate change. 

We therefore call upon the European Commission to allow for a membership of the AER in the European Advisory Group on Adaptation to Climate Change, which the Green Paper suggests to set up.
� ECREIN: European Clusters and Regions for Eco-innovation and Eco-investments Network
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