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Ref. Agenda: VII.4.7
                original in English

FOR INFORMATION

Institutional affairs meeting

AER Briefing note on the Eastern Partnership (EaP)

Information paper

Background and purpose of the initiative:

Content:
The Eastern Partnership (EaP) is a new EU framework policy scheme to improve cooperation between the EU and its Eastern partners - including: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, Belarus (which will so far participate at a technical level only). Russia is not a partner in the EaP (also not in the ENP), however, ad-hoc cooperation with the EC in the framework of the EaP will be considered.

Aim: 

The EaP seeks to complement the European Neighbourhood Policy and to support further economic development as well as greater democratic governance and stability in the Eastern Neighbourhood of the EU.

Main new initiatives:

· Deepened bilateral cooperation via new association agreements (including possible free-trade agreements) with each EaP country

· A new multilateral cooperation dimension between EU and EaP countries in the framework of four proposed policy platforms on a) Democracy and good governance, b) Economic integration, c) Energy security, d) People to people contacts

· Comprehensive programmes funded by the EU on capacity building

· Establishment of Mobility and Security pacts with the long term goal of visa free travel

· Targeted financial support by the EU for five proposed flagship initiatives:

1. Integrated Border management programme

2. SME Facility

3. Regional electricity markets, improved energy efficiency, increased use of renewable energy sources

4. Southern Energy corridor

5. Disaster management

working structure:

Bilateral cooperation: 



· Will continue through the structures of the ENPI

Multilateral cooperation:  


· Biannual meetings of the Head of States of Government involving the 27 EU member states and the EaP countries

· Annual Spring meetings of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs

· Twice a year meetings (or more) of senior officials* 

*These meetings will be chaired by the European Commission and take place in the framework of the four thematic platforms.

*Panels to support the work of the four platforms would meet as often as appropriate and in the format according to need.

Proposition of an eastern europe and south caucasus local and regional assembly (eap lra):

The European Council and the European Commission invited to Committee of the Regions to create an Eastern Europe and South Caucasus Local and Regional Assembly (EaP LRA) which would serve as a platform of political dialogue and information exchange on sub-national level.

CoR member's position on the EaP LRA (Plenary meeting - 21-22 April 2009 in Brussels):

· General support for a deeper cooperation with the EaP partner countries

· But timing of the establishment of such an EaP LRA debated

· Final position: Establishment of and EaP LRA should be a short term objective which should be based on concrete and tangible forms of cooperation 

Further steps:

AER Secretariat 

· will monitor the coming developments

· disseminate all relevant information to its members

· ensure that regional authorities are involved in the thematic platforms and preparatory panels

· organise and participate in seminars and conferences dealing with the EaP 
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