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FOR INFORMATION

Cooperation and projects with UNDP – stocktaking and outlook

Introduction

At the 1st world Summit of Regions on Climate Change (Saint Malo, October 28 – 30th 2008), AER, UNDP and other regional associations agreed to join forces in an ambitious project that aims to combat climate change.

The objective of this UN – Regions partnership is to:

· train 500 regions from developing countries on climate change in the next 5 years;

· assist 50 of these regions in the preparation of integrated climate change strategies and action plans, as a mean, among others, to implement National Adaptation Action Plan where and when they exist;

· implement low carbon and climate change resilient development initiatives (public policy and investments).  

Since Saint Malo, a number of significant results have already been achieved:

Tools and methodologies

The tools, methodologies and frameworks that will be used for this programme are based on extensive consultation with experts both from regional governments and from UNDP and UNEP. Three sets of tools for policy frameworks have been identified and will be made available for southern regional governments:

· The partnerships / governance policy framework will include all the relevant stakeholders (UN, international partners, national and regional representatives, all local stakeholders - civil society, the private sector etc) in order to ensure a participatory process, cooperation between the different sectors and articulation levels of intervention (to assure alignment between international, national and regional). UNDP ART GOLD Programme, will be used as framework where on place.

· The climate change policy framework. For mitigation the Bilan Carbone methodology, for which an agreement was signed with ADEME the French national environment Agency, will enable regions to simply identify both the quality and quantity of the different sources of their CO2 emission. For adaptation present and future vulnerability mapping of the territory will allow the regional decision makers to anticipate the main trends of the real and potential impacts of Climate Change on their territory.

· The financial policy framework to explore all the different sources of available funds be Overseas Development Assistance, decentralized cooperation, innovative levy, PPP, carbon finance, which UNDP is right now developing.

Identification of beneficiaries

In order to start preparing implementation of the programme a number of criteria have been identified (such as continental and language balance, as well as ecological representation) by the partners to select the beneficiary regions in developing countries. Based on these criteria, a first batch of 10 countries was identified: Albania and Former Republic of Yugoslavia in Macedonia in Western Balkans, Morocco in Northern Africa, Senegal, and Uganda in Africa; Uruguay, Mexico and Colombia in Latin America; Indonesia in Asia.

First field mission
As agreed upon, field identification missions have already started in Uruguay, Albania and Senegal. Algeria, Uganda, Former Republic of Yugoslavia in Macedonia are under preparation for second quarter 2009. Projects documents for Uruguay, Albania and Senegal are finalised or are about to be. They will be submitted to donors and partners. They can be made available on request.

Partnerships

With Regions

So far full pledge agreement has been signed with Region Brittany, and letters of intent have been signed with Basque Government and Cataluña in Spain, Limousin, Poitou-Charentes and Rhône-Alpes in France, Wales in United Kingdom.

Additional regions have shown their interest to join the partnership: Aragon, Valencia in Spain, Flanders and Wallonie in Belgium, Alberta, British Columbia, Québec in Canada, Toscana and Piémont in Italy, Scotland in United Kingdom, Geneva in Switzerland, Zuid Holland in the Netherland, California in United States of America, Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur, Nord Pas de Calais, Ile de France, Champagne Ardennes and Midi Pyrénées in France. 

With Private sector

Negotiations are on their way with the World Energy Council (WEC) and with Veolia Environnement and its affiliate Pro Activa.

With National Government

So far France, Greece and Monaco have pledged funds in the framework of this programme. Contacts have been done with Algeria, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Germany, the Netherland, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom.

Outlook

In order to underline the importance and expertise of regions in fighting climate change and to give the joint initiative high visibility, the following seminars and conferences are planned 

· The European Assembly of Regions organized a Breakfast Briefing (beginning of March) entirely dedicated to the joint initiative on climate change, in order to bring together representatives from UNDP with those from the European Commission.

· The European Assembly of Regions organizes, on March 31st 2009, a special conference on climate change, inviting European regions to exchange and prepare themselves for Copenhagen. A full plenary session will be dedicated to  the UN-Regions partnerships toward low carbon emission and more resilient territories”, which will be chaired by the President of Republic of Burkina Faso, Mr. B. Compaore.

· NRG4SD will organize on April 21st to 23rd its next general Assembly in Quintana Roo (Mexico) with a main focus on the UN-Regions partnerships toward low carbon emission and more resilient territories.

· The Northern Forum will organize May 4th and 5th in Gangwon Province in Korea a similar conference for polar artic regions.

· The State of California, with UN and the Climate Group, is preparing for early summer, in USA, a mid Poznan – Copenhagen event,  in order in one hand to get a dynamic with north American States and Provinces and in the other hand  assess results from Poznan and review last steps toward Copenhagen.
· The climate Group is interested in organising in India next autumn a similar event for Asia in collaboration with Region of South Australia. 
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