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Protection of water resources, such as fresh water and marine ecosystems, as well as the water we drink and bathe in is one of the cornerstones of the environmental protection in Europe. The European Union put in place a series of legal provisions aiming to increase regions’ ability to provide clean and drinkable water, protect citizens from waterborne diseases, prevent flooding around urban areas, and support recreational water services. 

With the course of time, the EU legislation in the field of water got however too much complicated and the need for more clearness and lucidity became urgency. The EU Water Framework Directive was adopted in 2000 in order to simplify this very dispersed legislation. Member States had three years to transpose it into their national laws and adopt further legal measures to effectively endorse it. They were also urged to put in place by 2010 water-pricing policies that would promote an efficient use of water by private households and industry. The table below provides you with complete information on the EU Water Framework Directive as well other water-related regulations it was intended to replace.

	Legal instrument
	Date of implementation
	Specific provisions

	EC Communication: Addressing the Challenge of water scarcity and droughts in the European Union
	2007
	- A particular emphasis is put on water pricing policies, ‘user pays’ principle, and improving existing water supply infrastructure.
- Need to share information, knowledge and best practices on drought and water stress risk management and to develop specific management plans to forecast weather anomalies.

- Regions, close to the water end-users, must play a more active role in drafting measures that could contribute to the improvement of drinking water quality and accessibility.

- Since the agriculture and food production sector are the greatest water consumers, water availability should be better taken into account in the CAP Health Check.

	Directive on Groundwater
	2006
	- The directive left to Member States a large manoeuvre margin in what concerns methods to prevent a hazardous pollution of groundwater. It says that  “national authorities need to take all measures necessary to prevent inputs into groundwater of any hazardous substances”

- Member States are urged to establish a list of substances that could affect the quality of groundwater. Such lists should include cyanide, arsenic, biocides and phyto-pharmaceutical substances

- The directive lays down a limit of 50mg/l for nitrate pollution.

	Water Framework Directive
	2000
	- Obligation for Member States to establish every 6 years “a river management plan”

- “The river management plan” should set up minimum standards for ecological and chemical protection and indicate specific zones where higher standards can be easily achieved

- Some policies that “may negatively affect the quality of water” are allowed under strict control (i.e. flood protection or affordable access to drinking water supply chain)

- Obligation to impose by the end of 2010 a water pricing policy in order to encourage consumers to use water more efficiently

- Water pricing should be however reasonable so that water supply services stay affordable for citizens

	Directive on Drinking Water
	1998
	- The Directive’s main objective is to protect the health of EU consumers and to make sure that water they drink is clean and free of unacceptable taste, odour and colour

- Precise standards are established for around 50 substances that can be easily found in water. These standards are often very similar to or identical with the WHO guidelines for drinking water

- The Directive requires regular controls over the concentration of chemical substances in water. After each reporting by Member States the Commission issues a synthesis report, which summarises the quality of drinking water and its improvement at a European level 

	Directive on Urban Waste Water Treatment
	1991
	- Obligation for Member States to issue a specific certificate authorising discharges of urban waste water and waste water from 11 industrial sectors

- All cities with more than 2000 inhabitants should be equipped with adequate sewerage systems and treatment plants

- National authorities should take all necessary measures to limit pollution of receiving water from overflows provoked by storms or heavy rains

- Member States should provide guarantees that urban waste water discharges are monitored and controlled on regular basis

- The directive imposes ban on the disposal of sewage sludge to surface waters

	Directive on Chemicals in Water
	1976
	- The directive enumerates a number of substances and chemicals that could pollute water basins or be harmful for water plants and animals

- The major part of Community strategy against pollution of surface waters control policy is now set out in Article 16 of the Water Framework Directive

- New proposals extend the list of chemical substances that pose a particular risk to animal and plant life in the aquatic environment and to human health


