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Speakers' biographies

Louis DU BREIL DE PONTBRIAND

Head of Environment Sector

EuropeAid Co-operation Office (AIDCO)

European Commission

Louis du Breil is a French national originating from the region of Saint-Malo, Brittany. He holds a diploma of engineer in Agronomy, specialised in statistics and computer science, which he obtained at the National School of Agronomy in Rennes. He started his work life at the Ministry of Agriculture in Paris. He was employed afterwards in a few private companies. He joined the European Commission some 20 years ago. He worked successively at the Computer Department, the Directorates General for Fisheries, for Agriculture, for Development and finally at EuropeAid Cooperation Office. Since 2004, he is in charge of the environment thematic sector and manages a programme which every year funds activities related to environment and natural resources, including energy, in developing countries.

Christophe NUTTALL

Director of the UNDP's Hub for Innovative Partnerships

Christophe NUTTALL, 46 years old, has an engineer degree in ecology and a PHD in geography in the field of development. After having worked in the field in Senegal for three years (1986 – 1989) as a junior scientist for ORSTOM (French Institution for research in developing countries) and US Clark University, and being (1989 - 1990) a space engineer at CNES (French spatial Agency) then a scientific advisor within the French ministry of foreign affairs (1990 – 1992) where he contributed to launch the Observatory of Sahel and Sahara.

Parallel to his early carreer, he was elected as deputy mayor to a French sous-prefecture. 

Christophe Nuttall then joined the United Nations Institute for Training and Research in 1993 and was in charge of information society. Since the World Summit on Sustainable Development (2002), he developed the decentralization cooperation programme where he has developed a network of 12 training centers around the world for local and regional authorities. He has launched the international multi partnerships initiative on access to basic services, adopted at the 2007 UN-HABITAT board and to be adopted at the 2008 ECOSOC. 

In August 2005, he joined UNDP and is the Director of the Hub for Innovative partnerships. He is in charge within UNDP of the development of partnerships with local / regional authorities in line with the UN Reform.
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