


Mid-Term-Conference, Regional Kick-off 
and Study Visits in Wiesbaden / Hessen 

From 18th to 20th May 2011, the Mid-Term-Conference of 
the WATER CoRe project will take place, hosted by the Mi-
nistry of Environment, Energy, Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection of Hessen (lead partner). On 19th May 2011, 
the Regional Kick-off Conference of the WATER CoRe pro-
ject will be carried out, hosted by the Water Board Hessian 
Reed (Wasserverband Hessisches Ried). The Kick-off Con-
ference will introduce the WATER CoRe project to Hessian 
stakeholders. A field trip into the Hessian Reed (Hessisches 
Ried) will be organised in order to demonstrate to the  
project partners how integrated water management is im-
plemented in the region. On 20th May 2011, the Platform 
of Ministers and a merged meeting of Steering Committee 
and Presidium will take place.

Hessen – Involvement and expectations in the project
Hessen as a European region is also one out of 16 federal 
states in Germany. Hessen has two partners in the WATER 
CoRe project: The Ministry of Environment, Energy, Agri-
culture and Consumer Protection of Hessen (HMUELV), 
which is the highest environmental authority in the state,  
is lead partner of the project. The other partner is the  
Hessian Agency for the Environment and Geology (HLUG), 
which is a technical and scientifical institution in the field of 
environmental and geological issues. The HLUG provides 
scientific, expert and practically orientated advice to the 
ministries and local authorities. Due to climate change, 
seasonal water scarcity and droughts are likely to occur 

Project progress and milestones 

Exchange of experience and transfer of good practices
One main objective of the WATER CoRe project is the exchange  
of experiences and the transfer of good practices between 
the partner regions. A “Handbook of Good Practices”, which  
includes 103 good practices from the seven partner regions, 
was approved by the presidium in November 2010. The 
handbook was the base for a “list of interest”, in which the 
partners have to choose projects for a transfer in their own  
region. First bilateral study visits have been carried out by now 
to learn more from the chosen projects. The study visits provide  
deeper insights into the practices through discussions and a 
more detailed assessment of its transferability. An indicator for 
the success of the WATER CoRe project is the transfer of one 
or more good practices into each region.

Platform for European wide water scarcity and drought 
management strategies 
The WATER CoRe project aims at the exchange of experien-
ces between the partners and wants to disseminate informa-
tion and strategies regarding water scarcity and droughts for 
stakeholders all over Europe. Therefore, the Handbook of 
Good Practices is also compiled as an information base for 
good practices not only for the partners but also for the entire  
community. Additionally, the project partners have started 
to carry out a complementary survey on water scarcity and 
droughts. This survey is supposed to identify important insti-
tutions, networks, projects and documents dealing with water 
scarcity and droughts in Europe. In this way, the WATER CoRe 
project provides up-to-date information on strategies to deal 
with water scarcity and droughts and shows innovative exam-
ples in the seven partner regions. 
To bring this experience and knowledge to the public, the  
project partners are currently developing an E-learning  
module which includes not only the good practices of the 
partner regions but also delivers general information on water 
scarcity and droughts in Europe. A guide referring to the topics 
and outcomes of the WATER CoRe project has been drafted. 
The guide is subdivided into the main themes “water demand 
side management (technicalal and economical)”, “drought 
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management”, “adaptation to climate change” and “commu-
nication and participation”. Examples of the good practices 
of the partners are used to illustrate and explain the general 
concepts of the guide. The guide will be made available to 
water-related experts and professionals.
For linking the information of the Handbook of Good Practices  
and the EU-wide survey with the E-learning module, the pro-
ject partners have started to develop a database. This will 
not only provide general information to the user, but will also 
allow a customised access to the E-learning module. 

Meeting of the Presidium and Working 
groups in Bologna, Emilia Romagna

From 23th to 25th March 2011, the third meeting of the 
WATER CoRe Presidium and the third meeting of the Working 
group members took place at the Environmental Agency of 
Emilia-Romagna – Hydro-Meteo-Climate Service in Bologna. 
Intensive team meetings were carried out in order to enrich the 
WATER CoRe project. The first draft of the WATER CoRe Guide 
was discussed and the implementation of the complementary 
survey was approved. The structure and design of the E-lear-
ning module was discussed. The partners deliberated upon 
further steps and approved present results and milestones.   
Furthermore, study visits related to 14 good practices in Emilia- 
Romagna and covering all five WATER CoRe main themes 
took place. Examples for novel water use technologies, irriga-
tion technologies, climate change modelling and awareness 
rising projects were demonstrated to the partners.  


