Reaction by Province of Noord Brabant to the EC proposal for an Action Plan on State Aid

In general, Noord-Brabant welcomes the Commission’s intention to thoroughly reform the policy and regulations concerning government support, also with the objective of reducing the level of complexity (consideration 17). 

Services of General and Economic Interests: Measures should be viewed against the background of a broad vision of what is to be understood under Services of General and Economic Interests. Consideration should be given not only to the economic impact, but also include social and environmental consequences, as well as the contribution that the institution providing a Service of General and Economic Interest makes to a sustainable society. Contributions towards Services of General and Economic Interests should be exempted from the duty of notification.  

Support is necessary for institutions, in particular in the area of health/social care and culture, to perform tasks that could also be carried out “in house” by a governmental organisation (or: which have been outsourced by a governmental organisation to external parties) These institutions should be exempted from the duty of notification.  

The Province of Noord-Brabant welcomes the Commission’s intentions to ensure that government support regulations make a greater contribution towards environmental protection. Environmental objectives should be included in the exemption regulation (consideration 36), for instance support for soil sanitation (up to a specified amount).   

The Province of Noord-Brabant welcomes the “de minimis” threshold (consideration 38) and asks whether the threshold could be indexed annually?

Noord-Brabant advises against the proposed temporary measure to systematically reclaim any support not notified. This will lead to numerous procedures and administrative hassle and will have to be reversed if it appears that support meets the necessary conditions after all.

Noord-Brabant welcomes the exemption for culture (consideration 59) and proposes to explicitly include support for the purchase and maintenance of monuments (which are accessible to the public) as well as support for museums. 

The agricultural sector is referred to at the end. If, in the context of the Action plan, suggestions can also be made with regard to this field:

- Noord-Brabant requests that a special attention is given to “agricultural environmental measures”, meaning support for business adaptation in the agricultural sector in order to meet environmental or nature preservation objectives. This is more or less made impossible at present.

- The Province suggests to raise the “de minimis” threshold for agriculture, in particular for secondary activities that are not directly related to the products referred to Appendix 1. This would concern support for care farms, for example. 

- Noord-Brabant argues for a more convenient regime for biological agriculture, which could for instance could receive the same treatment as for general SME sector. 

- Regulation 1/2004 is complex and offers little positive effect due to short timeframe. Notification leads to significant administrative hassle. Also, too many administrative tasks are being imposed on executive bodies. Simplification of the procedure is called for. 

