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Bureau and Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs

Belfort, 25th November 2009

Ref.agenda : IV.5.3                                                                       Original in English

FOR ADOPTION

AER Working Group “European Funding”

Work Programme 2010

There are a number of European funding resources available for regional actors across Europe. These resources remain partly untapped due to a variety of internal and external barriers. The AER Working Group on European Funding, established in 2009, aims to constitute a platform where regions can (i) exchange know-how and experiences on European funding and (ii) define and disseminate joint recommendations, both with the aim of enhancing regions' access and ability to absorb European funding.

Main Priorities for 2010

The priorities of the group are to: 

· Identify and disseminate regional good and bad practices in acquisition and management of European funding,

· Analyse existing legal, institutional, administrative etc. barriers for regions to participate successfully in bids for funding, 

· Draft and disseminate political recommendations to (a) regions and (b) European donor institutions and stakeholders, 

Planned Activities 2010 

· Establish group's working mode and further develop and consolidate the group’s membership base. 

· Identify good practices of regional participation in bids for European funding, explore how regions can best organize the acquisition of funding and encourage an exchange of regional experiences in gaining European funding 

· Prepare an analysis of existing barriers of regions' acquisition of European funding 

· Analyse specific demands of AER Committees to focus on specific funding programmes and 

· Evaluate AER's existing information services on European funding and instruments for capacity-building and develop recommendations for further enhancements 

· Further establish working relations with institutional donor organisations to raise group's visibility and disseminate regional experience with European funding  

· Monitor European developments in the area, such as the 2nd review of the Financial Regulations and its Implementing Rules for programmes financed by the EU budget, and form opinions 

Resources

The group is associated to the Standing Committee Institutional Affairs. The AER Funding Coordinator provides input to the group's work. The group’s activities are financed under the Standing Committee's budget. However, no fixed sum is allocated to the group. The group strives to use synergies and to work cost-effectively by liaising its meetings to other AER meetings, if possible. If further funding is necessary, decisions on funding for the group will be taken following consideration of the overall  work plan.

Working language: English

Interpretation into other languages may be provided on a case-by-case basis and depending on available budget. 

Provisional Timetable of Events

	Date
	Activity
	Location

	17–20 March 2010
	Participate in Plenary Committee 1
	Alba (RO)

	12-14 April 2010
	Participate in Plenary Committee 3
	Andalusia (ES)

	11-12 May 2010
	Participate in Plenary Committee 2
	Catalunya (ES)

	May / June 2010 
	Meeting of WG European Funding 

with AER Bureau and SC Institutional Affairs  
	tbc

	Autumn 2010
	Meeting of WG Funding 

with AER Bureau and SC Institutional Affairs  
	tbc

	10-12 November 2010
	Input of the WG European Funding to AER General Assembly (e.g. Open Space)
	Istanbul (TR)

	
	
	


However, a “task force”-method should allow for more flexible cooperation, immediate responses to emerging European developments and for solving demand-driven problems of the members
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