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      Original in English

Document for adoption

AER draft position

Proposal for a Directive on cross-border healthcare

The Assembly of European Regions (AER), representing over 270 regions from 33 European countries and 16 interregional organisations, is the widest European network for interregional cooperation and the political voice of Europe’s regions. 

The AER Social Policy and Public Health Committee (2) has monitored and actively participated to the debate on cross-border healthcare. Regional authorities are often responsible for organising, managing, delivering and/or financing healthcare services. Regions therefore have a political responsibility towards their citizens to guarantee quality, efficient and safe healthcare services for their citizens.

AER member regions welcome the European Commission’s proposals to provide legal clarity in the field of patient mobility. Regions acknowledge that patient mobility is a European reality and have often stood at the forefront of this trend, with examples of long-standing and successful cross-border regional cooperation in healthcare. 

The member regions of the AER Social Policy and Public Health Committee (2), meeting in Katowice (Silesia, PL) on 20th March 2009 and having monitored and actively participated to the debate on cross-border healthcare, since the early discussions on services of general interest to the publication of the current proposal for a Directive, suggest that the proposed Directive is amended as follows: 

A prior warning system must be maintained. 

In order to guarantee the availability of quality and efficient healthcare services, regions must be able to monitor and accurately foresee supply and demand on their healthcare services and to allocate resources accordingly. 

In addition therefore to the system of prior authorisation that is proposed under the directive, some kind of ‘early warning system’ should be applied to all cases of patients wishing to seek treatment abroad. The added value of such a system would be to: 

· Ensure regions, health authorities and social security systems can monitor the flow of patients and make the necessary adjustments to the planning and management of their healthcare services in order to respond to the impact of patient mobility. 

· Ensure patients are fully informed of the procedures for obtaining healthcare abroad and that they are supported by both their national system and also the system where they will receive healthcare. 

This prior warning system, which could be developed on the basis of the prior authorisation system proposed in the draft Directive: 

· Should not be limited to cases of hospital care or special kinds of healthcare, but rather should apply to all cases of patients seeking treatment abroad.

· Could incorporate the mechanism for calculating the cost of treatment abroad as is suggested under Article 6(4) of the proposed Directive and allow patients to be informed in advance of the costs they are expected to incur and the extent to which they will be reimbursed by their national system. 

· Could act as the mechanism for providing patients with the information outlines in Article 10 of the draft Directive.  

As regards the Directive provisions on prior authorisation and in particular the definition of “hospital care” and “specialised care” (Article 8):

· The AER member regions feel that any terms that are central to determining the scope of application of the proposed Directive should be clearly defined and delimitated prior to the adoption and implementation of the proposal. 

· AER therefore suggests that further clarification as to the definition of hospital and specialised care is provided within the amended Directive proposal. 

The AER Social Policy and Public Health Committee: 

· Calls upon the AER member regions to lend their support to this position and to communicate it to their partners at regional, national and European level. 

· Calls on the Members of European Parliament to integrate these amendments in the opinion of the European Parliament. 

· Calls upon the Member States to lend their support to these proposals.

· Requests that the Commission integrates these amendments in a revised proposal. 
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