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FOR INFORMATION


2nd Meeting of Youth from the European Regions: Krzyzowa, Dolnoslaskie (PL), 20-22 May 2009

Information Paper about the meeting of Youth Regional Network

The Youth Regional Network (YRN) is a platform of regional-level youth organisations, councils and parliaments from across wider Europe. The platform works as a forum where young people can influence regional and European policy while exchanging experiences and good practice.

The AER’s Youth Regional Network was established on 25th November 2008 in Wiesbaden (Hessen region, Germany), where a founding meeting of ninety young people representing 55 European regions launched Europe’s first and only platform of regional youth councils, parliaments and organisations. The YRN was founded on the idea that decision-making should be based upon the principle of subsidiarity. This means that, on the one hand, youth policy at European level should reflect the diversity of the regions and of the young people that live in those regions. On the other hand, youth policy within the regions should maintain a European dimension so that the common challenges faced by all young people could be tackled in co-operation with the sharing of ideas, knowledge and experiences. 

AER is organising the 2nd Meeting of Youth from the European Regions in Krzyzowa (near Wroclaw, Dolnyslask) in Poland from 20 to 22 May 2009. The main objectives of this meeting are:

· to continue networking between youth regional councils, parliaments and organisations 

· to foster the cooperation in terms of the issues already discussed during the first meeting: aging societies, migration, education, employment, youth entrepreneurship, values, global economy, natural resources, modern life, culture, identities and integration. 

· to adopt the YRN Strategic Programme for the next two years (definition of objectives, organisation, structure, membership, calendar)

· to elect the President of the YRN

The topic of the meeting will be: ‘Shaping the Future of Europe on the Eve of the European Elections’. The meeting will start on 20 May in the evening by an opening dinner and will be followed by one-and-a-half day conference (plenary sessions and youth committees session).  AER is planning to invite 100 young representatives between 18-30 years old from youth parliaments, councils and organisations acting in the European regions. The meeting in Krzyzowa is funded by Dolnoslakie region and the AER. The regions sending young people for the meeting are kindly asked to cover the travel costs (or part of the travel costs) of maximum two young people from region.

The YRN will focus on the topics which are the most important for young people and which were defined thanks to the Wiesbaden Questionnaire, results of Working Groups in Wiesbaden and Wiesbaden Resolution. On this basis, AER Secretariat created the first draft of the Strategic Programme for 2009-2010 that is a charter of structure, organisation, priorities and main activities. All YRN members are asked to read the draft proposal and to prepare their remarks and amendments for the meeting in Krzyzowa. 
The participants of the 2nd AER Youth Meeting in Krzyzowa will elect among them the First President for a one–year term. The President will be in charge of chairing the YRN meetings and Youth Presidium meetings and represents the YRN outside. The President will stay in contact with the AER President and the AER Secretary General in order to maintain the close relations between youth and AER.
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