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AER Bureau meeting
Tampere, 12-14 November 2008

Agenda item: IV.3.4
Original in German

FOR ADOPTION

Accession to the FOGAR network

Proposal for a decision by the Bureau: 

The AER joins the FOGAR.

Justification

A. Because of the general description of the objective and character of the FOGAR, reference is made to the document which was already submitted to the Bureau meeting in Wroclaw and Paris. Reference is also made to the discussion at the Bureau meeting in Paris (see minutes).

The Bureau largely agreed that AER involvement in a large international network such as is emerging with the FOGAR is sensible. This assessment is to be further underscored according to the impression of the EB meeting in Saint Malo and the regional climate summit staged jointly by the FOGAR at the same location (28-30.10.2008).

B. Aspects to be considered:

1. The discussion about the future shape of the FOGAR is entering a decisive phase. As an observer, it is not possible to influence this discussion. The next meeting of the Executive Board is already scheduled for 13 February 2009 in Florence, at which time further arrangements will be made for the future of the FOGAR. In particular, a further step towards the establishment of the future contribution structure will be made, along with the setting of criteria for a future headquarters for the FOGAR. The AER should endeavour to get its interests covered here in a timely manner.

a) Headquarters: At the meeting under reference in Saint Malo, it was reported that offers have been made from Geneva and Lisbon for premises for a future FOGAR General Secretariat.

b) Membership contribution: According to the decisions at the last meeting, the existing structure (voluntary payments by some members, majority of secretariat work carried out by voluntary services from the CPMR) is supposed to be maintained in 2009 and into 2010. No contribution is to be fixed until 2010, and it is supposed to reflect the abilities of the individual members. There was agreement to the effect that the demand for an effective organisation with an appropriately equipped General Secretariat can be met no more than partially, if at all, through members’ own contributions, because this would place too big a burden on the members. So the FOGAR will need to be funded less from members’ contributions and more from subsidies.

The MEP who was in attendance at Saint Malo, Lambert van Nistelroy, explained that he can see good chances of permanent support for the FOGAR by the EU. According to the status of the discussions in Saint Malo, a stance in favour of a members’ contribution is likely, which will not exceed 10,000 euro (from 2010).

2. The importance of the FOGAR is increasing, as can be seen from the keen interest among the current members (high turnout in Saint Malo) and the further influx of members (list of members at annex).

3. The themes of importance for all the AER member regions are global, no longer just European: climate change; the world financial crisis; migration; food security and security of water supplies.

4. The EU Commission will be inclined, given the increasing commitment – including in financial terms – to collaboration with other parts of the world, to look for a strong partner as its main interlocutor which already has a good structure of contacts outside Europe. This will tend to be to the detriment of the AER if it does not get involved in the FOGAR.

5. The AER’s commitment to the FOGAR should and can be controlled in such a way that no excessive claims on resources (manpower and concrete resources) will be required. The point is to make use of the worthwhile synergy effects of the network for our own activities, in other words ultimately the interests of the member regions, not to develop new activities which have nothing to do with the statutory task of the AER.
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