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FOR ADOPTION


Standing Committee for Institutional Affairs

Political Priorities and work programme 

2010

In 2010 the Standing Committee for Institutional Affairs will address the following political priorities: 

(i)   
Monitoring and supporting the development of regional democracy in different 
countries of Europe 

(ii) 
Ensuring that European governance mechanisms provide the optimal framework 
conditions for regional democracy in Europe 

(iii) 
Communicating Europe in a decentralised and citizens friendly way  

(iv) 
Supporting institutional capacity building (AER Training Academy) 

	(i) Regional Democracy and decentralisation:


In 2010 AER will celebrate its 25th anniversary. The Standing Committee will use this important year  to celebrate its own declaration on regionalism, to provide an overview of the state of play of regional democracy in Europe and to discuss the perspectives and future of regions in a united Europe. The Standing Committee will: 

· Organisation of conference on the state of play of regional democracy in combination with AER's 25th anniversary celebrations

· Monitor the decentralisation processes in Europe and feeding information into AER Regionalism Report which will be updated  

· Continue to work on an online tool for better information access to AER Regionalism Report (web portal) on AER website

· Organise several regionalism caravans on decentralisation and regional competences 

· Organisation of a seminar on the special autonomy status of certain regions in cooperation with the interregional working group of the Council of Europe   

	(ii) European Governance:


Currently a new European governance cycle is getting started seeing a new European Commission and a new European Parliament in place and the most likely adopition of a new working structure provided by the Lisbon Treaty. The Standing Committee will monitor the new institutional set up and make sure that regional concerns are taken into consideration. In particular the Standing Committee will:  

· Monitor and disseminate the latest developments in the application of the principle of subsidiarity and the new Lisbon Treaty 

· Contribute to European debates on multilevel governance 

· Monitor and contribute to developments and discussions on macro-regionalisation processes in Europe 

· Contribute to discussions on the Budget review 

	(iii) Communicating Europe:


The lack of participation of European citizens to the European elections has shown that European integration is still a process far away from the citizens. Since Europe is more and more affecting our daily life, the Standing Committee will continue to provide its decentralised communication activities about European affairs and will organise following activities: 

· AER Competition "Do you speak European?" 

· AER European Citizens' Forum

· AER Communicating Europe Award

	(iv) Institutional capacity building - AER Training Academy:


The Standing Committee will continue to provide members with know-how on European institutions and regional lobbying mechanisms as well as on specific European policies or financial instruments. For 2010 the Standing Committee will organise Training Academies on: 

· Territorial cooperation mechanisms (eg EGTC) - advanced course 

· European institutions and decision making - introductory course 

· European Territorial Cohesion and structural funds - advanced course 

· European Research and the new FP8 programme - advanced course 
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