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AER Position on the Role of the Regions in Regard to the Future of the Constitutional Treaty

1. The AER believes that the Constitutional Treaty represents a concrete step forward for the regions, and welcomes the emphasis that the Treaty places upon the role of the regions in Europe and upon the principle of subsidiarity. 

2. However, the AER notes with regret that the process of ratification of the Constitutional Treaty faces extreme difficulties, and recognises the fears expressed by some citizens that the European integration process has become detached from their needs and expectations. In this regard, the AER welcomes the European Council’s decision to adopt a twin-track approach, on the one hand focusing on the concrete benefits that European projects bring to the citizen, and on the other putting into place a clear timetable for reaching decisions about the future of the Constitutional Treaty.

3. The AER believes that the regions have a clear role to play in both aspects of this twin-track approach. As implementers of European policies, they can demonstrate the clear benefits of European integration to the citizen, while as partners in the European decision-making process, they can contribute to developing workable solutions to the institutional impasse that faces the European Union if it is unable to resolve the current Constitutional crisis.

4. In this regard, the AER undertakes to develop the role of its member regions in connecting the citizens with the work of the European institutions, by:

a. Working together with the European Union and the Member States to ensure that the citizens are properly informed about the advantages of European integration and the future of the European Union;

b. Providing clear information to the citizens about how regions work with the European institutions to tackle the key concerns of the citizens in a wide range of areas, from the environment, to economic prosperity and health and social concerns;

c. Contributing, through cross-border and interregional co-operation, to improved understanding between the people of Europe and cohesion in the EU.

5. In terms of the role of the regions in the European decision-making process, the AER was pleased that the Constitutional Treaty incorporated many of the concerns expressed by the regions, including:

a. The extension of the principle of subsidiarity to the regional and local levels 

b. The inclusion of territorial cohesion within the Union’s objectives 

c. The recognition of regional identities

d. The increased consultation of the regions in the legislative drafting phase 

e. The constant recourse to the principle of subsidiarity in the legislative drafting phase 

f. The right of the Committee of the Regions to take cases to the European Court of Justice  

g. The possibility for the indirect consultation of regions with legislative powers 

h. The possibility of unanimous decision-making for culture, health and social affairs under Common Commercial Policy 

Regardless of the outcome of the ratification process, the AER undertakes to ensure that as many of these principles as possible are incorporated into the European Union institutional framework, and will strive to develop a series of concrete initiatives together with the European institutions and the Member States in this regard.

6. The AER therefore commits itself to its own twin-track approach, on the one hand promoting inclusion of the principles of subsidiarity and regional democracy in the EU institutional framework, and on the other developing a European integration process that is firmly rooted in the needs, expectation and wishes of the citizens. 

JB, August 2006

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the political voice of the regions and the key partner for the European and international institutions on the core issues of regional competence. The AER promotes the diversity of the regions and translates this diversity into a strength. It promotes subsidiarity and democratic regional structures and enables the regions to form the essential link between Europe and its citizens. The AER represents 255 European regions and 13 interregional associations.
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