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Corporate Sponsorship

As adopted by the General Assembly in Tampere on 13th November 2008

Why seek corporate sponsorship?

· Companies can be valuable partners for the AER members and provide first-hand information on the technology available to efficiently deliver some services (e-health, renewable energies)

· Additional funding will help us in the full delivery of the AER Strategic Plan and enable us to deliver extra services to our members

AER ethical guidelines

1) Corporate sponsorship will not impact on AER (political) independence

· AER will not enter into a sponsorship agreement which connects AER to lending support to any political organisation/ party

· AER lobbying and political work will stay exclusively financed by the secretariat’s own means (membership fees)

· Sponsors will not have influence in the contents of the work of AER or AER events.

2) The approval of a partnership is subject to the respect of AER core values by the partner company

· Criteria to be taken into account in the search for suitable partners include, but are not limited to employment practices, environment standards, financial management practices

· Considering the AER specific values & work area, tobacco and alcohol companies should be ruled out of our pool of potential partners 

· The use of branding and logo should not interfere with the AER’s own corporate identity

3) Transparency: corporate agreements are concluded in the name of our members regions, which will be sufficiently informed of all partnership(s)

· All sponsorship deals will be concluded by the signing of a legal agreement 

· AER will be responsible for drafting a report for the sponsor(s) at the end of the project, detailing how the extra resources were spent. This report will be made available for AER members

· GA’s report on the budget will entail a special section on the corporate funds, stating their amounts and what they were used for (monitoring)

· These guidelines will be part of the agreement reached 

4) Confidentiality: AER database and personal contacts will not be given to any partner

· Services provided to sponsors are strictly limited to enhanced visibility during events and contact/ networking possibilities

· AER contacts will only serve the purpose of internal communication

· Further contacts can be established with our sponsors upon request

5) Added value 

· Corporate sponsorship should ensure an efficient implementation of the AER strategy

· A detailed overview of what amount of money we aim at raising and for which purpose(s) will always be drafted prior to contacting any sponsor 

· The money raised thanks to corporate sponsorship should serve our members’ interest and provided them with a visible added value

LK/KK, as at 29/09/2008 with feedback of MT
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