[image: image1.jpg]. | |
x* * Assemblée des Régions d’Europe
: 4 Assembly of European Regions
ik Versammlung der Regionen Europas
Asamblea de las Regiones de Europa
* ke Assemblea delle Regioni d’Europa





[image: image2.jpg]




AER Bureau 


Friburg, 14-15 May 2009

Ref. Agenda: 


Original in English

FOR INFORMATION


Briefing Note on Lisbon Treaty

The Ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon: the State of the Art 

Ratification in the Member States slowly continues after the Irish Referendum. So far, 25 Member States have concluded the parliamentary ratification of the treaty. However, in two of these countries the presidents have yet to sign the ratification act – these are Germany and Poland. 

The German President, Horst Köhler, has not been able to sign the treaty yet, as it must wait for the final pronouncement by the Constitutional Court, on the consistence of the Treaty with German constitutional provisions. 

The political ratification process in Poland was concluded with approval in spring last year. However, the President has not signed the act of ratification yet. Some argue that the president is obliged to follow Parliament’s vote, but there is no formal deadline for his signature. Apparently, the Polish President is waiting for the result of ratification vote in the Czech Senate.  

Ratification procedures are still under way in the Czech Republic. The collapse of the government of Czech Prime Minister Mirek Topolánek has undermined the country's position as the holder of the EU presidency, strengthened the role of Eurosceptic President Václav Klaus, and raised doubts about ratification of the Lisbon Treaty. The Czech Senate will vote on the treaty by early May. The Lisbon Treaty is a sticking point in the Czech Republic, where President Klaus has been on a mission against the document, which he sees as an attack on national sovereignty. President Klaus has a wide following in the Senate, faction of the ruling right-wing Civic Democrats, whose votes are vital for ratification of the treaty, meant to streamline decision-making in the EU. 

The Irish Protocol

At last December summit, the EU leaders announced the adoption of a plan, intended to provide Irish voters with legal guarantees before a second referendum in the autumn 2009. The final approval of the Lisbon Treaty seems increasingly linked to the accession of Croatia to the EU: Irish politicians propose to annex the plan to the Croatian accession Treaty. This solution would ensure the legal entry into force of the protocol. Nonetheless, the heterogeneity of the two documents would leave the accession treaty wide open to attack in the courts.

Alternative scenarios: 

In case the ratification process will not unblock before the accession of Croatia, some alternative scenarios have been envisaged, such as proceeding under the Nice Treaty, negotiating a new treaty or establishing some enhanced co-operations. These scenarios sound all hardly practicable, as they all pose serious problems of governance and co-ordination in the EU.   

Important for AER members:

It is important for AER members to note that Treaty of Lisbon will contribute to a more efficient and democratic working of the institutions. The treaty will allow the European Union to move forward with confidence and to address the challenges at stake, such as climate change or energy provision. It is therefore important to ensure that the European Union involves the citizens in this process. It is imperative that citizens are not given the impression that their views no longer count, as this will only increase the distance between the European Union and them. 
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