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ANSWER TO THE AER CALL FOR REGIONAL BEST PRACTICES ON CLIMATE CHANGE

NAME OF THE PROJECT ESPACE - European Spatial Planning Adapting to Climate Events

FIELD OF ACTIVITY NWE Interreg llIB Project
STARTING DATE September 2003
CLOSURE DATE August 2007 - main project

August 2008 - extension
WEBLINK Wwww.espace-project.org

PARTNERS ASSOCIATED TO
THE PROJECT Hampshire County Council (Lead)
Project carried on only by

your region? UK: West Sussex; Surrey; SEERA; SECCP; Environment Agency

. . Netherlands: Ministry van VROM; Waterschapp Rivierenland
With other regions?
Belgium: Regional Landschapp Zenne, Zuun en Zonien

With other local
stakeholders? Germany: Bavaria Environment Agency

MAIN DESCRIPTION A 4 year project looking at how spatial planning systems need to change to
enable adaptation to climate change.

Large Extended Partnership (200+) so great deal of input and dissemination
outside core partners.

Results of interest to many, including European Environment Agency and DG
Environment.

Results:
http://www.espace-
project.org/part1/publications/ESPACE %20Stategy %20Final.pdf

KEY WORDS
CHARACTERIZING YOUR Climate change adaptation; water management; change management; spatial
PROJECT planning
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NAME OF THE PROJECT

Climate Change Commission

FIELD OF ACTIVITY

Research/policy

STARTING DATE

April 2007

CLOSURE DATE

October 2007

WEBLINK

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/climatechange/climate-change-commission.htm

PARTNERS ASSOCIATED
TO THE PROJECT

Commission set up by Hampshire County Council.
Commissioners included politicians, scientists, government and media.

MAIN DESCRIPTION

The aim of the Commission was to consider the main areas of climate
change impact, and to identify and prioritise action to build more local
resilience to these impacts.

Results:
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/climatechange commission_of inquiry booklet.p
df

KEY WORDS Stakeholders; research; policy; adaptation
CHARACTERIZING YOUR
PROJECT
OTHER COMMENTS Hampshire County Council is very active in the climate change area.

Our work on climate change is within the context of the County Council’s
approach to sustainability. HCC has signed up to the Aalborg
Commitments and has set its vision as ‘Within a decade, Hampshire will
prosper without risking the environment’. Climate change is seen as the
biggest threat to achieving this vision.

CONTACT DETAILS:

NAME / FUNCTION

REGION / COUNTRY

Bryan Boult
Head of Environment Futures and Sustainability

Hampshire County Council

UK
EMAIL Bryan.boult@hants.gov.uk
TEL No 0044 1962 846772
FAX No 0044 1962 807055
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CALL FOR REGIONAL BEST PRACTICES ON CLIMATE CHANGE

NAME OF THE PROJECT

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Sustainable Business Partnership

FIELD OF ACTIVITY

Business Support

STARTING DATE

2005

CLOSURE DATE

Ongoing

WEBLINK

www.the-sbp.co.uk

PARTNERS ASSOCIATED
TO THE PROJECT
- Project carried on
only by your region?
- With other regions?
- With other local
stakeholders?

Hampshire County Council, Business Link, Hampshire Economic
Partnership, Environment Agency, SEEDA, the Environment
Centre, Local businesses

One of several SBPs across South East region — some regional
partnership working

MAIN DESCRIPTION

Providing free business support, advice, training and information
to SMEs across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. Coordination of
partner activity to help businesses manage and reduce their
environmental impacts

KEY WORDS Sustainability, Resource Efficiency, Business, Support,
CHARACTERIZING YOUR | Environment, Partnership, Energy, Waste, Water, Recycling
PROJECT
OTHER COMMENTS Ongoing support offered to member businesses through

Sustainable Business Network. Hampshire County Council and
SEEDA are funding partners

CONTACT DETAILS:

NAME / FUNCTION

Stephen Duncan

Sustainable Business Partnership Manager

REGION / COUNTRY

EMAIL

Hampshire, UK

Stephen.duncan@hants.gov.uk

TEL No

0044 1962 845243

6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19
E-mail: secretariat@aer.eu - Website: www.aer.eu
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Hampshire County Council’s Key Messages for Climate Change

1. Why is climate change an important issue for Hampshire and Hampshire County Council
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2. Hampshire County Council takes a leading role in climate change action
#
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3. Hampshire County Council’s response to climate change
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HCC Key Messages for Climate Change
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In November 2006 the Leader of Hampshire County Council established a Commission of Inquiry to
investigate the impacts of climate change in Hampshire, and to identify and prioritise action to build local
resilience to these impacts.

The Commission, which ran from April to October 2007, was made up of commissioners drawn from
academia, business, media and councillors representing all the political parties from the County Council.
Four themed hearings were held where evidence was presented by external experts, and key findings
were agreed by the commissioners. The hearings focused on the Physical Environment, Infrastructure,
Wellbeing and Society, and Economy. A full council meeting at the end of November 2007 considered
the findings of the Commission and identified priorities for action for Hampshire and identified what
Hampshire County Council’s role is in delivering these. The Commission will continue to meet periodically
to monitor progress.
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The priorities for action that were agreed by the full council in November 2007 provide a focused way
forward for the first stage of the climate change work programme. However, the County Council is aware
that it cannot do the work in isolation and so needs to build and develop strong partnerships to meet their
responsibilities. Hampshire County Council has a strategic role in convening other public, private and
voluntary sector partners to meet these tasks. Part of this role will be to enable others to build capacity to
deliver their own priorities for climate change.

Taking this approach provides a shared pool of resources and knowledge readily available to deliver
future priorities such as those identified by the Commission of Inquiry, so that all sectors of the community
can benefit. The County Council, working in partnership with others, will be able to create effective local
policies, procedures and networks that will enable effective implementation on the ground.

Hampshire County Council now intends to build on its experience to date and work towards the following
outcomes for a climate-resilient Hampshire:

! To prepare the organisation and the services it delivers for climate change

By placing climate change considerations at the heart of the County Council’s decision-making processes,
policy development and operational activities ensuring continued delivery of high-quality services.
Hampshire County Council will become an exemplar organisation and one that is well-placed to be
proactive or respond to change. As a result of building this capacity into the organisation, it will be able to
manage the associated risks and take advantage of some of the changes that climate change will bring.

! To develop climate-resilient communities

By working with communities and other organisations in Hampshire to increase their own capacity to
adapt by providing them with the knowledge and skills that they need. As a result, they will be better
prepared to make the difficult decisions that will be necessary to both minimise the impacts of climate
change and to take advantage of the opportunities.
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