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FOR INFORMATION

POMOTING ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN CULTURAL TOURISM

(Seminar in Durres 2 April 2009)

1. Context - AER Cultural Tourism Initiative

AER`s Cultural Tourism Initiative started in May 2008 with an introductory seminar that illustrated, how cultural heritage can reinforce local identities, promote tourism, and economic growth.

A second seminar was organized in September 2008 on the topic of public-private partnerships in cultural tourism. The objective of this seminar was to exchange ideas on how regional governments can best cooperate with the private sector in order to ensure the sustainability of cultural tourism initiatives. 

2. Seminar on promoting entrepreneurship in Cultural Tourism, Durres, 2009
Concluding AER's series of cultural tourism seminars, experts and around 100 representatives of regional authorities from across Europe exchanged ideas and best practices in the areas of SME-networks and entrepreneurial training in cultural tourism.

Entrepreneurship training is an excellent first step in providing locals with the information and with the incentives needed for starting their own cultural tourism business. Getting locals involved and encouraging them to start their own small cultural tourism oriented business can contribute to the economic development of the area and to better standards of living for the locals, as it can reduce unemployment and create additional income. Furthermore, it increases the likelihood of sustainable tourism initiatives, because the benefits of tourism will be reaped by the local population rather than by big tourism operators.
"Networks and the building of entrepreneurial clusters on the one hand and capacity building on the other are essential to the success of cultural tourism in a region", said Prof. Alan Clarke (University of Pannonia) in his opening statement. "In the end, it is the uniqueness of the idea and the concept developed around it that will decide on the viability of a project."
Various aspects of cultural tourism entrepreneurship were discussed during the seminar. Mrs Renate Goergen (Le Mat representative) underlined the importance of Networking of tourism entrepreneurs, as well as learning through exchange of experiences. 

Field experts and representatives of regions, that successfully developed and implemented a training plan for local entrepreneurs, shared their expertise in this field and stood as examples of best practice. Mrs Sonya ENILOVA, (President to the board of managers, BRTA-Burgas Regional Tourist Association), presented the benefits of the Burgas initiative in cultural tourism: Ms.Dasara Dizdari, (UNDP Representative), mentioned the importance of the UNDP Heritage Project for social and economic development and Mrs Mirela Shani, (Turism Sector, Regional Council of Durrës) highlighted the significant role of cultural and archaeological tourism in the framework of the Strategic Development of Durrës Region. 

This series of seminars was only the first step in a number of AER activities in the field of cultural tourism. To ensure that tangible outcomes will result from this initiative, AER is now working to improve and extend its Tourism Network to include cultural tourism as one of its central topics. Once completed, AER member regions will be given a platform to display their cultural tourism projects, to discuss innovative approaches and methods in the area and to find partners for common projects.

AER will also work with experts from the University of Pannonia in Hungary to develop benchmarks, to facilitate culture and heritage partnerships and the implementation of projects in cultural tourism.
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