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Social Policy & Public Health Committee (2)

Key Priorities 2010

Health & Social Services

To support the regions in improving the organisation, financing and delivery of their services and respond to changing needs and expectations

Demographic Change

To support regions in implementing the AER Roadmap for Demographic Change


e-He@lth 

To promote innovation in health and social services, through the development of e-health tools and policies for the regions
Emergency Planning

To position the regions as an important actor in civil protection and support regional cooperation

Disabilities 

To support regions in responding to the needs of persons with disabilities and creating inclusive societies


Preventing alcohol-related harm 

To raise awareness among regions about the potential harm of alcohol and encourage the implementation of successful prevention policies 

Gender Equality 

To continue to encourage regions to consider the gender perspective when developing and implementing policies 

Youth 

To enable youth to contribute to the Committee’s activities and policies
a.   Health & Social Services

· Continue to support regions in developing their models of health and social care and exchanging ideas and policies that can contribute to sustainable innovation in these service sectors, in particular as regards:  

· the organisation and financing of healthcare and social services; 

· the e-health tools that can help deliver these services;

· supporting the exchange of health professionals.

b.   Demographic Change

· Ensure that changing demographic trends are taken into account when developing regional strategies in all policy areas and encouraging the development of regional policies that favour social innovation. 

c.   e-He@lth

· Establish the regions as a key actor in the development and implementation of e-health policies and tools. 

· Increase the number of regions developing and implementing e-health tools in Europe.

· Create regional synergies to develop interoperable e-health tools that will help respond to the demands of the health and social care model of the future. 

d.   Emergency Planning

· Raise awareness among the regions about their potential role in civil protection and the tools regions have at their disposal. 

· Encourage regional cooperation and the exchange of experience and tools. 

· Increase the profile of regions as a relevant stakeholder in European Civil Protection policy. 

e.   Disabilities
· Raise awareness about the challenges encountered by disabled persons.

· Support regions in the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by sharing experiences.

f.    Preventing alcohol-related harm 

· Increase awareness among the regions about the harm related to alcohol and encourage the adoption of regional responses.

· Disseminate regional experience on what works, and what doesn’t, in the prevention of alcohol-related harm. 

· Improve regional policies for the prevention of alcohol-related harm. 
g.   Gender Equality 

· Ensure all policy initiatives undertaken by the Committee respect and promote gender equality.

· Support the work of the AER Standing Committee on Equal Opportunities.

h.   Youth 

· Continue to cooperate with the AER Youth Regional Network.

· Facilitate the contribution of youth to the Committee’s work and to external events on related themes. 
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