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FOR INFORMATION

Union for the Mediterranean and the involvement of regional authorities through ARLEM (Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly)

Under the auspices of the French EU-presidency, a new initiative – the Union for the Mediterranean – was created to improve the economic, political and cultural partnerships between countries bordering the Mediterranean.

AER is convinced that the success of the Union for the Mediterranean depends largely on the involvement of the regions, since this would allow for the better association of the institutions of the territory and of the populations involved, as well as for a structured and multilateral approach. This is all the more true when we consider the fact that in the countries of the southern rim, for example, regional structures are inexistent.

To this end, AER successfully lobbied the European Commission and member states (see AER position adopted by the Bureau in Wroclaw) for the establishment of a Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM).

ARLEM

Following negotiations with different stakeholders, ARLEM will be set up under the auspices of the Committee of the Regions.

It will be composed of 80 members made up of a number of members of the Committee of the Regions, representatives of European associations engaged in Euro-Mediterranean cooperation, and an equal number of representatives of regional and local authorities from the southern and eastern shores of the Mediterranean. It is supposed to be a permanent platform for dialogue, exchange and cooperation, and will call for its recognition as a consultative body within the future governance of the Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean.

Endeavours were successful and AER has been allocated two permanent seats in ARLEM: the first one directly for AER, which will be occupied by the President of Committee 3 Johanna Mikl-Leitner. The second one for AEBR (Association of European Border Regions, a member of AER), which will be represented by José Antonio Griñán Martínez (President of Andalucía). AER will thus be one of the main actors safeguarding the interests of regions in the Union for the Mediterranean.
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