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AER General Assembly
Belfort, 25th - 27th November 2009

Ref. agenda: General Assembly VII.7.2
Original in French

FOR INFORMATION

AER Eurodyssey annual Forum

Amiens, 10-11 September 2009

Summary report

A hundred representatives from the network's members, enterprises and organisations met for a 2-day session in Amiens under the topic "Regional solutions to a European challenge: in a context of economic crisis, what is the contribution of an international mobility programme such as Eurodyssey".

The first day focused on strategic issues. In three round tables, the participants discussed amongst other with representatives from the European Commission's DG EAC and from Eures concerning:

· The commitment of the regions towards employment and the use of mobility to facilitate the employability of young people
· The importance of youth mobility even in times of economic crisis: a moment of first hard testimonies
· Recommendations by the EU to improve the mobility of European young people in the professional sector to highlight the relevance and the level of required investment
Furthermore, a speed dating session as well as a session designed for new members allowed for intensive exchange and feeback between the network members who are working in the programme on a daily basis.

Day 2 was dedicated to the more technical and operational aspects and addressed issues such as

· How to improve the link between the content of the work placements and the professional background of the candidates?

· How to encourage the candidates, trainees, companies and regions to take ownership of their participation in the Eurodyssee

It was also the opportunity to make the Eurodyssey coordinators acquainted with the future new website which they will use as a promotion and working tool.

The most important decisions on this occasion were:

· the mentoring phase for new regions will be abolished

· a greater emphasis on the selection process of the candidate; a personal interview is strongly recommended

· regions shall ensure the first payment to the trainee within the first month.
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