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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
On 11 September 2008 Eurisy gathered over 150 professionals in Brussels, Belgium, to learn about the benefits local and regional authorities can gain from satellite information and services
 and to discuss the recommendations brought forward by them in the form of a Position Paper.  This document, jointly produced by the Assembly of European Regions and Eurisy, analyses and gives recommendations on how to improve access for local and regional authorities to the benefits of satellite information and services. The participants represented for more than 50% local and regional authorities (LRAs). European decision makers and service providers
 completed the audience.
The Brussels conference, organised in cooperation with the Assembly of European Regions and the Committee of the Regions and supported by the European Commission, the European Space Agency and Infoterra, marked the mid-term of Eurisy’s programme dedicated to Local and Regional Authorities(.
The conference was opened by the Secretary General of the Committee of the Regions, before Eurisy presented its Programme for Local and Regional Authorities.  These presentations were followed by three regions sharing their concrete experience on how the use of satellite information and services helped them to better manage sustainable urban transport, flood mitigation and living in a city with a high level of air pollution.  The best practice examples were followed by a presentation on the socio-economic benefits of the use of satellite information and services and their enabling framework conditions.  Before the Vice President of the Region of Midi-Pyrénées, was given the floor to introduce NEREUS (the Network of European Regions using Space Technologies), the Assembly of European Regions representative presented the Position Paper.  Finally, a round table composed of high-level participants discussed the question of “how to improve the access for local and regional authorities to the benefits of satellite information and services”.(
Conclusions
Building up on the conclusions from previous Eurisy workshops within the framework of this programme, the participants agreed on the following:

· INSUFFICIENT AWARENESS.  One point that has been raised throughout the LRA Programme and repeated in Brussels is the lack in awareness among local, regional, national and European decision makers, as final users
, of the benefits of satellite information and services for improving the life of their citizens.
· MISSING LINK BETWEEN R&D AND OPERATIONAL PHASE.  In line with the conclusions made by the regions during the Eurisy programme and put forward through the Position Paper, the participants of the conference repeatedly identified the missing link between the research/development phase and the operational phase of an application to be a critical point in improving the access of local and regional authorities to the benefits of satellite information and services.
· PROJECT DURATION.  The short time frame for projects is a major impediment in developing more partnerships between service providers and local and regional authorities, as those projects usually end with the demonstration of the technical feasibility of the service.
· FINANCING INSTRUMENTS NOT YET FULLY ADAPTED TO STIMULATE IMPLEMENTATION OF SATELLIE INFORMATION AND SERVICES.  Financing mechanisms which rely on co-funding and which presuppose capacities for compiling complex administrative dossiers have turned out to be suboptimal in stimulating cooperation between regions and SMEs on implementing satellite information and services.
· SUPPORT FOR EURISY LRA PROGRAMME.  EC Vice-President Günter Verheugen, DG Regional Policy, the Committee of the Regions, the Vice President of the Region Midi-Pyrénées, ESA and the Assembly of European Regions all explicitly reaffirmed their support to, and appreciation of, the Eurisy Programme for Local and Regional Authorities, for its ability to facilitate the access of the regions to innovative technologies for their sustainable development.
Recommendations

Following their conclusions, the conference participants wish to recommend to European and national decision-makers and representatives of the service providers the following actions.

1. RAISE AWARENESS.  Lack in awareness by local, regional, national and European decision makers about the innovative solutions provided by satellite information and services for regional economic development as well as for resolving urgent societal and environmental problems is a major obstacle for Regions to benefit from them.  The conference participants therefore fully endorse Eurisy’s efforts in communicating and explaining these benefits through best practice examples and strongly encourage it to continue its activity towards facilitating the access of LRAs to satellite information and services.

2. DISCUSSIONS SHOULD BE OPENED CONCERNING THE LINK FROM R&D TO OPERATIONAL PHASE.  After having identified the transition from R&D to the operational phase as the critical point for improving the access of local and regional authorities to the benefits of satellite information and services, the French EU presidency suggested that a wide discussion should be opened on this issue in order to find possible remedies e.g. public-private partnerships.
3. FINAL USERS FIRST.  In order to improve the access of local and regional authorities to the benefits of satellite information and services, the projects have to be designed according to the real needs of the final users.  In addition, responsible organisations such as the European Commission and the service provider community should shift their attention from the R&D phase further to the needs of the final users, i.e. regions and cities and adapt their programmes and strategies accordingly and have as objective the operational implementation of the service.
4. EC TO FINANCE REGIONAL CLUSTERS FOR INNOVATION.  DG Enterprise and Industry considers including the problematic of discontinuity between R&D and operational phase into their plan to finance regional clusters for innovation.  The geographical proximity of service providers, researchers and final users could generate synergies and reflexes among the concerned parties that could help close the existing gap.  The conference participants approve and encourage this particular initiative foreseen by DG Enterprise and Industry.

5. INCREASE TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING.  The appropriation of satellite information and services by regions and cities requires necessarily communication between the space community and the representatives of the public service.  In order to facilitate the communication between these two communities the participants request the training of experts/mediators who would better know the needs of the final users and who would be able to translate these needs in the language of the space community.  DG Regional Policy informed that they can support local and regional authorities financially with regard to this matter.
6. PROJECT CONTINUITY AND RELIABILITY.  Since long term perspectives are key for sustainable investment, industry representatives, economists and the space community stressed the importance of clear rules and the continuity of the infrastructure.  One basic request from them to European and national decision makers is therefore to guarantee the project reliability to ensure investments and, as a consequence, the smooth transition from the R&D phase to the operational phase.
Further information on the programme and participation at this workshop can be found on www.eurisy.org
� Satellite information and service: a value-added service resulting from the transformation of satellite data by the service chain (from satellite operators to service providers) into ready-to-use information by a final user.


� Service provider: an organisation, either private or public, that offers a value-added service by transforming satellite data into ready-to-use information for the final user.


( More detailed information on the Eurisy LRA Programme and on the presentations of the workshop can be found on www.eurisy.org





� Final user: a decision-maker or a manager, who uses information provided by a satellite service provider to make decisions and/or to manage operational activities (e.g. traffic management, pollution management, infrastructure development etc.…). The final user is the beneficiary at the end of the service chain.
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