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FOR INFORMATION


Institutional Affairs Committee

AER Scholarship 2009

Content:

For the second time, the AER is offering one annual scholarship for a student from an AER member region to undertake a course of study at Masters degree level in a topic related to regional democracy. The scholarship is available for a 1-year full-time Masters-level course, which is properly accredited by a recognised university, in any topic relating to the work of the AER. 

Eligible courses include: Regional Studies, Public Management, International Relations, European Studies and Politics. These are just examples; any course which has a regional aspect may be considered as eligible. In the case of general degrees such as Politics or European Studies, the student will be required to write their Masters thesis on a regional aspect of the topic. The AER scholarship can be used in any department where the organisation is satisfied that adequate supervision for a thesis on regional issues exist. 

Registration:

Eligible applicants must be registered to vote in an AER member region. The AER would particularly welcome applications from candidates from (or going to) Central and Eastern European regions, ethnic minority and disabled candidates, as well as those from a socially disadvantaged background. The AER would also encourage applications from young people already working for a regional administration, who wish to improve their career prospects by undertaking a Masters Degree.

Finances:

The scholarship is valid for one academic year and covers the following:

· up to €5.000 towards the cost of tuition fees

· a grant of €500 per month towards living costs, for a period of up to 12 months

· a return journey between the student’s normal place of residence and the university, up to the value of €500

· visa costs, if relevant

The total maximum value of the scholarship is €11.500

Scholarship 2008:

In 2008 there were 38 applications and the first AER Scholarship was awarded to Laila Tobler from region Thurgau for Switzerland for the studies at the Kent University in Brussels. Currently she is writing her Master Thesis on the following topic: “How do tax regulation influence a company's decision to settle down in the region of the Lake of Constance?”. 

Scholarship 2009:

This year the deadline to apply was 31st March 2009 and the AER Secretariat received 39 applications. The applications will be evaluated in the following way:

· The AER Secretariat will operate a first selection on the basis of the fulfilment of formal criteria by using the evaluation grid. The 10 applications best fitting into these criteria will be identified by the 30th of April 2009.

· The jury will receive these applications at the beginning of May and will dispose of the following month to effectuate a further evaluation, on the basis of the criteria set in the grid. Jury will be requested to give a mark under each criterion and state the resulting total mark for each candidate. 

· The jury is also asked to send back the evaluation grids, duly filled, to the AER Secretariat, by the 1st of June 2009. 

· The AER Secretariat will collect the evaluation grids, calculate the average total mark obtained by each candidate and state the final winner accordingly.  

· The winner of the AER Scholarship 2009 will be officially declared on the 15th of June 2009.

Jury 2009:

In the 2009 Scholarship Jury there will be three academics professors and teachers from three different European countries:

· Dr. Peter Bußjäger, Institutsdirektor, Institut für Föderalismus, Innsbruck

· Associate Professor Silvia Mihalikova, PhD, Jean Monnet Shareholder, Institute of European Studies and International Relations Director, Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences, Comenius University

· Joanna Modrzynska, Mag., Institute of International Relations, Nicolas Copernicus University, Torun in Poland
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