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TOWARDS CARBON NEUTRAL & CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENT TERRITORIES 
AER and UNDP are initiating an ambitious cooperation programme in the field of climate change. This highly anticipated project consolidates AER’s profile in the areas of climate change and international development and gives member regions a unique opportunity to distinguish themselves internationally.

BACKGROUND:

The 2007/08 UNDP Human Development Report highlights that global warning has become an undeniable reality. Countries will be unevenly affected by the impact of climate change and the poorest will have to bear most of the consequences. Implementation of policies necessary to successfully address the climate change challenge will only be achieved through involvement and commitment at all levels of decision-making. 

The reduction of energy use and climate vulnerability is a challenge at the centre of local concerns. The regional level is most appropriate for the implementation of adaptation and mitigation measures (i.e. water resource management, biodiversity conservation, infrastructure planning).

PROJECT:

AER, UNDP and other organisations are designing a common project, which aims at adopting a local approach to fighting climate change. This approach responds to a dual objective to: 

· Integrate climate and carbon related constraints in local planning instruments, 

· Promote clean means of production and consumption at the local level. 

AGENDA:

1. Launch of the project’s pilot phase at the First International Regions Summit on Climate Change (October 2008 in St. Malo/France). The pilot phase will inlude 10 developed regions willing to share their expertise and best practices in the design and implementation of climate policies and 6-8 regions from developing countries.

2. Launch of the awareness-raising phase in at least 500 regions worldwide, through the organisation of workshops (beginning of 2009).

3. Identification and selection of 50 regions ready and willing to commit themselves in the definition of integrated climate policies. These regions will benefit from the support of decentralized cooperation, as well as from the other partners, in order to have the capacity to define their Integrated Territorial Climate Plan, and to carry out implementation projects.

AER possible role in this context:

· Participate in the project’s steering committee

· Disseminate information about the project among AER members

· Organise awareness & training workshop in Eastern or South-eastern Europe
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