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AER Survey on regional energy policy

Regions play a crucial role in designing and implementing energy policy and strategies. They are driving forces for concrete action for sustainable development and implementation of smart energy solutions. They are also close to the citizens; thus, they represent an important means of reaching out to the people to support energy efficiency and promote the use of renewable energy sources through awareness-raising campaigns.

In order to meet our members’ needs in upcoming AER energy-related events such as the General Assembly in Belfort, we kindly ask you to provide us with background information on energy policy in your regions.

( 
If you are not an energy expert, please forward this questionnaire to the person responsible for energy matters in your region.

Questionnaire

Section 1 - Energy in your region

1/ 
What is the structure of energy production and consumption in your region? Please detail the share of fossil fuels and renewable energy sources in your region’s global energy portfolio. _________________________________________________________________

2/ 
Which sectors do consume most of energy in your region?


_________________________________________________________________

3/ 
What are the main energy resources in your region?

( Gas

( Wood


( Oil

( Coal

( Wind
( Solar

( Hydraulic
( Geothermic

( Others: ____________________________________________________

4/ 
To what extent does your region import and export energy resources? _________________________________________________________________

5/
Do you use smart grid technologies such as smart meters or pilot smart metering projects?

( Yes
( Not yet ( No, and there is not such a project planned in the upcoming years 
Section 2 – Decision process 

6/
Has your region set up an energy strategy or energy action plan? ( Yes ( No

7/
Do you have competences / influence on regional energy strategies? ( Yes ( No

If yes, which?
( Energy supply




( Supervising energy production




( Providing renewable energy sources




( Supporting energy efficiency matters




( Other:______________________________________________

If no, who is responsible for energy policy of your region? ___________________

8/

Do you have competences / influence on sectoral matters related to energy infrastructure?
( Yes ( No

If yes, which?
( Transport (roads, rails, public transport)




( Water management




( Spatial planning




( Public buildings




( Other:______________________________________________

9/
Do you use European Funds for your regional energy activities / development

If yes, which?
( Structural funds 




( Cohesion fund




( ERDF objective 1

( ERDF objective 2

( ERDF objective 3 (INTERREG)




( EARDF




( FP7 including Intelligent Energy Programme




( Other: ______________________________________________

10/

In addition to EU or national policies, has your region set up any specific support/incentive policies on:

Nitrogen oxides (Nox) emissions
 

( Yes ( No

Carbon emissions




( Yes ( No

Cogeneration (Combined Heat and Power)

( Yes ( No

Renewable energy sources 



( Yes ( No

Energy Efficiency




( Yes ( No

Water Reuse/Treatment



( Yes ( No

Other:____________________________________________________________

11/
Has the energy market in your country been completely liberalised? I.e. Separation of energy production and supply ( Yes ( No

If no, to which extend is the market liberalised? _________________________________________________________________

12/
Do you believe that regions’ effort can have positive impact on climate change? 




( Yes ( No

Section 3 – Evolutions & perspectives

13/
Does your region position energy as one of the regional key priorities for the 15 next years? 

( Yes ( No

14/
What are the most important goals of your energy strategy? 

( Improving existing energy supply system 


( Increase the share of renewable energy sources, which __________________


( Reduction of energy consumption / increase in energy efficiency


( Creation of an energy agency


( Good energy management in public buildings


( Other: _________________________________________________________

15/
What are the key elements of your action plan?


( Legislative acts

( Green procurement


( Public Infrastructure Investment, what type:____________________________


( Grants to private households / enterprises, what for:_____________________


( European projects, with the aim of:___________________________________


( Promoting / awareness raising for smart and sustainable energy use


( Other:__________________________________________________________

16/

Are you planning to introduce new energy technologies or upgrade existing ones? 


( Yes ( No

If yes, which?
( Oil




( Nuclear

( Clean coal

( Gas

( Renewable energy sources, which:________________________________________________




( Other:______________________________________________

17/
Do you have any specific interests in an exchange of experience among European regions?

( Active engagement in supporting other regions, e.g. as expert in peer reviews


( Receiving advice from other regions, e.g. through a peer review in your region

( Developing energy tools / strategies together with other regions, e.g. via AER working groups or EU projects


( Learning how others do, e.g. through conferences, training academies


( Other:__________________________________________________________

18/
Any further comments? Suggestions?

19/
Who is responsible for a regional energy strategy and action plan in your region?

Politician in charge

	Region (country)
	

	Organisation
	

	Name / Surname
	

	Description of the domain of work / responsibilities
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Website
	


Officer in charge

	Region (country)
	

	Organisation
	

	Name / Surname
	

	Description of the domain of work / responsibilities
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Website
	


We ask you to return this questionnaire to j.podralska@aer.eu by October 30,  2009.

The results of the survey will be published at the AER General Assembly in November 2009 and on the AER website.

Thank you for your contribution!
Save the dates!

AER General Assembly

25 – 27 November 2009

Belfort, Franche-Comté (F)

1st European Regions Energy Day

29 April 2010

Brussels (B)

6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: secretariat@aer.eu - Website: www.aer.eu 
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