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AER Presidium meeting                                              

  Berlin, 22nd February 2007

Ref. Agenda: X-2

FOR ADOPTION                                                                                               original in English
AER Action Plan on the Future of the Constitution

The Constitutional Treaty contains a number of clear benefits for the regions, in that it gives regional authorities a greater role in EU legislative processes and provides recognition for the concept of territorial cohesion as one of the key foundations of European Union policy.

For this reason, regardless of the outcome of the debate on the future of the Constitutional Treaty, the AER will undertake to ensure that progress is made on implementing the new framework for regional involvement in European Union matters. At the same time, the regions, in their role as bridges between the citizens and the European Union, will implement actions to ensure that there is an active debate on the Constitution amongst their citizens, in order that they can take an informed decision on the matter, should they be asked to do so in any subsequent referendum.

(i) Letter-writing campaign to Member States governments

The AER Secretariat will send the Declaration agreed by the Presidium on 22 February to all 27 Member State governments, as well as to the Commission President and the leaders of the main political groups in the European Parliament.

(ii) Gather key opinion-formers around ideas

The AER will organise a meeting together with key academics, politicians and other opinion-formers, who share the AER’s vision of the future of the Constitutional Treaty. This meeting, which will take place in the spring, will provide an opportunity to develop the ideas in greater detail and to present a more detailed agenda for action to the German Presidency.

(iii) Berlin Declaration

The AER member regions will produce their own Berlin Declaration, setting out their vision for the next 50 years of European integration. This will be forwarded to the German Presidency in an attempt to influence the official Berlin Declaration that will be issued on 25 March, on the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome.

(iv) Organisation of debates in the regions

AER Member regions will be asked to commit themselves to organising a debate in their region on the future of Europe. The debate should engage MEPs and COR members. The aim of the debate would be to ensure that local citizens were once again brought into the discussion on the Constitution.

(v) Implementation of the Territorial Agenda

The Territorial Agenda, which is due to be signed by EU Member States in Leipzig in May 2007, ensures the recognition of territorial cohesion as one of the cornerstones of EU policy. For example, it calls upon the Commission to carry out territorial impact assessments on all pieces of legislation that impact upon the regions. The AER will support the signing of the Territorial Agenda and will work with the Member States to ensure that it results in concrete actions that benefit the regions.
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