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AER SURVEY ON REGIONAL INVESTEMENT IN ENERGY PROJECTS

Please return this questionnaire to Ms Justyna Podralska, AER Policy Coordinator:

j.podralska@aer.eu by 24 January 2011 at the latest. 

The results will be presented at the European Regions’ Energy Day, 11-12 April 2011, Brussels. 

Terminology:

Energy projects: Projects related to renewable energy sources, energy efficiency, public lightening, heating and water systems, energy infrastructure, cogeneration/CHP and all the others linked to the EU 20/20/20 goals.

(Both hard projects including construction or refurbishment activities and soft projects based on networking, promotion, education etc)

European funds: All EU financial instruments including:

- Structural funds: ERDF, ESF etc

- Sectoral funds: FP7, CIP, LIFE

- IPA: Instrument for Pre-accession assistance

REGION: 
ENERGY POLICY AND REGIONAL BUDGET

1. Do you believe that investment in energy projects is a future-oriented investment that allows regions to stay competitive?

Haut du formulaire
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 Yes

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image2.wmf]
 No

Bas du formulaire

2. Which competence to regulate energy policies does your region have? Please list shortly. 

I.e. direct competence: regulation of energy provision, fixing energy prices or sectoral competence: educational programs, energy measures in the sector of agriculture

3. Does your regional budget include a separate line for energy policy? 
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 Yes

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image4.wmf]
 No

4. What was the budget of your energy department in the following years?

2008: €…, which accounts for ….% of the entire budget 

2009: €...., which accounts for ….% of the entire budget

2010: €…., which accounts for ….% of the entire budget

5. Did the financial and economic crises affect your energy budget? If yes, please shortly explain how: 

6. What was the amount of private investment in energy projects in your region in 2008, 2009 and 2010?

2008: €…. 

2009: €….

2010: €….

7. What is the price of electricity / gas in your region? How is this price fixed? 

8. How many energy strategies or plans did your region issue in the last 10 years?

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image5.wmf]
None 
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Only one
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3
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More than 4

9. How do you incorporate new energy market trends into your regional energy strategy?

New energy market trends: new technological and financial energy solutions i.e. smart grids or revolutionary financial schemes

ENERGY PROJECTS AND FINANCIAL ENGINEERING 

10. What kind of energy projects did you carry out in the last 5 years? Please briefly describe the major ones or successful examples. Please attach any fact sheets or links in English, French or German you might have.

11. What kind of positive effects did those projects trigger? I.e. increase in employment, increase in the share of RES, reduction of CO2 emissions, new infrastructure, enhanced energy awareness among citizens etc.  

12. Do you cooperate with private companies (including private-public partnerships) in the domain of energy? 
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 Yes

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image11.wmf]
 No

If yes, please detail: 

13. How does your region stimulate private investment in energy projects? What kind of incentive measures do you propose? Please shortly list them below. 

14. Does your region have a regional agency for investment promotion? If yes, please describe the actions it has taken to promote investment in energy? 

15. What kind of criteria do you use to grant public subsidies to energy projects?
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Scope of project beneficiaries i.e. how many people will be positively affected by the project
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Contribution to lower operational costs
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Contribution to energy savings
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Urgency of the measure 
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Number of jobs created
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Other, please provide details: 

16. Do you apply green criteria in public procurement procedure?
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 Yes

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image19.wmf]
 No

17. Among the factors, please chose four that, in your opinion, prevent private companies from investing in energy projects most?
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Changing regulations / political complexity 
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Bad supply of information on financial schemes 

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image22.wmf]
Lack of incentives schemes
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No long-term perspective i.e. short-term subsidies
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Bad infrastructure
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No feasibility studies previously done by the region 
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Public opposition 
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Cost of investment 
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Other:  

18. Please list three decisive factors for investment in sustainable energy projects in your region? Please briefly explain. 

1. 

2.

3. 

MANAGING INFORMATION ABOUT ENERGY FUNDS EFFECTIVELY

19. How do you pass information on regional funds for energy projects on to private investors? How do you make them familiar with new regulations? 
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Official journal of the region
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Internet 
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Other media: local television, radio, newspapers 
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Public campaigns: posters, leaflets, brochures  
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Regional chamber of commerce or regional office for investment promotion
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Regional energy agency 
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Direct meetings with private investors
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Exhibition and fairs, please specify: 
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Other:  

20. How do you make this information clear, user-friendly and transparent?

21. Does your region participate in any fairs, home or abroad, to promote the region and to attract private energy investors?

22. Do you support research in the fields of renewable energies, energy efficiency, CO2 reductions?

23. Do you cooperate with cities and municipalities in developing energy projects? Please provide a few examples.

24. Did any of your energy projects met opposition from citizens? How did you manage to overcome it? 

SEEKING FINANCIAL OPPORTUNITIES AT EU LEVEL

25. How do you collect information about different funding opportunities for energy projects?
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Unit responsible for identifying appropriate funding

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image39.wmf]
Contacts with the other administrative departments i.e. International Affairs, European Integration, Budget and Finance
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Regional agency for energy
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Regional chamber of commerce 
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AER website
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Other websites (i.e. European Commission, EIB)
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Through our region’s office in Brussels
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Other: 

26. Is information about EU funds for energy projects understandable and easy to find (via European Commission website or through websites of agencies in charge of managing programs)? Please choose the correct rate: 1 – to a great extent, 2 – to some extent 3 – not at all
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1
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27. How can communication on EU funds for energy be improved?

28. Do you use EU funds for energy projects?
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Yes
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No

29. Which funds do you use?

Structural funds





Sectoral funds
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ERDF
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FP7
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ESF
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Intelligent Energy Europe
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JESSICA
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ELENA
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JASPERS
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CIP
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JEREMIE
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LIFE+
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Other:
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Other:

30. Please indicate a rough percentage of the energy projects, financed by EU STRUCTURAL funds in your region between 2007 and 2010?
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More than 60%
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Around 50%
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From 20 to 40%
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Less than 20% 

31. What do you think the main obstacles to use the STRUCTURAL FUNDS for energy projects are?
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Structural funds are only suitable for small-scale projects
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Structural funds are only suitable for large-scale projects
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Not adapted to research projects
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Lack of expertise and knowledge about what can be done: structural funds do not finance feasibility studies (i.e. technical studies, market analysis, strategies analysis etc)

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image71.wmf]
Structural funds are too much focused on exchange of experience and on networking. They are not suitable for “hard projects” i.e. building energy infrastructure
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Problems with setting up a good project and filling-in application forms
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Short-term planning:  setting up projects without reflecting how to link it to a long-term regional development vision  

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image74.wmf]
Problems with finding suitable partners
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Short deadlines 
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Eligibility rules are too strict
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Lack of human resources 
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Tough co-financing rule (obligation to fund part of a project in order to tap into the funds)
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Administrative burden

 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image80.wmf]
Others:

32. How could AER help you better access and use EU funds for energy projects?
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Conferences
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Training academy
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Peer review
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Breakfast briefings 
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Funding trackers
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Partner search
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Help with applications
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Other:
CONTACT DETAILS

1. Regional politician in charge of energy

	Name / Surname
	

	Position:
	

	Email:
	

	Phone number:
	

	Postal address:
	


2. Officer responsible for energy 
	Name / Surname
	

	Title / position:
	

	Email:
	

	Phone number:
	

	Postal address:
	


SAVE THE DATE!

EUROPEAN REGIONS ENERGY DAY

INVESTMENT IN ENERGY – REGIONS AS MOTORS FOR INNOVATION AND GROWTH

BRUSSELS, 11-12 APRIL 2011
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