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AER Presidium Meeting




Ref. agenda: II


original in English

FOR ADOPTION


Draft minutes of the Presidium Meeting in Pula (16/03/2009)

I. Welcome

Ivan Jakovčić, Zupan of Istria opened the meeting. He warmly welcomed the visit of the AER Presidium to his Croatian region of Istria. He saluted AER president Michèle Sabban in his name and on behalf of the city of Pula, of which the Mayor was attending.

AER President Michele Sabban thanked for the invitation to hold the meeting in Istria and the engagement of Ivan Jakovčić to involve his colleagues from Croatia for the afternoon session. She underlined the fact, that in order to know regions better, the AER has to come to them rather than the opposite.

After the opening of the Presidium session, Oriano Otocan, the politician in charge of international collaboration and European integration made a presentation of the region of Istria. The region is part of the AER. However it is also s part of other networks, within Croatia or also international, like Adriatic Euroregions, founded in June 2008 in partnership with Italians regions.

The region appears dynamic; as a proof, projects in collaboration with NGOs, universities and the municipalities of Istria have been implemented over the past ten years (not less than 85 projects for a 9 million euro amount). A mandate has been initiated in 2005 for a 4-year-period, the mandate for growth, knowledge and Europe. Istria has a representation in Brussels and in the framework of Eurodyssée was the first Balkan region to join the concept.

Further to Mr Otacan's intervention, MS insisted on the fact that Europe is a regional family and in that spirit, Istria should become a member of the EU. In such a crisis time, regions have to work hand in hand to a major extend to find common and productive solutions.

II. Adoption of the Draft Agenda

The Agenda was unanimously adopted.

III. Adoption of the Draft Minutes of the Presidium, Paris 10 October 2008

Klaus Klipp was sorry to announce that the draft minutes of the last meeting could not have been prepared in time for the meeting, they will be presented to the Bureau 14 and 15 May in Fribourg.

IV. Reports

· Michele Sabban reported about the lunch with president Barroso in March. Topic in the centre of the discussion was the economic crises. Besides AER Eurocites contributed most to the discussion. She went out from this lunch with a positive impression.

· Union for the Mediterranean: The initiative for the Union was launched by President Sarkozy during the EU presidency of France. Issues are topics like cultural exchanges, safety, immigration, energy. In this context a body for the inclusion of regions has been created, ARLEM. As explained Johanna MIKL-LEITER, President of Committee 3, ARLEM will meet regularly once a year. Ten seats in ARLEM are for regional networks, of which AER managed to hold two, one for AER President Michele Sabban and one for the President of Andalusia, who will also represent the AER member organisation Association of European Boarder Regions (AEBR).

· Cohesion policy and Prague summit. SG Klaus Klipp explained that the amendments of AER for the final declaration of the “summit” of the CoR in March had not been taken into account. He regretted this in view of their quality. However, as all other organisation had agreed to the declaration AER finally gave in and agreed as well to stay diplomatic.

President Sabban was not happy with the situation and announced that she will write a letter to President Barroso to explain the AER position and the value of the arguments presented. 

A second meeting on cohesion policy in Prague will take place end of March (25-26) on invitation of the Czech presidency of the Union. In this conference associations are invited. The main goal is to see the position of regional governments and the position of the associations. AER will be represented by the chairman of the cohesion working-group Thomas Anderson. 

· Meeting with Claudio Martini, President of CPMR and FOGAR on 12 March

Cooperation was mainly evoked. A positive point is that during this meeting the fact that AER is becoming more and more known was underlined. This a first contact between the presidents of the two organisations. 

On his side, Mr. Jakovcic, a very close friend of President Martini, said he was willing to engaged himself to give all his support.

· Eurodyssee – Eurodisney (this point had been added to the agenda). Klaus Klipp reported that further to the application of Eurodyssee to become a trademark, AER received a letter of the lawyers of Eurodisney with an objection. In a meeting with Eurodisney the matter was solved in a friendly manner. It is foreseen to sign a settlement between Disney and AER. Furthermore Eurodisney invited AER to hold the fall meeting of the Youth Regional Network in the Paris Disneyland, as a first step to further cooperation between AER and Eurodisney.

Michel Sabban added that Quebec has shown his interest to become a member of Eurodyssee, she welcomed this as it will improve the link between Norther America and European youth. Further more Quebec is planning to do a great effort to find 70 000 people that are needed for job in order to cope with the problem of aging population. MS has the wish that young people from Ile-de-France go and work there, or at least have a professional experience via first job or course. The regions interested in the project have to tell the president as soon as possible.

· Report on the visit to Moscow

President and Secretary General reported on the recent visit to Moscow. They have been very well received, people in general very receptive to AER. The meetings took place in the Council of the Federation with the chairman of the committee in charge of local authorities, the chairman of the similar committee in the State Duma if the Russian Federation, the Director for regional development of the office of the Prime Minister and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federation.

It was agreed to develop further the cooperation between AER and the Russian institutions and regions. When progress is made, this will be reported.

· Michel Sabban gave her point of view on some other regions having shown interest in joining the AER. Armenia first, having small regions. This country of the Caucasus   is definitely has an interest to move towards Europe. She met with political representatives and told that AER would be happy to have members from Armenia. She also evoked the fact that AER could be a good interface and a closer step towards Turkey.

Canarias Islands might become very soon member of the AER. They were interested in our exchange programmes. Michele Sabban proposed that AER should at short term create a working group with islands, generally speaking: Corsica, Sardinia, without forgetting French DOM-TOM, above all in this period of crisis, in view of the the dramatic recent events that happened in Martinique and Guadeloupe. AER should go very fast for about 30 more member regions.

VII. Short overview of latest developments from the committees 

Committee 1:

Hakan Sandgren informed the Presidium that an AER conference on ‘Regional responses to climate change’ will take place on 30 and 31 March in Limoges and will be followed by AER Committee 1’s plenary meeting and the meetings of working groups on the 1st of April. The objective of the conference will be to identify best practices in policies and measures for mitigation and adaptation to climate change and to reflect on the role regional authorities can play in combating the symptoms of global warming. During three interactive workshops, regional case studies for climate change will be presented. 

Hakan Sandgren also informed the Presidium, that at the next plenary meeting in Limoges, AER Committee 1 will suggest to set up a new discussion forum on the Lisbon Strategy and innovation. The objective of this forum will be to launch the reflection on a post-2010 Lisbon Strategy.  2010 – the target line for the Lisbon Strategy -  is less than one year away and the question about its future arises. Much of 2009 will be taken up with the election of a new European Parliament and the subsequent renewal of the Commission.  Freshly elected institutions are likely to put the discussion on the post-Lisbon strategy at the top of their respective agendas. AER should therefore prepare a package of initiatives in order to anticipate EU proposals on this subject. By creating such a forum, AER would like to send strong signal to EU, national and regional stakeholders that competitiveness and  innovation are even more important during the global economic downturn. 

In this context the question was posed what AER does or will do in response to the economic crisis.

Michèle Sabban suggested to collect regional good practice and to open a forum on AER’s website to present regional strategies how to tackle the economic crisis. In addition to that it was suggested to organise a panel with regions who present their measures. Michèle Sabban asked Committee 1 to discuss this topic at its Plenary in Limoges and to present an outcome to the Bureau in Fribourg.

Committee 2: 

Claudia Meschede, AER Policy Coordinator presented past and upcoming activities of Committee 2, in particular the seminar on financing regional healthcare and the plenary session in Katowice (PL) on 19 and 20 March 2009.

With the economic crisis the world is currently experiencing, financing healthcare is more than ever a challenge for the regions. Participants will get an overview of the different situations members are facing all over Europe and exerts will present opportunities offered especially through the EU structural funds and through cooperation with the public sector.

The European Commission launched several consultations (EU directive on the application of patient’s rights in cross-border healthcare, Green paper on the EU workforce for health and a consultation on health inequalities). Committee 2 Secretariat drafted positions with regard to these consultations to be discussed and adopted at the Plenary 

In Limoges, the Emergency Planning Network will organise a seminar on “Regional Preparedness for Floods” (30 April 2009).

Monica Carlsson, chairperson of the Observatory for Gender Issues - OGI (working group on Equal opportunities for men and women) presented the upcoming meetings of the group: A working session in Brussels on 28 May 2009 and a Conference on Domestic Violence in Karlstad (Värmland-S) on 15-16 October 2009). Furthermore she unveiled the intention of the working group to become an Standing Committee within the AER. Vice President Treasurer Urs Wüthrich-Pelloli invited Ms Carlsson and the working group to submit a detailed business plan including the financial implications to the upcoming Bureau at it’s meeting in Fribourg
Committee 3: 

In times of economic crises it has to be reinforced that the European Union must not only be an economic marriage of convenience but essentially a family based upon the principles of cultural diversity. To underline the importance of cultural heritage as well as its potential for regional development, Committee 3 will hold a seminar on the issue on the 2nd of April in Durres (Albania). 

In line with the European Year on “Creativity and Innovation”, AER will focus 2009 on encouraging young people to believe in themselves and their own ideas. To achieve this aim, Committee 3 will further develop the Youth Regional Network that will give young people the chance to discuss their ideas with like-minded people from throughout Europe and to make their voices heard. Furthermore, C3 will be focusing in its second meeting in 2009 (September 29th in Sarajevo) on the topic of Youth Entrepreneurship.

Innovative approaches to sustainable water consumption and management will also be the focus of this year’s Summer School, which will take place in Valencia (Spain) from 24-29 of August 2009. 

Institutional affairs:

Regine Kramer, Policy Coordinator Institutional affairs, explained the activities of the  Standing Committee in the fields of citizenship and communication and pointed out two upcoming events: Firstly the AER communication atelier entitled  "Talk to me, Europe! Debating European Communication" taking place on 18/19 March at the representation of the Land Baden-Württemberg in Brussels. The conference is addressing issues such as the upcoming European elections, transparency of European institutions and building trust between the EU institutions and the citizens. The conference will also showcase the winning entries for the second AER Communicating Europe Award and launch the 3rd AER Communicating Europe Award 2009. Secondly, Regine Kramer informed members about the organisation of a political debate between AER politicians and the leaders of the major European Parliament groups entitled: "Regions cross-examine Europe:  What will the European Parliament do for the regions?". Michèle Sabban announced that it is not possible for her to participate since she is also a candidate for the European elections. She advised to either change the date of this event or to continue with it, but without her. Brian Greenslade informed members that he would still organise this debate on the given date, seeing it as a great opportunity to make a point for the regions in the upcoming elections. 

VIII. 
General Assembly

The General Assembly this year will take place in Belfort (France) on 26 and 27 November. The agenda topics are to be proposed before next Bureau. 

IX. 
Innovation award: 

The AER innovation award was first launched in 2006. Since then 35 projects have been analysed by the jury. About 2/3 of the applications came from old Member States the  rest from new Member States and non EU countries. The aim of the award is to identify good practice in regional innovation and to promote innovation in the regions. The most important thing is not to win, but to participate in showcasing examples how regional innovation measures can look like. Klaus Klipp encourages members to take part in the award and to send their applications by 1 June 2009. 

X. 
Honour members: 

To future Presidium, the idea to invite members of implicated regions or future member regions was presented. The current proposal is to keep on inviting M. Zeller as being president of Alsace where the AER is settled for its major part. Other proposals also go to southern and ultra-peripheric regions (Andalusia to make them implicate more and more, Extremadura, Azores because they are already part of Eurodyssee).

Treasurer Urs Wüthrich-Pelloli made a remark on the fact that up to now a distinction is made between Presidium and Bureau. A clarification should be done in order to avoid to gather twice to speak more or less about the same thing.

Further to this remark, Michèle Sabban agreed and proposed to couple both meetings on a same event. However, a supplementary session should be planned. The proposal for adoption will be made in the Fribourg Bureau (part of the agenda).

Klaus Klipp insisted however on the fact to separate both agendas and having one specific to each meeting.

As a positive conclusion, last year in 2008, AER made a 15,000 euro benefit. A budget presentation will be made during next Bureau.
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