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AER Bureau meeting and General Assembly

Tampere, 12-14th November 2008

Ref. agenda: IV.1.2


original in English

FOR ADOPTION


Key achievements of Committee 1 in 2008

Cohesion policy

· AER position on future cohesion policy. Adopted in June 2008 in Wroclaw, Dolnoslaskie (PL) by the AER Bureau and is presented for adoption at the General Assembly.
· Debate on territorial cohesion: a definition of territorial cohesion was issued in June. Following the publication of the EC Green paper on territorial cohesion on 6 October, a position on territorial cohesion is presented for adoption at the General Assembly.

Innovation and Economic Development

· Innovation award: the winner is to be announced at the AER General Assembly. The award has also been revised in order to become more attractive and ensure a better follow-up of the submitted projects.
· AER Conference : “Innovation, creativity, diversity: the regional dimension of European economic excellence”, Upper-Austria (A) on 27-28 October. 
Environment: Climate change and energy

· Answer to the EC Green Paper on climate change produced by the working group on climate change and handed out to the European Commission. 
· AER/UNDP Climate Change Programme. Objective: North-South cooperation at regional level in a view to reduce regions’ carbon footprint, in particular in developing countries.
· More4NRG: Interreg IVC project led by Flevoland (NL) Objective: Mutual assessment of outcomes in reducing energy consumption and making use of RES. AER is a full partner.
Rural Development

· Conference on Future Rural development Policy and rural regions and seminar on second homes, as an opportunity for rural areas: this event took place in Lillehammer, Oppland (N) 
· European Rural Development Network: the AER was accepted as a full member of this new EU advisory network. 
Tourism

· Peer review on tourism. Host: Tatarstan (RU) Team of experts: Carinthia, BITS and Flevoland. They advised the region on how to improve its tourism strategy.
· PRESERVE: Interreg IVC project led by AER. Objective: share best practices on sustainable tourism strategies via peer reviews and seminars. 
· Web portal: the portal was free of charge in 2008 and now gather over 20 partners. More and better links with AER visiting cards have been defined as well.  
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