	[image: image1.jpg]





PAGE  
2

AER Bureau meeting and General Assembly

Tampere, 12-14th November 2008

Ref. agenda: IV.4.5


original in English

FOR ADOPTION


Key achievements of the standing committee on institutional affairs in 2008

Committee Plenaries 

· Spring session in Wroclaw, PL on decentralising indicators (BAK study), Lisbon Treaty and answer to the Council of Europe on enhancing local and regional democracy
· Autumn session in Paris, F: AER position on the Lamassoure report adopted and sent to the French Presidency of the EU; key note by Alain Lamassoure, MEP

Communicating Europe

· 2nd AER Award Communicating Europe: 17 applications

· Best practice conference in Brussels in May with Danuta Hübner, 80 participants

· 5 citizen fora: Gävleborg (S), Wroclaw (PL), Banja Luka (BiH), Heves (H), Paris (F), Västra Götaland (S)

· Do you speak European? Competition: 36 regional debates from 11 countries; final in December, 1000 participants

Regionalism and governance

· BAK Basel study on decentralisation indicators commissioned 

· Seminar on regionalism in the Ukraine with AER member regions as speakers 

· Study visits of Russian delegation in Brussels, February

· Visit to Georgian regions, June

· Donetsk governor meeting with Danuta Hübner, June

Training Academy

· 4 Training Academies on EU decision-making and funding in Brussels and Sarajevo in English and French

AER Scholarship

· 38 applications from 26 regions out of 15 countries

Contribution to key conferences

· “Going local”, the CoR’s inter-institutional communication forum

· e-government conference, October, Eberbach Monestry Eltville am Rhein

· Subsidiarity conference of the Land of Hessen, September, Berlin

· Subsidiarity conference, October, Committee of the Regions, Brussels
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