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Draft AER position on

Multilevel governance

Executive summary

1. The involvement of regional and local authorities as genuine partners in the EU multilevel governance system is a pre-condition to ensure the sustainable development of the Union and enhance its legitimacy. 

2. AER therefore calls for a sincere application of the sub-national subsidiarity and partnership principles which are at the root of a sound multilevel governance and warns for any attempt to renationalise regional policies.

3. AER considers that at least two conditions must be fulfilled to help the development of a genuine multilevel governance:

a. First, the right political framework 

a. Second, the right political culture and capacities: 

4. As for the political framework, to complete the progress brought by the Lisbon Treaty, AER proposes to:

a. Create an observatory of multilevel governance gathering all big interregional organisations and the Committee of the Regions (CoR) and whose task would be to monitor the implementation of the Charter on multilevel governance proposed by the CoR, and work on the multilevel governance progress reports.

b. Set up an ad hoc Committee at the CoR, gathering partner organisations such as AER, which could offer their expertise and activate their networks to ensure that infringements in the principle of subsidiarity are reported.

c. Implement multilevel governance throughout the whole decision-making process, including the pre-decision phases, by better structuring the consultation process. Proposals: allocation of an extra space for Regions at Forums, distinct from civil society; setting up of an organising Committee for the structured dialogues. 

5. As for the political framework, AER also insists on the need, for Member States, to acknowledge Regions as genuine partners in the EU governance system, and calls upon them to:

a. Adopt the reference framework on regional democracy of the Council of Europe, which it considers as a first step towards a more binding document

b. Implement the EU directive on the European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC)

c. be open to the setting up of European territorial pacts, based on tri-partite agreements

6. As for the political culture and capacity building aspects, AER considers that:

a. With regards to EU co-funded projects, technical assistance should be made more simple to access, with an appropriate level of funding; the scope of Interreg IVC should be extended to joint pilot actions and projects.

b. The principle of multilevel governance should be better communicated, and underlines that key role it plays in this context through its Training Academies and decentralised communication activities (Citizens Fora, Communication Award). 

7. To conclude, AER underlines that the debate on multilevel governance should be run in synergy with key debates on, in particular, the new EU regional strategies (macro-regions), the EU budget review, or the future EU regional policy and the expected White Paper on territorial cohesion. AER will closely follow these debates and provide with positions to complete its present position on multilevel governance. 

AER draft position on multilevel governance (full text) 

The AER members, gathered at their General Assembly in Belfort, Franche-Comté (F), on 26-27 November 2009, adopted the following position:

1. AER considers that regional and local authorities must be genuine partners in the EU multilevel governance system, if we want to ensure the sustainable development of the Union, and enhance the sense of ownership and overall legitimacy of the EU

2. AER underlines that multilevel governance is particularly crucial in the field of cohesion policy: If European institutions and Member States do not trust regions enough to jointly decide on the strategy to adopt for their own development, multi-level governance is a vane word. 

3. In this context, AER fears that, despite the progresses brought by the Lisbon Treaty
, we are not heading towards fair application of the sub-national and partnership principles which are at the root of a sound multilevel governance system. AER refers in that context to:

a. The political culture that may not follow the political statements and institutional changes

b. the recent EC Draft communication on the EU budget review: If the European Union decides to re-nationalise regional policies, which are a key element of European cohesion, subsidiarity is a vane word.
c. the new EC macro-regions’ strategy, which sheds new light in the debate (will macro-regions represent a new level of governance?)

d. in the wider European context, the draft reference-framework on regional democracy of the Council of Europe, as a poor alternative to the former project of Charter

4. AER therefore welcomes the initiative of the Committee of the Regions to launch the debate on multilevel governance (CoR White Paper of 17-18 June 2009, CONST-IV-020) and insists on the need to conduct this debate in synergy with the debate on territorial cohesion.

5. AER insists that genuine multilevel governance involving Regions in Europe can only be achieved if at least two conditions are fulfilled:

a. First, the right political framework 

b. Second, the right political culture and capacities: regions must be empowered to be able to fully play their role, so that they can move from a statute of “intermediaries” to the statute of genuine partners

6. As for the political framework, AER makes the following comments and proposals:

a. Giving an institutional frame to multilevel governance: AER welcomes the CoR proposal for a Charter of multilevel governance and suggests the creation of an observatory of multilevel governance – beside the already existing subsidiarity platform of the CoR – where all big interregional organisations will be involved and have a seat. The task of this observatory would be to monitor the implementation of the Charter, and work on the multilevel governance progress reports (suggested by the CoR), their content, structure and communication. 

b. Controlling the respect of sub-national subsidiarity: Partner organisations such as AER could offer their expertise and activate their networks to ensure that infringements in the principle are reported. An ad hoc Committee gathering AER and other relevant interregional organisations could be set up within the CoR to that end.

c. Better structuring the consultation process: Multilevel governance needs to be implemented throughout the whole political decision-making process, including its pre-decision phases. To that end, AER proposes to: 

i. Acknowledge regional authorities a specific place in all consultation procedures of the Commission and Forums, distinct from civil society

ii. Set up a steering committee with turning chairmanship between the CoR and all relevant interregional organisations to organise the structured dialogues 

d. Achieving multilevel governance in the EU decision-making process, with recognition of regions as genuine partners, needs support from the side of the Member States. AER therefore calls upon the Member States to:

i. acknowledge the contribution of Regions in the sustainable economic development of the EU by reforming regional policy into a place-based, strategic and ambitious European cohesion policy, relying on regional authorities and provided with the appropriate budget 
ii. pursue their efforts in favour of stronger decentralisation. AER reminds that it is working, in cooperation with the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe (CLRAE), at promoting regionalisation throughout Europe via a series of ad hoc workshops, the so-called “regionalism caravans”. 

iii. support the reference-framework on regional democracy of the Council of Europe and make dully use of it and pursue, in parallel, the work towards a Charter of regional democracy

iv. adopt the laws necessary to implement the EU directive on the EGTC, as a useful tool for Regions to get involved in interregional projects and play their role in the multilevel governance system

7. As for the political culture and capacities needed for having genuine multilevel governance, AER makes the following comments:

a. Capacity building: Efforts in favour of capacity building in Regions must be increased. The AER plays a key role in that context, through ad hoc programmes such as its Training Activities or Summer Schools. From the EU side, technical assistance should be made more simple to access, with an appropriate level of funding.
b. Experimentation: More experimentation should be possible to allow Regions to show what they can do. AER reiterates, in that context, its call for extending the scope of Interreg IVC to allow not only the exchange of best practices but also the creation and running of concrete joint pilot actions and projects. On the national level, AER shares the view of the CoR that Member States should be open to the setting up of European territorial pacts, based on tri-partite agreements, provided that they are done on a voluntary basis and with full involvement of the concerned regions from the beginning. 

c. Promoting a culture of multilevel governance:

i. There is a need to communicate about the principle of multilevel governance, to promote it among regions and make it understandable to everybody. AER is playing a key role, through its wide network, in promoting best practices in the field of partnership (see in particular the AER study on EU regional policy) and in explaining and promoting multilevel governance through its Citizens’ Fora. 

ii. Multilevel governance and neighbourhood policy: AER shares the opinion of the CoR that multilevel governance is of relevance in the regional approach to the European neighbourhood policy. Thanks to its pan-European network, AER is already playing a key role in developing the spirit of partnership and political culture of multilevel governance in the wider Europe. 

8. Conclusion

a. To increase EU legitimacy and its capacity of action, genuine multilevel governance, including regions as partners, needs to be completed by:

i. enhanced coordination among all actors not only on a vertical basis but also on the horizontal basis (inclusion of civil society, in particular), whereby regional authorities must be acknowledged a specific place in all consultation procedures 
ii. enhanced coordination of the EU instruments and policies, including the new EU regional strategies.

iii. enhanced communication about the EU.

iv. sufficient funds. The EU today has a common monetary policy but still no common budgetary policy, making it a unique construction in the political arena. The EU needs proper resources to tackle the global challenges that it wants to address together with the other levels of governance!

b. In that overall context, the AER will closely follow the debate on key issues such as the upcoming Danube River Strategy, or the EU budget review and future EU regional policy. The expected White paper on territorial cohesion, in particular, should become a reality and make concrete proposals for ensuring a strong partnership between Regions, States and the EU. 
c. AER will also pursue its activities for further promoting Europe and the EU among the wider public. It will also closely follow developments in regional democracy throughout Europe and increase its efforts in favour of regional capacity building.
� � Through, in particular, extension of the subsidiarity principle – mentioned over 35 times in the Treaty - and the possibility for the Committee of the Regions to make an appeal in case of its infringement








6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: secretariat@aer.eu - Website: www.aer.eu
PAGE  
4
	[image: image2.jpg]. | |
x* * Assemblée des Régions d’Europe
: 4 Assembly of European Regions
ik Versammlung der Regionen Europas
Asamblea de las Regiones de Europa
* ke Assemblea delle Regioni d’Europa










www.aer.eu


