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Standing Committee for Institutional Affairs

Work plan 2009
Unanimously adopted by the AER General Assembly meeting in Tampere (FIN) on 13 November 2008

The Standing Committee for Institutional Affairs will address the following priorities in 2009
: 

(i)    Assisting regions in bridging the gap between Europe and its citizens 

(ii)   Promoting the development of innovative, participatory and inclusive regional governance 

(iii)  Ensuring that the optimal framework conditions are provided for the development of regional democracy in all countries of Europe 

(iv)  Ensuring the involvement of regions in European politics

 (i) Assisting Regions in Bridging the Gap between Europe and its Citizens
(a) European Citizens Forums - The aim of the AER European Citizens’ Forums is to engage citizens and regional politicians in a debate with representatives of the European Union on the future of Europe. The forums operate as a two-way process, informing citizens about the European Union’s concrete work, and listening to people’s expectations about what should be done in the future. In 2009, the AER aims to organise 6 European Citizens Forums across Europe.

(b) ‘Do You Speak European?’ Competition - The Standing Committee will continue to organise the Europe-wide debating competition for young people on Europe. The aim of the competition will be to increase the awareness of young people of the European context in which they live. The competition will operate through three levels: (i) each participating region will organise a regional debating competition amongst their schools and youth councils; (ii) the winners of the regional competition will go on to compete in a national competition; (iii) the winners of the national competitions will compete at a European level, to identify the European debating champions. This concept is based on an existing programme in the AER member region of West Sussex.

(c) Communicating Europe Award, Atelier and EP elections – The AER launched for the second time the ‘Communicating Europe’ award in 2008 to identify the regions that could demonstrate best practice in informing and engaging their citizens in issues of European interest. Similar to 2008, a showcase of the winning entries will be organised in Brussels in spring 2009, together with a Communication Atelier discussing the issue of “communication” especially in the context of European Parliament elections. This event will be combined with the AER’s Youth Ambassadors scheme. The 3rd edition of the Communicating Europe award will be launched in spring 2009 at this occasion.

(ii) Promoting the Development of Innovative, Participatory and Inclusive Regional Governance
(a) Reducing Administrative Burden

In 2009 the Standing Committee will also look on ways how regions reduce administrative burden. At present the Standing Committee is cooperating with the European Commission in order to promote the “Best Idea for Red Tape Reduction Award”. This award is aiming at identifying best and innovative ideas on how to reduce unnecessary bureaucracy stemming from European law. The AER will promote this competition among its member regions and follow up the results. 

(b) Development of a Web Portal and Expert Network on Regionalism – In order to promote the principles of regional democracy, the Standing Committee for Institutional Affairs is in the process of developing a web portal on regionalism. The aim is to create a one-stop information shop on regionalism in Europe, which should become the first place that people search when they want to find out about regional developments in any country in Europe. The Standing Committee will also continue establishing a network of academic experts and practitioners that will link into the web portal, in order to create a hub of knowledge on regionalism and regionalisation processes in Europe.

(c) AER Training Academy –In the academic year 2007-2008 the Standing Committee organised 6 training sessions on European affairs. Altogether over 100 participants have participated in these sessions; participants included mostly regional officers, but also some politicians and trainees. For the coming year 2008/09 the Training Academy will focus again on the core topics of European Decision-making, EU funding and institutional lobbying. This module will be delivered at least two times in the academic year 2008-09, once in English and once in French. In addition the Standing Committee is offering more advanced courses, covering the topics of Climate change and Energy as well as State Aid. 2009 the committee will extend contacts with bodies interested in participating in the training scheme, and set up further modules. 

(iii) Ensuring that the Optimal Framework Conditions are provided for the Development of Regional Democracy in Europe

(a) European Charter on Regional Democracy – the Congress of the Council of Europe adopted a new draft of the European Charter on Regional Democracy, in the hope that member states can reach agreement. The Standing Committee will work with the Congress to try to ensure that Member States endorse the Charter.

(b) Responding to Challenges to Regional Democracy in Europe – the Standing Committee will organise ad-hoc seminars and study visits to respond to specific challenges to regional democracy in individual countries, as required. 

(c) Decentralisation study BAK Basel economics – In 2008 the AER commissioned BAK-Basel economics with a study on decentralisation indicators. The study will be completed at the end of 2008. The Committee will undertake initiatives to promote the findings of the study.

 (iv) Ensuring the involvement of Regions in European Politics
(a) Monitoring the Lisbon Treaty– The Standing Committee will closely monitor the ratification process of the Lisbon Treaty as well as ongoing discussion, inform its members and undertake measures adapted to the outcome. 

(b) European Parliamentary Elections – European elections will take place in June 2009. The AER will equip its members with necessary information material and link citizen’s forum to elections. 

Calendar of Events 2009

	When?
	Where?
	What?

	January
	Brussels (B)
	Training Academy – Advanced course: EU Climate change and Energy policy

	18/19  March 
	Representation Baden-Württemberg, Brussels (B)
	Communication Atelier and Youth Ambassadors Meeting

	19 March
	Representation Baden-Württemberg, Brussels (B)
	Launch Communicating Europe Award

	March
	Brussels (B)
	Training Academy – Introductory Course (French)

	May 
	Fribourg (CH)
	Standing Committee Meeting
Topics: *EP elections 
             *Decentralisation

	May 
	Fribourg (CH)
	Citizenship Forum

	30June 
	----------------------
	Deadline 3rd Communicating Europe Award

	September
	Brussels (B)
	Training Academy – Introductory Course (English)

	Autumn
	tbn
	Conference Youth Regional Network

	Autumn Session
	Västra Götaland (S)
	Standing Committee Meeting

	December
	Brussels (B)
	Training Academy – Advanced course: State Aid policy

	December
	tbn
	Great final: Do you speak European?


Institutional Affairs Team: 

Stephanie von Hayek, Policy Coordinator, s.vonhayek@aer.eu, 0033 388 22 74 46

Regine Kramer, Policy Coordinator, r.kramer@aer.eu, 0032 2421 8389

Malgorzata Kucinska, Youth Officer, youth.officer@aer.eu, 0033 388 2274 32

� These priorities are taken from the AER Strategic Plan 2007-2012
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