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Wednesday 18th March 2009 – AER Alcohol Peer Review: Pregnancy & Nursing 


In the morning: arrival of participants 

16.00 – 19.00 

4th AER Alcohol Peer Review    (EN only)

Themes: Regional policies on preventing alcohol-related harm during pregnancy and nursing; 

The potential of early identification and brief interventions in primary healthcare as a method for preventing alcohol-related harm.

A separate agenda is available for this event: 

http://www.aer.eu/events/health-social/2009/4th-aer-alcohol-peer-review.html
Regions interested in presenting their activities during this meeting, please contact the Committee Secretariat (c.meschede@aer.eu). 

Thursday 19th March 2009 

 SHAPE 



AER Seminar: 

Financing Regional Healthcare

(simultaneous interpretation into EN/FR/PL/E)

9.00 
Opening Address

Boguslaw Smigielski, Marshal of Silesia-PL

Christina Wahrolin, Committee 2 Acting President, Värmland-S

9.15
Keynote address: Key challenges to financing healthcare 

Steve Wright, European Centre for Health Assets and Architecture (ECHAA)

Current economic crisis - what is happening to the economy, and what does it mean for health? What does it mean for public and private capital investment in healthcare? Why should regional politicians keep healthcare high up on their spending agenda? In the long term, what main principles should guide their investment spending? 

9.45 
The situation in Poland 

Mariusz Kleszczewski, Deputy Marshal in charge of Public Health, Silesia-PL 

10.05
Funding sources for healthcare - 
the  EC structural funds 

Professor Jonathan Watson, Executive Director – Health ClusterNET

Introduction to EC structural funds for health: how much money is available for health both directly and indirectly, how can it be spent, what's a good investment – learning lessons from previous investments to help address challenges in the current financial & economic climate. 

 SHAPE 



10.30 


Coffee Break




Press Conference 



Boguslaw Smigielski, Marshal of Silesia-PL




Christina Wahrolin, Committee 2 Acting President, Värmland-S

 SHAPE 



11.15 
Healthcare Management: Challenges and Opportunities 

Jennifer Bremner, Director, European Health Management Association (EHMA) 

What should be key priorities for regional decision-makers and healthcare managers? What are the key challenges and key opportunities, in  light of the current crisis but more generally in the context of the debate that healthcare demand and costs are increasing, yet resources are diminishing? 

11.30 
Round Table: Regional Healthcare structures

Moderator: Jennifer Bremner, Director, European Health Management Association (EHMA) 

Speakers: Manuel Escolano Puig, General Director for Public Health, Valencia-E; Catalin Tiuch, County Councillor, Timis-RO; John Smith, County Councillor, Devon-UK (speakers to be confirmed)

During this session, regions will present how they structure, finance and provide healthcare service in their territories and the challenges they face. 

 SHAPE 



12.45


Lunch Break

 SHAPE 



14.00 


Thematic Workshops Session

To allow participants to actively contribute to the conference and discuss on a one-to-one basis about the challenges and opportunities they encounter in financing healthcare in their regions, we have organised two parallel workshops.

Please note the workshop of your choice on your registration form – 

places will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 

	In preparation for the workshops, we ask participants to prepare to discuss the following questions:

1. What are your regions’ investment priorities in healthcare in the coming 5 years and why? 

2. What are the key challenges in healthcare investment you face in your region? 

3. What do you do to overcome these challenges? What is your region’s policy response?


	Workshop 1   

Using structural funds in health

Speakers: Aldona Fraczkievicz-Wronka, University of Economics in Katowice, Silesia-PL; Agneta Granström, County Councillor, Norrbotten-S; Jonathan Watson, Health ClusterNet; 

Working languages: English, French, Spanish, Polish


	Workshop 2

Working with the private sector- the possibilities offered by Public Private Partnerships

Speakers: John Kellas, SCA Group Chief Executive & Andrew Brooker, Member of the Board/Director of Fenwick 2 ,SCA Social Enterprise (UK); Steve Wright, ECHAA; John Smith, County Councillor, Devon-UK

Working language: English only


 SHAPE 


15.30-18.00 

Study visit 

19.00


Official Dinner 

 SHAPE 



Friday 20th March 2009   

 SHAPE 



Concluding Session of the AER Conference Financing Regional Healthcare

9 am Round Table Discussion: lessons learned and next steps

Moderator: Jennifer Bremner, Director, European Health Management Association (EHMA) 

Speakers: Steve Wright, Jonathan Watson, Aldona Fraczkievicz-Wronka, University of Economics in Katowice, Silesia-PL

Adoption of AER Declaration on Financing Regional Healthcare 

 SHAPE 



10.30 


Coffee break 

 SHAPE 



Committee 2 Plenary Session

(simultaneous interpretation into EN/FR/PL/E)

11.00 Opening and Welcome

Christina Wahrolin, Committee 2 Acting President, Värmland-S


1. Adoption of the agenda

Christina Wahrolin, Committee 2 Acting President, Värmland-S

2. Adoption of the minutes of the last meeting 

Christina Wahrolin, Committee 2 Acting President, Värmland-S 


3. Committee 2 Elections: President and Vice-President 

Claudia Meschede, AER Committee 2 Secretariat 

4. Latest Developments and Committee 2 responses : 

4.1Cross-border healthcare 

Speaker to be confirmed

	AER Consultation – Cross-border Healthcare

Members are requested to respond to the following questions: 

1. What are the 3 main concerns of your region regarding this directive? (if you do have any!)
2. Are you in favour of requiring patients who wish to seek treatment abroad to first consult with their national health and/or social security systems?

3. What do you think AER should say about this directive? 

The AER Secretariat has prepared a summary of the proposed Directive on implementing patients' rights in cross-border healthcare.

Further information on this consultation is available on our website: 

http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/health/cross-border-healthcare-services.html


4.2 Health workforce: mobility, regional exchange of health professionals 

Speaker to be confirmed 

	AER Consultation – Health Workforce

Members are requested to respond to the following questions: 

1. What are they 3 key challenges your regions is faced with as regards health professionals? (e.g. shortages/surplus in health professionals; difficulties in recruiting, retaining, retraining professionals...)

2. What 3 actions do you think the EU could take in order to help your region overcome these challenges? (e.g. exchange programme for health professionals; improve EC rules for mutual recognition of professional qualifications for health professionals; minimise impact of EC rules on working time for health professionals?)

The AER Secretariat has prepared a summary of the European Commission Green Paper on the European Workforce for Health.

Further information on this consultation is available on our website: 

http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/health.html


5. Updates from Committee 2 networks  

5.1 eHe@lth 


Agneta Granström, Network Chairperson, Norrbotten-S

5.2 Emergency planning 


John Smith, Network Chairperson, Devon-UK

5.3 Observatory on Gender Issues 

Stéphane Cools, AER Secretariat, Wallonie-B

5.4 Preventing alcohol-related harm 

Karin Mernelius, Network Coordinator, Jönköping-S

6. Regions’ corner

Member regions are invited to present their latest activities and their proposals for cooperation with other regions. If you wish to make a contribution during this part of the meeting, please contact the Committee 2 Secretariat (Ms Claudia Meschede, c.meschede@aer.eu).
    6.1 Proposal to create a new Committee 2 network on disabilities 

Representative of Istanbul-TR

7. Date and Venue of the next meeting

1. Jolanda Schneider, Noord-Brabant-NL

	The next Committee meeting will take place in 's Hertogenbosch at the kind invitation of Noord-Brabant on 5-7 October 2009. 

5 October 2009:  AER eHe@lth network seminar on Smart Care

6 October 2009: AER Seminar on Innovation in Demographic Change- 

Developing an AER Roadmap for Demographic change

7 October 2009: Committee 2 Plenary Session

Regions interested in contributing to these meetings and presenting their activities and experience are kindly requested to contact the AER Secretariat. 


8. Update from the AER

Claudia Meschede, AER Committee 2 Secretariat 

13.00 
Close of meeting 


Lunch and departure of participants 
6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: g.ourania@aer.eu- Website: www.aer.eu
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