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At the beginning of this new millennium, the citizens and companies of Europe are faced with two highly demanding challenges of watershed proportions: globalisation and transition from the industrial age into the knowledge age. I am convinced that Europe has the economic, social and cultural resources to play a leading role in tackling the new scenarios of the global knowledge economy that are now emerging – full of risks but full, too, of extraordinary opportunities.

European regions believe that they are able to carry out a strategic role in both these challenges, on the one hand acting as agents within the enlargement process and on the other hand encouraging competitive recovery by putting the Lisbon Agenda into effect.  

In order to gain a competitive advantage, Europe must innovate. It must harness the creative potential that already exists within its borders and use it to ensure that it is leading and steering the new developments in the world economy, rather than simply trying to keep pace with them. This is no small challenge, but I believe that it is one that Europe is ready to tackle. Europe’s creative and innovative potential lies in its people, its citizens. Innovation is not created by machines, by territories rich in natural resources or by geographical advantage, although of course all of these factors can enhance the innovative process. Innovation is rooted in human potential. 

If Europe’s innovative and creative potential lies in its people, then it is also true that it lies in its regions. It requires networks, people-to-people contact and a creative physical environment, in order to flourish. These conditions may be created only by leaders who understand the real needs of the people on the ground. Innovation has to come from the inside; it has to be locally motivated and attuned to local conditions. Because innovation is based on networks, it requires proximity; it is therefore the regional and local authorities that can provide the right level of government to manage and foster innovation processes.

Håkan Sandgren

County Councillor, Jönköping (SE)

President of AER Committee for Economy and regional development (1)

Innovation is a key priority of AER Committee 1’s strategic plan for 2007-2012. After three consecutive years, AER launches the fourth edition of the AER Award for Innovative European Regions. In view of the European Year for Creativity, the 2009 award will present new dimensions and categories to further support and promote regional innovative projects.

GOAL

A regional authority and its institutions play a fundamental role in the socioeconomic development and competitiveness of a territory. Each European Region can foster growth and offer educational and training instruments to companies, organizations and citizens, according to the spirit and commitments of the Lisbon Agenda and contribute to the European Research Area by fostering a knowledge-economy. The AER Award for Innovative European Regions aims to give recognition to the European Regional authorities and their institutions which have actually stimulated, fostered and implemented innovation in their territory.

ELEGIBILITY

Any European region or county, belonging or not to the European Union can apply for the AER Award for Innovative European Regions. “The term region covers in principle local authorities immediately below the level of central government, with a political power of representation as embodied by an elected regional Assembly.
”

CATEGORIES

Innovation can be interpreted in many ways. The AER award is tailor-made for regions and thus focuses on specific aspects that are relevant for these entities. The award is based on three fundamental principles which are considered to be essential aspects of innovation: (1) the Lisbon agenda for growth, jobs and competitiveness; (2) the establishment of a true European Research Area; (3) and the development of knowledge-economies. To compete in the global economy, Europe must become more inventive, react better to consumer needs and accompany industry-led and society-driven innovation with competitiveness and public policies. 

To reflect the complexity of innovation as such, the award is structured in 3 categories:

(1) Economy: actions which contribute to making Europe more competitive in its products and services, in line with the objective of the Lisbon agenda, for example support for setting up SMEs, incentives to innovation or actions to create jobs.

(2) People: actions which contribute to fostering Europe as an economy of knowledge by investing in its citizens and their continuous training, for example, investing in education and promoting life long learning.

(3) Research & Development: actions which increase Europe’s position in lead-market research and technology and bring to life the European Research Area, for example, promoting investment in R&D.

Please consult the annex to this document for a detailed table to illustrate these categories.

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

The technical committee will be in charge of making a first assessment of the applications’ eligibility and of making recommendations to the jury members, based on the criteria detailed in the application form. It will be composed of members of the AER secretariat and experts from partner organisations.

JURY


The jury will be composed of an international panel of professionals, experts and professors in the field of innovation as well as a representative of the AER secretariat. Jury memmbers will include Professor Peter Heydebreck, Managing Director of Innogroup AG Karlsruhe, Susanne Justesen, Innovation Advisor, Innoversity, visiting Scholar in Stanford, Joachim Hafkesbrink, President Technology Innovation International (TII) and Managing Director of Innowise, Klaus Klipp, Secretary General of the Assembly of European Regions.

AWARD

An award will be granted to the most successful project and in the specific categories if applicable. The jury will also be free to reward one of the applicants with a “special prize” awarding a promising project, set up in a particularly difficult context but showing a strong political will and a good implementation methodology. The award will be highly representative and of a symbolical value, so that it will produce a considerable return in terms of image for the winner Regions. 

The Award will be given during an award ceremony at the AER General Assembly in fall 2009.

AND AFTER THAT…?

A bilateral plan of action will be defined between AER and the winners and the AER will schedule several types of activities aiming at promoting the rewarded projects and offering an opportunity to a maximum of regions to benefit from this experience. The winner will have the possibility to display all or part of its application form on the AER website.

The remaining applicants will be offered a detailed follow-up, with an evaluation form and possibility to meet one of the jury members in a personal interview to discuss the outcome of the project.

APPLICATIONS

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS 1 JUNE 2009

Participation in the Innovation Award is free of charge. Application forms can be downloaded on the AER website: www.aer.eu / under “economic development”. Completed application forms must be sent to the AER secretariat: Céline Dawans, Policy Coordinator, Economy & Regional Development Committee – c.dawans@aer.eu Tel./ Fax: +32 2 421 83 89 

You can also send a printed copy of the application to:
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ANNEXES


RULES AND REGULATIONS

Article 1
Assembly of European Regions - 6 rue Oberlin, F-67000 Strasbourg - organises the 4th edition of the AER Award for Innovative European Regions.

Article 2
The objective of the award is to identify and highlight best practices as well as to raise awareness about the importance of innovation for regional development.

Article 3
The award is open to all regions from countries represented at the Council of Europe. The term region follows the AER understanding as stipulated in its statutes Chapter II, article 2.2 “local authorities immediately below the level of central government, with a political power of representation as embodied by an elected regional Assembly.”

Article 4
Participation in the award is free of charge. The application form can be downloaded from the AER website (www.aer.eu) in the economic development section: 

http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/economic-development/aer-innovation-award.html  

Article 5
Candidates will be free to submit one or more projects fitting one of the Award’s three categories: (1) economy; (2) people; (3) research & development. The catergories are not binding and the jury will be free to consider applications where they deem most appropriate.

Article 6
Each region may present several projects, keeping in mind that the jury will not award the same region more than once the same year.

Article 7
Eligible initiatives can include actions, strategies, programmes, projects, etc. These must be based in the competing region.

Article 8
All applicants will receive a confirmation email upon reception of the application form.

Article 9
Complete applications must include all pages of the application package. Support documents can be added as annexes to the application forms. The application packages should be returned by email to c.dawans@aer.eu or fax +32 2 421 83 89. File size is limited to 5GB by email. If the number of annexes exceeds this weight, the application should be sent by post. The deadline for applicants is communicated in the application form.

Article 10
The application form must be filled-in in English. Annexes can be provided in any other language, but shall be briefly commented in English in case this language is not French, English or German (AER official languages)

Article 11
The self-evaluation exercise is based on trust and responsibility. Applicants are expected to give an objective input and must be precisely justified. The data will be compared with jury’s own evaluation of the project. 

Article 12
An award will be granted in each category. In addition, the jury will be free to reward one of the applicants with the “special prize” awarding a promising project, set up in a particularly difficult context but showing a strong political will and a good implementation methodology.

Article 13
Applications will be reviewed by the technical committee for eligibility and first recommendations. Incomplete or unclear applications may be rejected by the technical committee. The applicants will be informed if their project is considered as ineligible. The forms will then be referred to the jury for the final selection. 

Article 14
The awards will be given during the General Assembly of the AER. The winning projects will be communicated beforehand to the regions.

Article 15
Participants accept the rules and regulations. The jury decision cannot be appealed.

Article 16
All of the collected information will be kept strictly confidential and will be used exclusively for the purposes of the present Award. The winners will be proposed to have their application form displayed on the AER website.

Article 17
Assembly of European Regions reserves the right to interrupt, postpone, prolong or cancel the award in case of any event or circumstance beyond AER’s control.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

I am a private company or agency, can I present a project for the award?

The award is only open to regions or equivalent bodies (see article 3 of regulations for AER statutes). Private entities or other organisations are not eligible. If the initiative affects the region however, we advise you to consult your regional authority and encourage them to apply for the award. 

What kinds of initiatives are eligible?

The words “initiative” and “project” are used interchangeably in the application form and brochure. The form of the initiative does not matter; it can be a programme, a project, a strategy, etc. What is important in the award is the content of the proposal and the category to which the initiative belongs.

How recent does the initiative have to be?

Some important aspect of the initiative must have occurred within the past 2 years (1 January 2007). This means that the bulk of the project must happen in that time, or a significant milestone for it. It also means that the bulk of the project should be already experimented and that some first results can be demonstrated.

My initiative has not ended yet, can I still apply?

Yes, the project does not have to be 100% completed to be eligible. However, you will see that quantitative information is needed on (expected) results, so these must be explained in quite some detail nonetheless. Again, it means that significant results should be quantifiable already at the time of the application.

Do I have to use the application form provided?

Yes, the application form must be used and fully completed. The word version of the document is available on the website and should be completed electronically. For the final signature, you can use an electronic signature, or print the finished application form and send it to us as a PDF with the handwritten signature.

Is it necessary to follow strictly the regulations concerning word-count?

If you can provide the requested information in less words, that’s even better! The jury will have many pages to read so we believe it is best to keep it short, simple and to the point. Do not hesitate to use bullet points and lists to make your ideas more clear.

I have several initiatives, can I submit more than one application?

Yes, but please keep in mind that a region can only be rewarded for one project each year.

What sort of supporting documents should I send?

That is up to you. We do not require supporting documents, but please feel free to send them if they’ll explain your claims. Examples: press articles, outcomes of dissemination activities, leaflet or other communication material. Please, only send paper material though. Other kind of support materials will not be considered.

How will the winners be chosen?

The technical committee will review the documents for eligibility and check to see whether they are complete and whether ideas are expressed clearly and comprehensively. The jury will then decide upon the recommendations of the technical committee and after a discussion on the content and shape of each application. 

AWARD CATEGORIES

The award categories listed below have been defined as a means to extend the types of projects eligible for the award. Please refer to them as a source of inspiration and do not consider them binding or exhaustive. A given project can have impact in more than one areas and categories so feel free to explain the horizontal nature of your project if applicable (in Part 3 of the application form)

	ECONOMY
	

	SMEs
	· Support for setting up SMEs

· cutting red tape

· incentives for SMEs to innovate

· actions to encourage SMEs to invest in R&D
	

	GDP
	· actions to support growth
	

	Jobs
	· Actions to support job creation

· actions to support jobs for young people
	

	Clusters
	· actions to promote the development of clusters
	

	Services
	· Innovation in services
	

	Products
	· Innovation in quality products
	

	TECHNOLOGY

	R&D
	· promoting R&D in the private sector

	Investment
	· actions to increase private investment in research

	Lead markets
	· investing in lead and niche markets

	High tech
	· actions to promote the development of high tech products and services

	PEOPLE

	Education
	· investment in education

· promotion of life-long learning

	Training
	· actions to support training in enterprises

· actions to bring universities closer to enterprises

	Entrepreneurship
	· actions to promote entrepreneurship for young people

	Social innovation
	· promoting innovation in human resource management

	Universities
	· helping universities to adapt to market needs in terms of training & jobs


 SHAPE 



Contact at the AER secretariat: 

Justyna Podralska [image: image2.png]


 +33 3 88 22 74 37 - email: j.podralska@aer.eu  - fax: +33 3 88 22 74 37 

Céline Dawans [image: image3.png]


 +32 2 421 83 89 - email: c.dawans@aer.eu - fax: +32 2 421 83 69.  
�	 AER Statutes : � HYPERLINK "http://www.aer.eu/en/about-aer/vocation/statutes.html"��http://www.aer.eu/en/about-aer/vocation/statutes.html� 







