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AER Bureau meeting and General Assembly
Tampere, 12-15th November 2008

Ref. agenda: III


original in English

FOR ADOPTION


Draft minutes of the General Assembly of the Assembly of European Regions

8th – 9th November 2007, Udine, Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)

I. Opening
President Illy, AER President and President of the Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, welcomed participants to Udine and to Friuli Venezia Giulia. He introduced the theme of the General Assembly; ‘Identity – Regions as Building Blocks for Europe’. In this context, he referred to the valuable contributions that the linguistic minorities living in Friuli Venezia Giulia made to the linguistic and cultural diversity of the region.

A one-minute silence was held in memory of Liese Prokop, former President of the AER, who sadly passed away on 31 December 2006. 

II. Adoption of the Draft Agenda
The agenda of the General Assembly was unanimously adopted.

III. Adoption of the Minutes of the Last General Assembly 
The minutes of the General Assembly, which was held in Palma de Mallorca on 9th and 10th November 2006, were unanimously adopted.

IV. State of Membership and Approval of New Members
The following 13 regions applied for AER membership: Dolnoslaskie (PL), Kosice (SK), Kocaeli (TR), Kirsehir (TR), Licko-Senska (HR), Heraklion (GR), Alythus (LT), Republika Srpska (BiH), Sterea Ellada (GR), Hessen (DE), Vlore (AL), Cornwall (UK), Split (HR)

The following regions have decided to withdraw from the AER: Basse Normandie (F), Olso (N), Fyn (DK) (as a result of the regional structure in Denmark), and Uusimaa (FI).

The General Assembly unanimously ratified the admissions and took note of the withdrawals.

It was decided that, in the case that members leave the AER and then return, the procedure that will be followed will be that their withdrawal in cancelled, rather than the region having to re-apply for membership and receive formal approval. This decision was made for Andalucia (ES).

V. Financial matters
1. Adoption of the Annual Accounts 2006

Vice-President Treasurer, Brian Greenslade, gave a report on the annual accounts 2006. The report and the accounts were unanimously adopted. He thanked the regions of Alsace (F), Wallonie (BE) and Alba (RO) for their additional help in terms of the provision of finances, office space and human resources. The accounts were unanimously adopted.

2. Report of the Auditor 

Mr Maire from KPMG gave a report on the annual accounts for the year ending 31 December 2006, which confirmed that the accounting had been carried out in an accurate and orderly manner. This report was unanimously adopted by the General Assembly.

3. Adoption of the Draft Budget 2008

Vice-President Treasurer, Brian Greenslade, presented the draft budget for 2008. Mr Greenslade drew members’ attention to the difficulty of unpaid subscription fees, and asked members to observe the rules on payment of fees. He also highlighted the grant of EUR 150.000 received in 2007 from the European Commission, and the hope that a similar grant would be obtained for 2008-2009.

The budget for 2008 was adopted by the General Assembly, with one abstention.

4. Upcoming General Assembly

Mr Koivisto, President of Tampere (FI), invited the AER to organise its next General Assembly in his region. The General Assembly will take place from 12-15 November 2008. 

VI. Activity reports of the AER President and Secretary General

1. Report of the President

President Riccardo Illy gave his report on the activities of the AER in 2007. He highlighted the AER’s work on the Constitutional Treaty and the Treaty of Lisbon, and mentioned the future enlargement of the EU, in particular calling for Croatia’s membership in 2009. He stated that all the countries of South Eastern Europe needed to be quickly integrated into the European Union.

The President praised the success of the new AER strategy, which had allowed the organisation to really deal with issues that were of interest to the regions and their citizens. He reported that membership continued to grow, and was becoming more diverse, with members from Russia, Ukraine and Turkey for example.

President Illy affirmed that the activities of 2007 and the balance sheet were witnesses to the fact that the AER was in good health. He highlighted the organisation’s concrete activities and results, as well as its growing influence on the European stage. President Illy stated that, as a result of the Lisbon Treaty, the regions would increasingly become the building blocks of Europe, and consequently the role of the AER in Europe would be strengthened.

2. Report of the Secretary General 

Secretary General Klaus Klipp gave his report on the activities of the AER in 2007. He commented that just as the regions are building blocks of Europe, they are also the building blocks of the AER. He asserted that the strength of the organisation lay in the fact that the Bureau, the Presidium and the members drive the work, leading to a bottom-up approach.

Mr Klipp thanked the President for hosting the General Assembly and for his hard work for the organisation. He then spoke about the new structure of the AER, and said that holding the Standing Committee meetings within the Bureau has enriched the Bureau.

Mr Klipp highlighted the fact that the EU grant had been used to employ an assistant for Committee 1, a Youth Officer and a Funding Officer. He also mentioned the Centurio programme, which has now come to an end, and thanked Hajdu-Bihar and Niederösterreich for seconding officers to the AER Secretariat to manage the project.

Mr Klipp mentioned the growing diversity of the Secretariat, also reflected in the languages and the fact that each committee now has 3 staff members. He also mentioned the expansion of the AER Brussels office. The communication channels of the AER had improved, with Quarterly Reports distributed to members in 3 languages, and the further development of the website, which gives members an opportunity to put their own information on the AER website. Mr Klipp encouraged the members to make use of the website, and to put links to the AER website on their own sites. This would be a typical win-win situation. 

VII. Activity Reports of the AER Committees and Programmes and Adoption of Documents
1. Committee 1 on Economy and Regional Development 
Onno Hoes, President of Committee 1 and Regional Minister, Noord Brabant presented the activities of Committee 1 for 2007. The following documents were unanimously adopted by the General Assembly:

· Work Plan 2008

· AER Resolution on Regional Policy

2. Committee 2 for Social Cohesion, Social Affairs and Public Health  
Constantin Ostaficiuc, President of Committee 2, Timis (RO), presented the activity report for Committee 2.  AER Vice-President Michèle Sabban, President of the Equal Opportunities working group - Ile-de-France (FR) presented the report of the Equal Opportunities working group. The following documents were adopted with one abstention by the General Assembly:

· Political priorities 2008-2009

· Work Plan 2008 

· Declaration on “Equal Opportunities for ethnic minorities: the region’s role”

· Timis Declaration on Women and Migration

· Response to Commission consultation regarding community action on health services

· Response to Commission consultation on European Health Strategy

· Response to Commission Consultation regarding e-health interoperability 

Mr Ostaficiuc commented on recent unrest in Italy, which had resulted in some xenophobic treatment of Romanians living in the country; Mr Ostaficiuc deplored such behaviour and stressed the need for proper legal frameworks to prevent discrimination. Mr Ostaficiuc proposed an amendment, in the form of an annex to the AER Pec declaration in order to reflect the AER’s response to the Roma issues.

3. Committee 3 for Culture, Education and Interregional Cooperation
David Kirk, Vice-President of Committee 3 and Cabinet member from Hampshire (UK) presented the report of Committee 3 for 2007. The Committee submitted the following documents, all of which were unanimously adopted by the General Assembly:

· Declaration on the Regions’ Role in Education and Regional Innovation

· Position of the AER on the Communication from the European Commission on a European Agenda for culture in a globalising world

· Work programme 2008

4. Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs

Roy Perry, Vice-President of the Standing Committee for Institutional Affairs (Hampshire), presented the report of the Standing Committee for Institutional Affairs for 2007. The Standing Committee submitted the following documents to the General Assembly, all of which were adopted:

· AER Position on the Council of Europe’s Draft Charter on Regional Democracy 

· AER position on the Constitutional Treaty 

· Strong Regions Need a Strong Europe: Berlin Declaration of the AER 

· Work programme for the Standing Committee for Institutional Affairs for 2008  

5. Standing Committee on Monitoring and Evaluation

Brian Greenslade, Chair of the Committee on Monitoring and Evaluation and Leader of Devon County Council (UK), presented the work of the Standing Committee. The Standing Committee submitted its work plan 2008 to the General Assembly, which duly adopted it.

6. Programmes 

Eurodyssey

Klaus Klipp explained that Eurodyssey was an exchange programme for 18-30 year olds, who undertake a 3-7 month placement in businesses or institutions in another member region. 39 regions participated in the programme in 2007.

Summer School and Youth Summer School
Secretary General Klaus Klipp reported that over 200 people participated in the AER Summer School and Youth Summer School, which were held in Devon (UK) from 26th August – 1st September 2007. The theme of the Summer Schools was “Sustainable Development in the European Regions”. The Youth Summer School had over 80 participants, aged 18-24. Mr Klipp expressed his thanks to the host region of Devon (UK) and to the regions of the Summer School Organising Committee. 

Mr Hans Lundqvist, President of Jämtland (SE) and Rasmus Mollund, AER Youth Ambassador for Jämtland, presented the Summer School 2008, which would take place in their region from 24th - 30th August.

7. Youth Team 
Claire Bridges (West Sussex -UK), President of the Youth Team, presented the work of the Youth Team during 2007. She introduced the 7 members of the team, and outlined the planned activities of the Youth Team for the coming year, which will take place at regional, European and AER levels.  

Presentation by the Mayor of Udine

Sergio Cecotti, Mayor of Udine, gave his welcome to participants. He thanked the AER for choosing Udine as the seat for the General Assembly. He spoke about the new Europe based on shared values rather than military strength, and about the different cultural and linguistic identities that exist in Europe; he emphasised the role of local and regional authorities in promoting these identities. Mr Cecotti emphasised that today’s Europe had to give every citizen the possibility to practice their own religion, speak their own language and determine their own lives; this would create political stability. He concluded by saying that the AER had created an important space for this process.

Presentation by the President of the Regional Council of Friuli Venezia Giulia

Alessandro Tesini, President of the Regional Council of Friuli Venezia Giulia, praised the work of the AER, as a demonstration of the fact that Europe was not only constructed through diplomatic negotiation, but also through active participation of citizens. He also highlighted the role of the regions in securing the future of young people in Europe.

VIII. Communication Award Ceremony 

Roy Perry, Vice-President of the Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs, explained that 2007 was the first year of the AER Communicating Europe Award, which recognises regional best practice in the area of communicating Europe to the citizens. The winner of the first prize was Extramadura (ES), followed by Kärnten in second place and Sisak Moslavina (HR) in third place. Representatives of all three regions briefly presented their winning entries.

IX. “Reflections on European Identities in the European Union and in the wider Europe” - Speech by Predrag Matvejevic 
Predrag Matvejevic, Professor of Slavic Studies at Sapienza University, Rome, looked at the question of ‘what is Europe?’ He emphasised the fact that Europe at the time of the signature of the Treaty of Rome was very different to Europe at the time when the Lisbon Treaty was agreed. He also warned against confusing the concepts of ‘Europe’ and the European Union. He stressed that the European Union needs to be more open and must be a ‘Europe of citizens’ rather than a Europe of nation states. Professor Matvejevic reflected on the fact that it is not always easy to work across borders, but that AER was succeeding in doing just that and had really opened itself to the countries of the new Europe. Professor Matvejevic concluded that regionalism is sometimes confused with separatism and therefore wrongly viewed as narrow-minded; in reality it is the opposite of this, as one has contact with other regions and is therefore opened up to new perspectives. 

X. “The Future of the Nation State and the Regional State: Challenges Linked to Social Cohesion, Accountability and Socialisation”- Speech by Alain Gagnon

Alain Gagnon, Director of the Interdisciplinary Centre for Research on Diversity in Quebec (CRIDAQ) and Professor in Montreal, talked about the specificity of diversity in Canada. He asserted that federalism must be about diversity and about ensuring that everyone has the same status; it must be about multi-nationality, and should not try to make everything uniform. Greater social cohesion should result if every individual and every layer of society is able to express itself freely. He praised the AER for helping regions to live up to their diversity and to increase their ability to learn from others. He reported that Canada faced many important decisions in the near future, such as on whether it would allow individual states to move towards independence. Mr Gagnon commented that Quebec is a ‘potential nation state’ , which like some European regions could possibly create a state. He concluded, however, that demanding too much independence is not always beneficial for the regions concerned, and he challenged participants to consider how far federalism should go. 
XI. “Diversity as a Building Block for Innovation in Europe” – Speech by Susan Justesen

Susan Justesen, Founder of the INNOVERSITY Network (Copenhagen Business School) and visiting scholar in Stanford spoke about innovation and the reasons why diversity is so important for creating innovative societies. She explained that innovation was about combining and exchanging knowledge and about challenging the current status quo. Ms Justesen considered why diversity is important to innovation. She showed how diversity increases the knowledge available within a group, gives better access to external networks, and improves the ability to assess and absorb new ideas and trends. Ms Justesen then moved on to consider the challenges and opportunities facing Europe in terms of diversity and innovation. She concluded that Europe has a huge diversity and that a strong tradition of collaboration between diverse groups already exists. This can give us a comparative advantage over countries such as China. Ms Justesen concluded that we need to become aware of and learn to capitalise upon the huge potential for innovation already existing within Europe.  Ms Justesen’s presentation is available on the AER website: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/2/2007/aer-general-assembly-udine.html 
XII-XIII. Open Space and Fishbowl Discussion 

Participants had the opportunity to participate in a range of activities highlighting regional and European identity. These included the following:

· Debate: debates were held, House of Commons style, on contentious issues of European identity.

· Lounge: in the lounge area, participants were interviewed to produce short films on attitudes towards regional and European identity

· Workshops: prominent experts discussed their views on regional identity with participants

· Speakers corner: speakers gave short presentations on a range of issues relating to regional identity

· European Map: participants had the opportunity to express their own regional identity on a large AER map 

· Market Place: participants had the opportunity to answer a range of questions about European identity and to watch interviews with other participants

· Gallery: participants left their comments on a range of pictures showing the diversity of European and regional identities.

Natasha Walker, moderated a ‘Fishbowl Discussion’ to draw out the main conclusions of the Open Space session. The participants included Riccardo Illy, Michelle Sabban (Ile de France), Eva Almhjell (Vestfold), Brad Watson (West Sussex), Christopher Landholt (St Gallen), and Timur Akulov (Tatarstan). Participants concluded that the Open Space had provided a good opportunity for them to discuss the topic of the General Assembly and to be active participants in the work.

XIV. Adoption of the Final Declaration
President Illy introduced the final declaration, which was adopted unanimously by the General Assembly. A copy of the final declaration can be found on the following web page: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/2/2007/aer-general-assembly-udine.html 

XV. Most Youth Friendly European Region Award Ceremony
Claire Bridges introduced the Most Youth Friendly Region Award, and President Illy made the presentation of the award to the region of Vrancea (RO). Mr Oprisan from Vrancea presented their project.

XVI. Moderated Talk on the Regional Aspect of Identity – Karl-Heinz Lambertz and Moni Ovadia
Natasha Walker then moderated a discussion on the regional aspects of identity between Karl-Heinz Lambertz, Prime Minister of the German-speaking Community of Belgium, and Moni Ovadia, Actor, musician and writer. The discussants examined whether there is a collective regional identity, which is more than just the sum of the individual identities of the people in the region. They considered that people have a need for a regional anchoring and responsibility, particularly in an age of increased globalisation. 

They also discussed whether each region has a unique identity and which factors differentiate one region from another. 

Mr Lambertz and Mr Ovadia concluded that regional and national identities are not in contradiction with one another, but are rather different facets of the same issue. Regional identity is something increasingly important, parallel to the importance of the regions themselves, but not in contradiction with the nation state. The formation of regional identity is an ongoing process, rooted in history, in the common destinies of the people, but is also continuously developing. 
President Illy concluded by summarising the discussion and saying that multiple identities strengthen rather than challenge each other. 

XVII. Innovation Award Ceremony
Michelle Sabban, Vice-President of AER (Ile de France - F), announced that the region of Niederösterreich (A) was the winner of the Innovation Award. The award was given to  Landeshauptman Erwin Proll by President Barroso of the European Commission, President Illy and Michelle Sabban. The second prize went to the region of Valencia (ES), and the third prize-winner was the region of Upper Austria.

XVIII. Speech by Riccardo Illy, President of the AER and of Friuli Venezia Giulia
President Illy welcomed President Barroso to the AER General Assembly, which he attended for the second time. He spoke about the competitive advantage that diversity and multiple identities bring to Europe. He mentioned many of the innovative European projects currently underway. He asked President Barroso to promote amongst the Member States the attribution of more powers, especially legislative powers, to the regions. He called for greater integration of the European Union and expressed his appreciation for the agreement of the Lisbon Treaty, calling for its swift ratification. At the same time, President Illy highlighted the need for further enlargement, particularly to the countries of South East Europe.  He concluded by saying that the AER would help to facilitate the enlargement of the EU and the integration of new countries.

XIX. Speech by José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission
President Barroso expressed his pleasure and honour at being at the AER General Assembly, and thanked President Illy for his invitation. He praised President Illy for turning what had been a ‘Cold War’ border region and a symbol for the divided Europe into a region that was prosperous and central to Europe.

President Barroso highlighted the changes that have occurred since he last spoke before the AER General Assembly, particularly in terms of Cohesion Policy. Although the EU is a union of states, even at an early stage of European integration, the regional voice was heard. He said that it was very important to remember that the idea of regionalism has been at the heart of the European project from the outset, and is part of the process of structuring Europe and remaining close to the citizens of Europe. 

The Treaty of Lisbon has strengthened the role of the regions in Europe. Local and regional authorities have been given more powers because they are closer to the grassroots, and ever more necessary in the age of globalisation. 

The Commission believes each country has the right to determine how it structures itself internally. Member States constantly ask the European Commission to respect the principle of subsidiarity; however they also need to make sure that they implement the principle of subsidiarity themselves, by devolving decision-making to local and regional authorities when appropriate. President Barroso remarked that regionalisation and decentralisation are unstoppable developments. He said that the Commission had encouraged Member States to carry out reforms and give more rights to local and regional authorities. He looked at the examples of Portugal (in terms of Azores and Madeira) and Greece, where a greater strengthening of the regions has occured as a result of joining the EU.. 

Regional policy has become based on political partnership between the Commission, the Member States and the regional and local authorities. President Barroso said that he liked to think of this as a network, with links between partners of equal status, not a vertical hierarchy. He said that cohesion policy encourages the increased participation of local and regional authorities in the Lisbon Strategy. Regions face new challenges such as globalisation and climate change; interregional cooperation can help them to address this.

President Barroso said that he is now much more confident about the future of Europe. Two years ago there was a shadow of scepticism about Europe, but now the Lisbon Strategy is working better, European economies are performing better; all this is giving a new momentum to Europe. Only a European Union that is confident in itself can enlarge; the EU’s door remains open. We must maintain the idea of a global open Europe. The diversity of Europe is indeed a great asset for Europe. Europe is the laboratory of the future. It is the first time that free countries decided to put their futures together. It is the task of Europe to propose its methods of regional and economic integration, as well as its regional diversity, to the rest of the world, to help address the global challenges.  He concluded by saying that the commitment of regions to European project plays a positive role in this.

A copy of President Barroso’s speech is available on the AER website:  http://www.a-e-r.org/events/2/2007/aer-general-assembly-udine.html 

XX. Concluding Remarks 
President Illy thanked President Barroso for his contribution and then declared the General Assembly closed. 

6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: secretariat@a-e-r.org - Website: www.aer.eu
	[image: image2.jpg]







