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Draft minutes of the Ordinary General Assembly of the AER  
in Belfort (26 -27/11/2009) 

 
 

The General Assembly is preceded by an opening ceremony. 
 

Yves Menat , Director General of General Electric France, welcomed the members of the 
AER. 

I) Opening session presented by Alain Denvers  

Alain Denvers , mediator, warmly welcomed the members of the AER to the territory of 
Belfort. He then handed the floor to Marie-Guite DUFAY, President of the Franche-Comté 
region. 

Marie-Guite  Dufay, President of the Region Franche-Comté, greeted the representatives 
from all the regions of Europe gathered that day to address the issue of energy, a 
challenge to civilisation. The region of which she was president was working to tackle this 
challenge both via its own responsibilities, specifically in terms of transport, but also 
because it was a duty incumbent upon us all. She also touched upon the particular 
examples of cooperation between the Franche-Comté region and Switzerland. 

Alain Denvers  recalled that France was currently rethinking the division of territories and 
the elected representatives at local, regional and departmental level. He called upon 
every speaker to give their name and say which institution they represented. 

Yves Ackermann , President of the Conseil général du Territoire de Belfort, emphasised 
how important it was for the department to be playing host to the regions of Europe. He 
restated the prerogatives of the department, specifically in the areas of the economy, 
public transport and social affairs. 

Christian Proust , President director general of SEMPAT, the mixed economy society 
running the meeting venue, set out the principle and explained the operation of a mixed 
economy society, the purpose of such a structure being to optimise the organisation of 
the economic dynamism and activity of businesses and the quality of life of employees. 

Etienne Butzbach , mayor of Belfort and President of the Communauté d’Agglomération 
belfortaine, explained the operation of the Communauté d’agglomération, which is a 
cooperative of 30 municipalities, totalling 100,000 inhabitants, who delegate all their 
strategic competences to the town. He mentioned the Université technologique de 
Belfort-Montbéliard, which receives 2,600 trainee engineers. 

Pierre  Moscovici , President of the Communauté d’agglomération du Pays de 
Montbéliard, spoke about the project to make Belfort and Montbéliard into an urban area 
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of 300,000 inhabitants, recalling that the region’s industrial identity was characterised by 
the presence of PSA, the big French car maker. He also mentioned the forthcoming 
arrival of the TGV (high-speed train), which would link the region to the capitals of 
Europe. 

Alain Denvers  asked Yves Ackermann to talk about the energy sector within the territory 
and the efforts being made to develop this essential activity. 

Yves Ackermann  explained that demand for energy was predicted to increase massively 
as the economic recovery got underway. In parallel, it was important to husband energy 
and control demand. While oil consumption was likely to dwindle quite quickly, gas 
consumption would remain very high for many years to come; so it would be necessary to 
increase the capacity of the turbines. Research needed to be directed at the coal-fired 
thermal plants, which seriously damage the environment. The key issue would be 
renewables, and consumption would need to be tailored to output. It was crucial to 
support private research in parallel with the development of public research in the 
Territory of Belfort, via the UTBM. 

Alain Denvers  quizzed Etienne Butzbach about research and innovation for the future of 
the territory. 

Etienne Butzbach  confirmed that this was a key issue, explaining the process embarked 
upon with General Electric on fuel cells and hydrogen technologies, which he was 
anxious to see driven forward. He also spoke about the setting in place of the innovation 
city at the TECHNOM site. 

Christian Proust  explained that TECHNOM was more than an institution, it was a 
company. He set out the reasons why the territories and businesses needed to join forces 
to deliver solutions. This shared innovation seemed to be at the very heart of the 
territories’ new economic development policies. TECHNOM was one of the forums where 
it was possible to team up with industrial partners to build a demonstrator of what 
intelligent networks could be like. 

Alain Denvers  enquired whether the AER could have any influence on Copenhagen. 

Pierre  Moscovici  confirmed that it could, because Copenhagen was to be an 
international meeting. 

Etienne Butzbach placed his trust in collective mobilisation, underscoring the need to 
fight for a genuine European energy policy. The stance of the Americans and the Chinese 
was key. 

Marie-Guite  Dufay  agreed that binding decisions needed to come out of Copenhagen. If 
the AER mobilisation asserted the strength of the territories in Copenhagen, this would be 
some progress with regard to the challenges ahead. 

Alain Denvers  handed the floor to Ricardo Cordoba, President of GE Energy for Western 
Europe and North Africa. 

Ricardo  Cordoba, President of GE Energy Europe recalled that General Electric Energy 
employed 90,000 people in Europe, accounting for 35 to 40 % of its staff complement. It 
was an honour for GE Energy to have been chosen by the Assembly of European 
Regions, and he outlined the type of cooperation being envisaged. Several solutions 
would meet the challenge raised by Energy: optimising consumption, improving the 
output of power plants and renewables. Copenhagen would be difficult, but he appealed 
to all the regions to convince their populations, the Member States, Europe and the world 
at large. 

Opening address  
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Mich•le Sabban , President of the AER – Vice-president of the Ile-de-France region, 
gave the opening address. 

II) Statutory affairs  

1. Adoption of the draft agenda Ð Adopted unanimously  

2. Adoption of the report on the last General Assembly (Tampere, 13 and 14 
November  2008) Ð Adopted unanimously  

3. Status of accessions and acceptance of ne w members Ð the General Assembly 
ratified the new admissions and took note of the withdrawals  

Klaus Klipp reported on the status of accessions (Kvemo Kartli and Tbilisi from Georgia, 
Murcia from Spain, the district of Brecko from Bosnia-Herzegovina and Denizli from 
Turkey) and withdrawals (Veneto from Italy, South Karelia from Finland, Hertfordshire 
from the United Kingdom and Central Bohemia from the Czech Republic). 

The accession of the Mordovia region in Russia, which had announced its intention to 
join, would become effective next year. 

4. Adoption of the 2008 balance sheet Ð Adopted unanimously  

Urs WŸthrich -Pelloli , Vice-president Treasurer, presented his report on the AER’s 
financial balance sheet for 2008, announcing that the accounts balanced perfectly and 
warmly thanking everyone who had been involved in their sound management over the 
previous financial period. 

5. AuditorÕs report on the 2008 balance sheet Ð Adopted unanimously  

Pascal  Maire , the auditor from KPMG, certified the annual accounts as presented. 

6. Adoption of the 2010 budgetary draft Ð Adopted by a large majority of the  
General Assembly  

Urs WŸthrich -Pelloli  indicated that the increase of 5 % in receipts was linked to the 
adaptation of membership fees in line with average inflation. The budget would be 
appreciably higher for the 2010 financial period, namely €2,644,000 and probably in 
balance for the next assembly. 

The General Assembly is interrupted for the meeting of the extraordinary General 
Assembly and continues after the extraordinary General Assembly. 

 

III) Mobility programs for European youth  

Mich•le Sabban  welcomed Jean-Pierre Chevènement, former Minister who was present 
in the room, and handed the floor to Rui Bettencourt, secretary general of Eurodyssey. 

1. Presentation of the E urodyssey programme  

Rui  Bettencourt  recalled that the Eurodyssey program had been started in Franche-
Comté through the President Edgar Faure, that it was now 24 years old and that it 
fostered professional mobility for young people in Europe. The program had been 
expanding over the past three years, from 26 to 39 regions, and the number of trainees 
had risen by 25 %. It benefited 20,000 young people from regions in Germany, England, 
Belgium, Bosnia, Croatia, Spain, France, Georgia, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Romania and 
Switzerland. More than 80 % of the young people following the program had found a job. 
Rui Bettencourt stressed that Eurodyssey is a political action program by the Europe of 
the regions, focused on young people, employment, Europe and the regions. He also 
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highlighted the fundamental importance of the signature of a protocol of agreement 
between the Assembly of European Regions and LOJIQ. 

2. Presentation of the LOJIQ program  

Alfred  Pilon  greeted the Assembly of European Regions, drawing attention to the 
presence of Christos Sirros, an eminent figure in Quebec diplomatic circles, general 
delegate in Brussels and Quebec’s representative for Benelux and the European 
institutions, as well as Bernard Voyer, the ambassador to LOJIQ. Alfred Pilon gave a 
presentation about Quebec, concentrating on the determination to create a bridge 
between Quebec and the regions of Europe that were members of the AER, for the sake 
of promoting closer ties among young people and communities. The agreement between 
the AER and LOJIQ was an appeal for reciprocity in future-oriented projects, especially in 
terms of sustainable development. 

 

3. Remarks by the President Sabban.  

4. Signature of the protocol of agreement between the AER and LOJIQ Ð Quebec 
(Offices de la Jeunesse internationale, Quebec) 

Michèle Sabban, Alfred Pilon and Rui Bettencourt, Christos Sirros as witness and 
Klaus Klipp proceeded to sign the agreement. 

5. Award of the Prize for Innovation  

Fifteen applications of a very high standard had been received before the closing date of 
30 June 2009. There were two winners: Silesia (Slaskie PL) for the project ‘SEKAP’ and 
Västra-Götaland (S) for the project ‘Industrial Dynamics’. 

The jury decided to award a prize for ‘Special recognition’ to Heraklion (GR) for the 
project ‘Heraklion prefecture mobile mammography unit’. 

On the way to Copenhagen  

IV-V) After the screening of a video, lecture: ‘Around the world summit by summit’, by 
international explorer Bernard Voyer.  

Activity reports  

VII) Activity reports by the AER com mittees, programs and adoption of documents  

1. Committee  1: Economy and Regional Development  

Hakan Sandgren (Jönköping, SE), President of Committee 1, reported on past and 
future activities. The following documents were adopted by a majority of the General 
Assembly: 

!   The report on the key priorities and the plan for 2010; 
!  The AER’s recommendations on the future of cohesion policy post-2013. 

2. Committee  2: Social Policy and Public Health  

Constantin  Ostaficiuc (Timis, RO), President of Committee 2, presented his report for 
2009. The following documents were adopted unanimously by the General Assembly: 

!  The political priorities 2010-2011; 
!  The work program 2010; 
!  The AER roadmap for demographic change; 
!  The impacts of climate change on health; 
!  The European Union’s action on reducing health inequalities; 
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!  Proposal by the European Commission on a Directive on cross-border healthcare; 
!  Health personnel in Europe; 
!  Declaration on regional funding of healthcare. 

3. Standing Committee on Equal Opportunit ies  

Monica  Carlsson , President of the standing committee, stressed the importance of 
promoting equal opportunities between men and women and combating violence against 
women. She outlined the plans for 2010, particularly the one for the transformation of the 
Gender Observatory into a Standing Committee.  

Terry  Napper (Somerset, UK) suggested also looking at men as victims of violence. 

David  Kirk (Hampshire, UK) recalled that the Standing Committee studied at Gothenburg 
related to all issues of equality, and that it would be coming on stream right away, without 
the addition of other subjects; he and others could pledge their support only on that basis. 

S. Cools (AER secretariat) approved, but explained that inequalities would be tackled 
gradually. 

St-Gallen  (CH), against the creation of the Standing Committee, proposed submitting 
point 7.2.1 separately for adoption and Urs Wüthrich-Pelloli agreed. 

The following documents were adopted by the General Assembly: 

!  Work program 2010; adopted with one vote against 
!  AER declaration on violence against women; adopted with one vote against 
!  Standing Committee on Equal Opportunities (SCEO) (by a separate vote carried 

by a majority with 10 votes against). 

4. Committee 3: Culture, Education and Interregional Cooperation  

David  Kirk (Hampshire, UK), Vice-President of Committee 3, presented Committee 3’s 
activity report on behalf of Johanna Mikl-Leitner. The following documents were adopted 
by the General Assembly of the AER: 

!  Work program 2010; 
!  Resolution on the Youth network; 
!  Wiesbaden resolution; 
!  Strategic program for the Youth Network 2009-2010. 

5. Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs  

Roy Perry (Hampshire, UK), Vice-President of the Permanent Committee, replacing 
Peter Straub, presented the activity report of the Standing Committee on Institutional 
Affairs. The following documents were submitted to the vote and adopted unanimously by 
the General Assembly: 

!  Activity report 2009; 
!  Priorities for 2010, also including the work program; 
!  Work program with European funding; 
!  Declaration on the expectations of the Committee vis-à-vis the new European 

Commission; 
!  Draft document on governance at multi-levels. 

Urs WŸthrich -Pelloli  explained that the document proposed by the Hungarian regions 
was not put to the vote because discussions were ongoing. 

6. Standing Committee Monitoring and Evaluation  

Brian Greenslade (Devon, UK), President of the standing committee, recalled that the 
prime objective of the Standing Committee Monitoring and Evaluation was to check the 
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preparation and presentation of the AER’s strategic plan and to address questions such 
as governance problems, present across any organisation like the AER. He presented 
the activity report, which was then adopted by the General Assembly. 

7. Programs  

1/ Summer school  

Ana Enguidanos Weyler  (Comunidad Valenciana, E) presented the 2009 report on the 
14th summer school organised in Valencia on the theme of exchanges of good practice 
and knowledge with regard to water management. The report was adopted by the 
General Assembly of the AER. 

VI) Activity reports by the President of the AER and the Secretary General  

Klaus  Klipp  recalled that 90 % of the AER budget came from its members’ fees, and 
thanked them for their contribution despite the economic crisis. The impact in the regions 
had varied widely depending on their respective economic situations, but they had all 
been actively trying to combat the crisis. A subsidiarity study run by the AER had shown 
the link between decentralisation and economic growth. The study had likewise 
demonstrated that innovation depends on the regions’ skills in the area as well as in the 
universities. Klaus Klipp cited a survey on energy reporting that 60 % of the 99 % of the 
people questioned had replied that energy was one of the major issues to be addressed 
in the next 15 years. He mentioned the conference of the AER in spring 2009 organised 
with the UNDP on climate change, and recalled that 90 members had signed the 
statement by FEDARENE on the 2010 objectives. He referred again to the open letter to 
President Barroso and the robust position adopted by the AER, as well as the Lisbon 
Treaty. 

Mich•le Sabban  paid tribute to Adrien Zeller, who had passed away during the autumn. 
She set out the robust thrusts chosen for the AER and recalled that the obvious links 
between the economic health of the territories and the degree of decentralisation of 
responsibilities must lead the AER to pursue its efforts to be recognised as top-flight 
economic players. She pointed to the unreserved commitment of the AER on the fight 
against climate change and pledged its members to make 2010 the year of successful 
regionalisation in Europe and to participate in that quiet but necessary revolution around 
a new model of development for the territories. She thanked everyone who was working 
day by day on these issues. 

The reports by Michèle Sabban and Klaus Klipp were adopted by acclamation. 

VIII) Open space on innovation, energy and climate change  

Klaus  Klipp  presented the various areas forming the open space: the chamber of the 
municipalities, the dark chamber, dark future, the inspiration workshop, the partners’ 
stands, the speakers’ corner, the carbon footprint which offered the possibility of looking 
at the carbon footprint we are leaving, the project café. 

Interruption, finish of the first day. Reprise of GA next morning.  

 

IX) Intervention by the Climate Group and the UNDP  

After welcoming Steve Howard from the Climate Group and Christophe Nuttall from the 
UNDP, Michèle Sabban presumed that the Belfort appeal would carry some weight in 
Copenhagen. 
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Steve Howard gave a brief presentation of the Climate Group, citing Copenhagen and 
various lessons from history. He looked at the challenge facing us, its scale and what 
needed to be done to successfully transform global CO2 emissions. He stressed the 
urgent need to convert all homes to low carbon emissions in order to achieve energy 
equivalent to zero. The same applied to cars with internal combustion engines, which 
needed to be replaced by electric vehicles. He touched upon wind energy and the 
intelligent networks being talked about by GE Energy, reporting that the changes to come 
were much more radical than the industrial revolution. The aim was to live in harmony 
with the planet, not against it, with the participation of young people so that they would 
know where they could work and how they could help to build a clean world. To do this, 
there was a need for proud and brave political leaders who would dare to tackle this 
challenge.  

Christophe  Nuttall (UNDP) shared Steve Howard’s optimism, referring to the huge 
challenges in Copenhagen as from 8 December and the paradoxes involved. The United 
Nations system was starting to recognise the key role played by the various levels of 
governance of the AER in the framework of the climate change objectives and in terms of 
the support given to the countries in the South with regard to the millennium development 
goals. 

He reported the same realisation of failure for the clean development mechanism, since 
80 % of the money released thanks to that mechanism had gone to four or five countries 
(China, India, Brazil and to a lesser degree Mexico and South Korea), with only 4 % 
going to Africa and 2 % to sub-Saharan Africa. 

He mentioned an agreement signed by eight associations of regions and two United 
Nations organisations in which each one had pledged to engage in a common action to 
reinforce the role of the local authorities. He called upon the AER to gain the political 
recognition it deserved via the declaration that was to be adopted, and listed the reasons 
why it was in the interest of the European regions to have this movement of solidarity with 
the regions in the South. 

X) Open discussion on ÔThe regional aspect of energy and cli mate changeÕ, 
moderated by Pierre Lemoine (Europolitics)  

Lambert  Van Nistelrooij , (MEP, member of the Regional Development Committee) 
made a number of observations, specifically with regard to the money that the European 
Union had put on the table (sic) to tackle the crisis. He wanted the final declaration to the 
European Union to give greater power to the infra-State level and indicated that the 
European Parliament and the European Union were ready to make a number of 
undertakings vis-à-vis and with the regions. He completely agreed with the global 
approach, and backed the regions willing to participate in global cooperation. He 
mentioned the new philosophy presented by the European Union, dubbed ‘The European 
Union 2020’. The debates would be held in the spring and would be put to all the regions 
for comments; responses would need to be in by 17 January. 

Ludmila Sfirloaga , President of the Chamber of Regions of CLRA (Congress of Local 
and Regional Authorities) and Romanian representative from the county of Prahova, was 
convinced that the cooperation between the Congress of local and regional authorities 
and the Assembly of European Regions offered major potential for synergies. She set out 
the Congress’s position on climate change. 

Gudrun Mosler -Tornstrom , Vice-President of the Parliament of Salzburg (A), suggested 
a few concrete solutions to the problems of energy efficiency in the transport, housing 
and vocational training fields, adding that political declarations were not enough, it was 
the regions who applied them. 
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Ricardo Cordoba, President GE Energy Europe (GE), recalled that CO2 was not all bad: 
the gas could be used to heat tomato greenhouses, as was being done in Holland. 
Innovative solutions involved the regions because they were close to the populations and 
every time the technical experts innovated with the regions, it meant that new jobs were 
created. 

The representative from Somerset  (UK) requested an opinion on nuclear energy and 
Roy Perry (Hampshire, UK) wondered what were the potential obstacles that might stand 
in the way of coming up with anything concrete. 

Steve Howard (Climate Group) explained that in safe countries, the amount of energy 
waste coming out of power plants was minuscule compared to what happened 
elsewhere. He agreed that nuclear was part of the energy ‘basket’ and was anxious for all 
the regions in the world to rapidly process their waste into energy. He recommended 
finding out how to transform something negative at international level into something 
positive. 

Thomas  Andersson (Jämtland, S) wondered what governance controls existed to help 
achieve results involving intelligent innovations in terms of climate, and a representative 
from the region of Uppsala  (S) asked whether it were possible, thanks to technical 
innovations, to bring about reductions in emissions of carbon dioxide, or whether it would 
be better to change habits in terms of the transport of passengers and goods. 

Gudrun  Mosler -Tornstrom  (Salzburg, A) explained that there was no ‘one size fits all’ 
local solution, but everyone did nevertheless have to develop their own local solutions; 
worthwhile progress could be made through increased awareness, education and 
training. It was for the regions to set their political priorities and it was for the territorial 
authorities to take this in hand. 

Steve Howard (Climate Group)  explained that energy consumption could be reduced 
from 50 to 20 or 30 % thanks to efficiency through eating and public transport habits. 

Christophe  Nuttall (UNDP)  talked about the resistance of the American lobbies and the 
policies acting in the short term whereas the issues were there for the long term, albeit 
with short-term benefits. Consumption and governance paradigms were undergoing 
radical change, the challenges were very different from those in the period just after the 
Second World War, and we were not equipped on a ‘multilateralist’ basis to tackle these 
problems. The effort being ploughed into the regions was fundamental; this would not be 
done in just a year or two, it would take ten or fifteen years. 

XI) Adoption of the Final Declaration  

Mich•le Sabban  thanked the AER members for their attendance and the Franche-Comté 
region and General Electric, Ricardo Cordoba and his team for providing such good 
working conditions. She then thanked all the speakers, Alfred Pilon and Bernard Voyer, 
Steve Howard and Christophe Nuttall. 

With the Copenhagen Summit on the horizon, it had become clear that the regions of 
Europe were now the main agents of the energy revolution expected by fellow citizens as 
part of the fight against climate change. A lack of firm commitments by the parties to the 
United Nations framework agreement on climate change looked today like the most likely 
scenario, after the statements issued at the recent Singapore Summit. This uncertainty 
was both regrettable and harmful and it was impossible not to react. She indicated that 
this text of a final declaration, dubbed more simply the Belfort Appeal, was intended as an 
appeal from the regions in the AER directed at the parties, as much as a strong 
commitment on their part to the promotion and production of an ambitious climate policy 
that would be a match for the energy challenges facing the 21st century. 



  

www.aer.eu 

 9 
 

Mich•le Sabban  indicated that the member regions of the Assembly of European 
Regions maintained that a successful Copenhagen agreement must value innovation and 
recognise the regions as front-line players in the fight against climate change. In the firm 
belief that it was only under these conditions that an agreement would be able to 
contribute to the restoration of growth and the creation of jobs in Europe and around the 
world, she added that the AER members called upon all the institutional players 
committed to the fight against climate change, and first among them the European Union 
institutions, to take note of this declaration. 

She wished to make a minor amendment to point 4 of the declaration to add: ‘We pledge 
to reinforce the cooperation between the regions of Europe and the regions in the 
emerging and developing countries, and to reinforce the cooperation between the local 
and regional authorities that already exists’. 

Laura Alcoverro Via , representing the government of the region of Catalonia  (E), 
submitted a proposed amendment regarding point 6 which refers to the role of the 
regions in the fight against climate change. Mich•le Sabban  noted her wish to beef up 
the phrase, but could not see how to articulate it. The representative from the Catalonia 
region explained that she wanted to add the term ‘expressly’ to give extra weight to the 
sub-national level. Mich•le Sabban  had no problem accepting that. 

The two amendments, along with the final declaration, were adopted by the General 
Assembly of the Regions of Europe. 

XII) Award of prizes  

The prize for the ‘European region most open to young people’ was awarded to the 
region of Somerset. 

The three winning regions in the 2009 prize for ‘Communicating Europe’ were: 

!  For ‘Let’s communicate about the European parliamentary elections’, the region of 

Styria in Austria with the project ‘We go Europe, Europe in Styria’ ; 

!  For ‘Let’s tell young people about Europe’, the Croat region of Medimurska Zupanija 

with the project ABCD Europe; 

!  For ‘Commitment of the regional media to European questions’, the Dutch region of 

Noord-Brabant with the TV program ‘Brabant Battle goes Europe’. 

XIII) Closing  

Mich•le Sabban  invited the AER members to rise to close the session with the European 
anthem.  

 

 


