	[image: image1.jpg]





- 2 -

AER Bureau Meeting
     Fribourg, 14 & 15 May 2009

Ref. Agenda: VII.3.11
                original in English

FOR INFORMATION

European Platform of Regional and Local Authorities for Development

Launch at the European Development Days (November 2008)

The official launch of the first European Platform of Regional and Local Authorities for Development, which was launched by AER and a wide range of regional and local government associations at the European Development Days in Strasbourg (16 November 2008), received widespread attention. 

The Director General for Development of the European Commission, Stefano Manservisi, welcomed the creation of the platform and emphasized the role played by local government in development cooperation. Other representatives from EU institutions expressed their support to the platform, including Deputy Mayor of Paris and Member of the European Parliament, Pierre Schapira ; Director of EuropeAid, Aristotelis Bouratsis; and Member of the Committee of the Regions, Christophe Rouillon.

Far from being an end in itself, the creation of the Platform was only the initial step. It’s ultimate goal is to make regional and local initiatives more efficient in development cooperation, enabling partners to learn from their peers’ actions.  More precisely, the Platform has three main objectives: 

· First, to facilitate the flow of information, the exchange of experience and best practice, and to prepare common positions; 

· Second, to facilitate dialogue between regional and local authorities and other partners of the EU’s thematic programme for non state actors and local authorities in development (NGOs); 

· Third, to bring together European and national associations of regional and local authorities in development cooperation, in order to be able to speak with one voice to European Institutions. 

Jean-Claude Mairal, Vice-President of the Auvergne Regional Council, who represented the Assembly of European Regions, said that north-south co-operation should include the main four actors involved in development cooperation: national, local and regional governments, civil society and multilateral organisations including the European Union. A look at the different members of the platform indicates that this multi-level approach is at the heart of the initiative:
· Besides AER, other European organisations of regional government are actively involved in the platform, such as the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) and the Association of European Border Regions (AEBR);

· CEMR and its national associations members are actively involved in development cooperation, together with its worldwide organisation United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) and United Cities France;

· International networks of local and regional government including the International Association of Francophone Mayors (AIMF) play an important role;

· Cities actively involved in development aid including Paris, Rome, Lyon and Bucharest (2nd district) are also part of the platform.

The new Platform will receive support from the European Commission for the next two years (more than 420.000 Euros). It will provide an organised structure for dialogue between the local/regional authorities and the institutions, and in particular the European Commission.

1st Platform meeting in Brussels (10-11 March, 2009)

Participation during the first day of the meeting was restricted to all the associations that are partners of the platform. The meeting was used to discuss the following issues:

· Session to get to know each other – Tour de table in which each partner gave an overview of their development cooperation activities and expressed their expectations with regard to the platform.

· Agenda 2009:

· Mini-Conference oganized by CPMR (May 29 in Marseille)

As part of the event, a number of workshops will be organized on topics such as « What do regional and local authorities do in development cooperation ? » and « What has been done on regional and local level in the spirit of the Paris Declaration ? »

· 2nd Platform Meeting 2009 (Last week of September 2009, Lyon)

Topic: « Aid efficiency and effectiveness »

· Composition of the steering committee: AER will have one of the 10 seats in the steering committee

· Public Relations: It was agreed that a website would be set up for the platform. Furthermore, the decision was taken to design a logo and to find a better name for the platform

· The possibility to apply for EU-funding beyond 2010 was discussed

The second day of the meeting was open to all members of the platform partners and was well attended by representatives from regions, the European Commission, CoR and representatives from other organisations.

During lively and interactive sessions, the participants discussed already existing know-how and expertise among the platform members and expressed their expectations with regard to the benefits of the platform.
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