The County Council of Västerbotten would hereby like to give its first comments on the State Aid Action Plan.

The County Council of Västerbotten: 

1. welcomes this Action Plan whereby the European Commission has expressed its ambitions to reform the policies for state aid, 


2. takes the view that the basis for the reform package; i) less and better targeted state aid, ii) a refined economic approach, iii) more effective procedures, better enforcement, higher predictability and enhanced transparency, and iv) a shared responsibility between the Commission and Member States are correct, 


3. looks forward to the review of both the Community Framework for Research and Development and the Communication on risk capital in the same way as for the coming Framework for R&D and Innovation,


4. supports the proposal to simplify and consolidate the block exemptions for training and employment aids and integrate a broader range of exemptions, notably as regards aid to support SMEs and R&D, 


5. encourages the Commission to further look into the possibility to integrate regional state aid into the block exemptions, 


6. compliments the Commission for its suggestion to raise the threshold under which the Member States may grant de minimis aid without further specific requirements, 


7. welcomes an examination of what levels of aid can be justified outside the least-developed regions, what the aid differentials should be, what categories of undertaking should benefit and for which categories of aid and


8. welcomes a consultation document on the aid element in different forms of aid.
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