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FOR INFORATION


Reducing Administrative Burden at EU level – update
In order to reduce administrative costs and thus boost the European economy, the Commission has set up a concrete action plan for on measuring Administrative Costs and reducing Administrative Burden. At the European Spring summit 2007, EU leaders agreed to the Commission's proposed legally binding target for cutting Community red tape by 25% before 2012. In order to take a transparent approach towards the implementing the Action Programme the commission has set up a “High Level Group of Independent Stakeholders on Administrative Burdens” (August 2007) chaired by Dr. Edmund Stoiber and joined as well by Ricardo Illy, former president of the AER. 
In order to raise awareness of the importance of reducing red tape stemming from European law and to identify new suggestions for particular bureaucracy problems, the High level group initiated at the beginning of this year a competition called “Best Idea for Red Tape Reduction Award”. With this competition the HLG does not only want to identify new ideas on how to reduce red tape, but in particular wants to encourage active participation by businesses and business associations, citizens, public authorities and other stakeholders to contribute to the improvement of European legislation. The competition is open until 31 January 2009.  A Jury, which will be headed by Günter Verheugen, Vice-President of the European Commission, Dr. Edmund Stoiber and representatives from other European Institutions, the SCM Network, the Bertelsmann Stiftung and the business world, is going to select the three best ideas, which will then be announced at the European Enterprise Awards ceremony on 13 May 2009 in Prague.  
The AER is working in partnership with the Commission to raise awareness and to disseminate information about this award.  It is one of the priorities of the Standing Committee’s work next year to look into reducing administrative burden on regional level. It therefore welcomes the HLG initiative and will follow up results in order to incorporate them into the work of the committee. 
6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: secretariat@aer.eu - Website: www.aer.eu
PAGE  
	[image: image2.jpg]. | |
x* * Assemblée des Régions d’Europe
: 4 Assembly of European Regions
ik Versammlung der Regionen Europas
Asamblea de las Regiones de Europa
* ke Assemblea delle Regioni d’Europa









www.aer.eu


