DRAFT-Report on the STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION EVENT IN PREPARATION OF A WHITE PAPER ON ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE

of the European Commission on 16 May 2008 in Brussels.

The meeting of the AER with the European Commission for consultation on the Green Paper “adapting to climate change in Europe” took place on 18  January 2008 with Mrs. Rosario Bento Pais of the Unit C1 (Climate Strategy, international negotiation and monitoring of EU action of the Directorate Climate Change & Air). 

The European Commission however has decided that the White Paper on Climate Adaptation will be drafted by Unit D2, Protection of Water & Marine Environment of Peter Gammeltoft (Directorate Water, chemicals & Cohesion). This is due to the fact that water and water management is by far the main cross cutting issue of  the reactions in the stakeholder consultations. 

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Peter Gammeltoft. In the morning the European Commission presented the results of the stakeholder consultation of the Green Paper. About 70 stakeholders were present at the meeting. There was an elaborate presentation of the progress of the Impact Assessment and a presentation of the progress of the White Paper. In the afternoon there was a tour-de-table of all the participants  to present priority adaptation measures for their sector or area of competence which they consider should be considered at European level.

The consultation highlighted a number of criticism on the EC proposals entailed in the Green Paper: 

· the costs of inaction should be more clearly communicated and these compared with the costs of action (financing of adaptation); 
· more emphasis should be laid on the relation between mitigation and adaptation;
· more recognition of differences between sectors (e.g. coasts, river floods, infrastructure, health, energy, agriculture, tourism, water availability, forestry / fisheries, biodiversity / ecosystem services) meaning additional research and monitoring systems;

· there should be an overarching strategic vision and the EU demonstrating leadership;

· migration and cohesion of society should be addressed. 

The European Commission drew the following conclusions from the consultation:

· The Green Paper raises the profile of adaptation

· An urgent adaptation response is required

· Adaptation and mitigation must be considered together

· More research is required

· Greater public debate and awareness raising

· More emphasis on health, the urban environment and economic aspects.

The impact assessment carried out by AEA and Association ASPEN and presented by the European Commission was very elaborate. After a short presentation of climate change information the Commission presented results of the assessment about impact and adaptation in 12 sectoral fields. There were four points of consideration:

1. There is a need for climate projections. Knowledge of climate impacts (physical and monetary) is just emerging. 

2. The consideration of costs and benefits of adaptation is mainly qualitative. 

3. There is a strong distributional effect of climate change between north and south.

4. Studies rarely separate autonomous from planned adaptation.

For the White Paper, the Commission identified 7 sectoral fields of climate change impacts and 3 cross cutting issues which apply to all sectors. The cross cutting issues are land use, water and biodiversity/ecosystem services. 

The objectives of the Commission for adaptation to climate change are to increase the resilience of the EU economy, society and environment and to improve the long-term outlook for society and biodiversity/ecosystems. The need for EU action must be identified. When should the EU take action? Criteria are:

· Transboundary effects;

· Solidarity between social groups, between regions, Member States and between the EU and third countries;

· EC policies;

· Economies of scale, etc.;

· Autonomous / National adaptation plans. 

Furthermore the Commission will identify in the White Paper the need for early action in case of knowledge gaps and through risk assessment.

Next steps in the (White Paper) procedure will be an internal consultation with the inter service group and preparation of the Impact Assessment. The Impact Assessment will then be submitted to the Impact Assessment Board. After a positive advice of the Impact Assessment Board the White Paper will go into an Inter Service Consultation. Finally, after the Inter Service Consultation the White Paper will be adopted by the European Commission.

More information and the complete presentations can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/adaptation/index_en.htm  and

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/adaptation/stakeholder_consultation.htm .

The priority adaptation measures presented by the stakeholders were very diverse. Insurance and banking institutions asked for more reliable data and the development of tools for risk assessment. The Southern Member States in general asked for more binding regulation, other Member States were more in favour of exchanging best practices. Especially stakeholders from the United Kingdom were very keen on the health aspects of climate change.  Preservation of biodiversity was often mentioned as an important measure. Furthermore, water management measures were mentioned several times.

