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AER Presidium meeting                                              

  Berlin, 22nd February 2007

Ref. Agenda: X-1

FOR ADOPTION                                                                                               original in English
AER Position on the Future of the Constitutional Treaty

The Assembly of European Regions, 

Bearing in mind that:

· the European Union needs a new institutional and decision-making framework that will allow it to work effectively with 27 or more members; further enlargement of the European Union is not possible under the existing Treaties,

· the text of the Constitutional Treaty was a delicate balance, agreed by all Member State governments, and with an unprecedented stakeholder consultation process,

· 18 Member States have to date ratified the Treaty, 2 or them through referenda, whilst a further 2 Member States have voted against the Treaty, also in referenda,

· the latest Eurobarometer surveys show that trust in the European Union has fallen to an all-time low. If we want to regain the citizens’ trust in the European project, we cannot simply ignore the will of those citizens, 

· a Spanish or Luxembourg ‘yes’ is no less valid than a French or Dutch ‘no’,

· if we abandon the Constitution now, we not only ignore the will of the majority of Member States, we also abandon the finely-tuned mechanisms that have been agreed in order to allow the EU to continue to function effectively in the long term.

Regrets:

· the lack of leadership that has been shown in Europe to date on the Constitutional Treaty, and calls upon the German Presidency to clearly take on this role. Those governments that are now reluctant to move forward on the Constitutional Treaty are the same people who negotiated the text and unanimously signed the Constitution in Rome, giving their unequivocal approval to the text. The reticence of some governments to now follow through on finding a solution to the Constitution impasse only acts to reduce the credibility of the European project.

Calls upon the German Presidency and the EU Member States to:

· Verify whether the conditions exist to approve and unanimously adopt the existing Constitutional Treaty

· If this is not the case try, through the Intergovernmental Conference to introduce the minimum necessary amendments in order to achieve ratification by all 27 Member States 

· Ensure that the European Parliament is engaged as a key partner in any revision of the Treaty

The AER believes that this approach would equip the European Union well to address the challenges of  the next 50 years. It will ensure that the result is a Union rooted in subsidiarity, where decisions on supranational issues are taken at the supranational level, but that all those policies better defined at national, regional and local level remain the full competencies of those levels of government. In this way, the European Union can win the respect of its citizens and play its full role in addressing the global challenges with which those citizens are faced.
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