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Key achievements of Committee 2 in 2008

Unanimously adopted at the AER General Assembly in Tampere-FIN (13 November 2008)

Demographic challenges

· Review of regional policy for care of the elderly published in June.

· Encouraged regions to consider innovative responses to demographic change: emphasis on intergenerational solidarity and the potential of health and social services [AER conference on regional responses to demographic challenges in Västerbotten-S, June]
eHe@lth

· Foster cooperation and exchange between AER member regions [working meeting in April (Vienna-A) and September seminar on overcoming legal challenges to eHealth in Luzern-CH, at the invitation of St Gallen-CH]

· AER eHe@lth network is acknowledged as the key regional network in eHealth and is regularly invited to present the regional perspective at EU events (e.g. European Ministerial eHealth conference, World of Health IT) 
Emergency planning

· Inform members of the latest policies and technical solutions that are available to them (AER-Eurisy joint seminar on satellite technology, March, Sinaia-RO)

· Facilitate interregional cooperation in emergency planning with a partnership fair for emergency planning project proposals under the 2nd call of InterregIVc (Brussels-B, December 2008)

Financial sustainability of healthcare 
· Launched debate on the financial priorities and the types of investments for regional healthcare. 

· Contribute to the AER debate on the future European cohesion policy. 

· Collaborating partner to project on structural funds and health (co-financed under European Public Health Programme).

Gender equality and equal opportunities 

· Highlighted gender inequalities in the labour market and launched a regional debate on why and how to break the glass ceiling for women.

· 2 meetings: working meeting in Brussels-B in April and 8th annual conference on Equal Opportunities in the labour market (Valencia-E; September)

Preventing alcohol-related harm 

· AER alcohol project continues: part of the Building Capacity project, co-financed under the European Public Health Programme 

· 2 AER Alcohol peer reviews on the availability of alcohol and on preventing alcohol related harm among youth and children.
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