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AER Working Group on Water
Draft Terms of Reference (as of 14 October 2008)
CONTEXT
The increasing demand by citizens and environmental organisations for cleaner rivers and lakes, groundwater and coastal beaches has been evident for considerable time. It has been confirmed by a representative opinion poll Eurobarometer in all 25 EU countries. When asked to list the main environmental issues, half of the respondents are worried about “water pollution” (47%), with figures for individual countries going up as far as 71%. (Source: DG Environment website)
Floods, water scarcity and droughts have become increasingly important on the technical and political level. They have a direct impact on people and economy, in sectors such as agriculture, tourism, industry, energy and transport. They have a significant effect on the natural resources available and on the environment as a whole. There is also a close connection between droughts and desertification, particularly in semi-arid regions, with direct impacts upon the performance of soil functions, as well as the influence upon the level of forest fires risk. Although it is a natural hazard, drought can be aggravated by climate change. It is not possible to control the occurrence of droughts although the resulting impacts may be mitigated to a certain degree, namely appropriate surveillance and management strategies. (Source: Report of the Informal Council of Environment Ministers on water scarcity and drought)
For more information on the European policy framework on water, please refer to the AER Committee 1 working paper under:

http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/environment.html (bottom of the page)
OBJECTIVES
The group will focus on three aspects of the issue at hand:

1. Improving regional approach through strategies and actions in view of delivering quality water to EU citizens

2. Sharing best practices and innovations

3. Addressing the issue of governance

FORESEEN ACTIVITIES

1. Political work

· Water Framework Directive

AER common approach to the Water Framework Directive : either a "micro" position on draught and water scarcity or a "macro" position on Water policy in Europe could be foreseen.

· Water charter

The Charter could encourage regions to take concrete measures, such as developing a regional water strategy, increasing the recycling of water, reducing loses, fixing water efficiency standards, setting up a strategy for public participation, ensuring quality standards for drinking water, etc. This Charter could be complemented by a set of specific targets to reach in this field (optional)

2. More specific AER projects and activities

· Online resource platform 

This webpage (or set of pages) will allow all AER members to access a variety of information sources on water, at local, regional, national, European and global level. Information will encompass legislation, main research projects and achievements, general information on specific areas…

· Award to the most sustainable regional policy in the field of water

· This is a long-term project that would need an application to EU co-funding (probably Life +). It would imply involving private partners, Universities or research centres. The aim would be to award a prize to the most sustainable region in the field of water.

3. Participation in events on water

· 2009 Summer School

The 2009 Summer School on Water will take place in Valencia in late August. The members of the working group will be encouraged to participate in this event and to make suggestions for the programme, if they wish so.

· World Water Day

AER and partner regions will be present at the World Water Day and will hold a discussion workshop so as to gather input on the Charter. 

Members of the working group
The number of regions taking part in the working group should be limited so as to ensure a dynamic and efficient working method. The regions should be as geographically representative as possible. Ideally each region would appoint one or two representatives to closely follow the discussion and to participate in the planned meetings.

The region of Valencia may chair the working group.

Work schedule
· 27-28 October 2008: Meeting of the working group in Linz

· Early 2009: Breakfast briefing on water

· 22 March 2009: World Water Day

· 30-31 March 2009: Launch of the Declaration, Limousin 

· Summer 2009: AER Summer School 

· Fall 2009/Spring 2010: application for project under Life+
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