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FOR ADOPTION

Tampere Declaration on Migration and Integration

European regions commit to mutual understanding and respect

Most European regions have a history of either emigration or immigration. Many of them have experienced both, as migration flows shift over the course of history.

Although the migration of populations has for centuries contributed to the development and diversity of Europe, this contribution has often been tempered by the challenges – and often failures – of integration.

Integration of migrants is not a one-sided process. It implies mutual learning, respect, and “give and take”. Regions that welcome migrants according to these principles will invariably be rewarded with a richness of society and a competitive workforce. These rewards far outweigh the negative examples of misunderstandings and prejudices that are so prominent in the media.

The Assembly of European Regions sees the challenge of integration as an increasingly important part of its work. We, the regions of Europe, recognise that the challenge requires regional solutions, and we are therefore committed to:

Integration through education by promoting language acquisition and multiculturalism from an early age while ensuring equal access to the education system;

Integration requires the ability to understand the language and educational norms of the host region, and language competence among citizens is crucial for the sustainability of our societies. 

Integration through employment by simplifying access to the labour market and developing targeted approaches for specific migrant communities, including the provision of micro-finance schemes to stimulate business start-ups;

Integration into the labour market provides migrants with a primary source of social interaction and economic independence. It also balances labour shortages while strengthening the economy – many migrants that have been offered quality employment opportunities have subsequently contributed to the creation of new jobs in their host region. 

Integration through equal access to housing by providing appropriate housing while avoiding the proliferation of migrant “ghettos” that lead to social segregation;

Creating “mixed neighbourhoods” helps to limit physical exclusion while promoting mutual understanding between cultures.

Integration through gender equality by including a strong gender perspective in regional policies;

In many areas of their lives, migrant women are at a distinct disadvantage compared to both migrant men and native women.
Integration through politics and civil society by encouraging migrants to participate in regional governments, administrations, and civil society in particular;

The inclusion of migrants in policy-making processes develops a sense of belonging and civic responsibility among minority communities while ensuring that regions create policies that represent the interests of all citizens.
Adopted by the AER General Assembly in Tampere (FIN) on 14 November 2008.
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