Competitiveness and Innovation framework Programme (CIP)

Objectives

The Competitiveness and Innovation framework Programme (CIP) which was proposed by the EU Commission on April 2005 is meant to become the main legal basis grouping all Community actions in the field of innovation and competitiveness.

Indeed the Lisbon European Council of March 2000 set the objective of making Europe the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world by the year 2010. In order to fully meet these goals, a particular attention must be given to ensuring coherence and synergy among all actions implemented at the EC level in the field of innovation and competitiveness. The proposed CIP is the main tool to ensure this coherence. Therefore it is, together with the future FP7, one of the main instruments to achieve the Lisbon agenda.
Budget

The programme, meant to run from 2007 until 2013, will have a budget of 4.2126 billion euros.

Structure

The proposed framework Programme is structured around three main blocks of activities: 

· The Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme, particularly focussing on SMEs 

· The ICT Policy Support Programme, to support the adoption of ICTs in business, administrations and public sector services 

· The Intelligent Energy Europe Programme.
Energy

The Intelligent Energy - Europe Programme is the Community’s support programme for non-technological actions in the field of energy efficiency and renewable energy sources. Although the programme already exists and its current duration is from 2003 to 2006, the Commission proposes to integrate it to the CIP, hence making the next programme running from 2007 to 2013.

The programme’s objective is to support sustainable development as it relates to energy, and to contribute to the achievement of the general goals of environmental protection, security of supply and competitiveness. It does this by focusing on the removal of non-technical barriers, the creation of market opportunities, and by raising awareness. Under CIP, the programme will seek to facilitate the implementation of the energy regulatory framework, to increase the level of investment in new and effective technologies, and to increase both the uptake and demand for energy efficiency, renewable energy and energy diversification. Implementing measures will include pilot projects, policy analyses and support to joint actions of Member States or Regions.
The IEE programme will have three separate strands :

· energy efficiency and the rational use of energy - particularly in the building and industry sectors (SAVE)

· new and renewable energy sources for the production of electricity and heat, as well as their integration into the local environment and energy systems (ALTENER)

· the energy aspects of transport (STEER).
Roadmap to CIP

The EU Commission hold a public consultation of stakeholders late 2004. 

The CIP will then go through the EU “ordinary legislative procedure” –codecision and qualified majority in the Council.

The Commission’s proposal has been adopted on 6th April 2005 ; it has then been transmitted to the Council, the European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions.

The EP’s report is scheduled for first reading on 13th December 2005. 

The EESC has a special study group on CIP within the specialised section “Single Market, Production and Consumption” ; this study group will prepare the EESC opinion. The rapporteur is Mr Welschke (DE). The study group is scheduled to adopt its preliminary draft decision on 19 September 2005, while the EESC is scheduled to adopt its opinion during its plenary session on 14-15 December 2005.

The “Commission for Economic and social policy” of the CoR discussed a first draft decision on 27 June 2005. The rapporteur is Mr Harry Dijksma (NL-ALDE). The second discussion and adoption of the document are scheduled to take place at the commission meeting of 23 September 2005. The CoR opinion is scheduled to be adopted at the plenary session in November 2005

Internet links

European Commission : http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/enterprise_policy/cip/index_en.htm
CORDIS : http://www.cordis.lu/innovation/en/policy/cip.htm
7th Framework-Programme for Research and Development (FP7)

Objectives

The 7th Framework Programme will be the EU's chief instrument for funding scientific research and technological development over the period 2007 to 2013. It is one of the most important initiatives linked to the Lisbon agenda for European growth and competitiveness, along with a new Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP), Education and Training programmes, and Structural and Cohesion Funds for regional convergence and competitiveness. It will aim to create the European Research Area, and to develop the knowledge economy and society in Europe

The current FP6 will be running up to the end of 2006, while the proposed FP7 is due to kick-start on 1st January 2007. FP7 aims for simplified instruments and procedures for funding and participation.

Budget

In its proposal for FP7 of 6 April 2005, the Commission suggested that the maximum overall amount for Community financial participation in the FP7 should be € 72 726 million.

In November 2003, a report by the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and Energy called for the budget of FP7 to be increased to EUR 30 billion for the period 2007-2010.

Structures – thematic areas

The FP7 is organised into four programmes to address specific objectives :

1. Cooperation : more than half the total FP7 budget will be devoted to supporting cooperation between universities, industry, research centres and public authorities in order to gain leadership in key scientific and technology areas.

2. Ideas : A European Research Council (ERC) will be set up to stimulate creativity and excellence by funding basic or 'frontier' research by individual teams competing at European level.

3. People : Support to training, mobility and careers development through reinforced 'Marie Curie actions' will aim to develop and strengthen the human potential of European research.

4. Capacities : Research and innovation capacity throughout Europe is to be enhanced through the coordination and development of research infrastructures, as well as support to regional research-driven clusters, SMEs, a closer relationship between science and society, and the development of international cooperation.

Nine themes have been identified for the FP7 : 

· Health

· Food, agriculture and biotechnology

· Socio-economic sciences and the humanities 

· Information and communication technologies

· Energy
·  Space and Security Research 

· Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production Technologies

· Environment and Climate Change

· Transport and Aeronautics

They correspond to major fields in the progress of knowledge and technology, where research must be supported and strengthened to address European social, economic, environmental and industrial challenges. The overarching aim is to contribute to sustainable development. In Energy, a clear emphasis is given to research on renewables and on low CO2 emitting power generation.
Roadmap to FP7

The Commission published its official proposals for the FP7 on 6 April 2005. This is then to be treated by the Codecision process of the European Parliament and the Council, with consultation of the Committee of the Regions (CoR) and of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC).

The EP rapporteur is Mr Buzek Jerzy, from the EPP group. First reading by the EP is scheduled for 13 December 2005. The CoR  rapporteur is Mr Nordström (SE/ALDE), from the CoR Commission for Culture and Education.

The EESC has a special study group on FP7 within the specialised section “Single Market, Production and Consumption” ; this study group will prepare the EESC opinion. The rapporteur is Mr Wolf (DE). The study group is scheduled to adopt its preliminary draft decision in November 2005, while the EESC is scheduled to adopt its opinion during its plenary session on 14-15 December 2005.
Internet links

European Commission : http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/research/future/index_en
The CORDIS guide to the preparation of the FP7 : http://www.cordis.lu/fp7/home.html
The Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign 2005-2008
Objectives 

The Sustainable Energy Europe 2005-2008 Campaign is a European Commission initiative in the framework of the Intelligent Energy - Europe (2003-2006) programme, which aims to raise public awareness and promote sustainable energy production and use among individuals and organisations, private companies and public authorities, professional and energy agencies, industry associations and NGOs across Europe.

Set for a period of 4 years, the Campaign aims to contribute to the achievement of EU energy policy goals and targets in the fields of renewable energy sources, energy efficiency, clean transport and alternative fuels (ie increase the share of RE to 12% and of biofuels to 5,75% by 2010, improvement in energy efficiency of 1% per year) as well as to help the EU fulfil its commitment within the Kyoto protocol.  

Main Campaigning Areas

The Sustainable Energy Europe 2005-2008 Campaign is specifically to support and promote actions in the following areas : regions ; cities ; islands and Rural Areas ; communities aiming at 100% RES supply ; transport; buildings ; lighting Systems and Appliances ; developing countries ; promotion and communication.

Actions

The campaign will strive to increase awareness and visibility of the innumerable best-practice projects and programmes in the field of sustainable energy that have been launched across Europe, in order to lead to a large-scale replication of these European initiatives.

The campaign foresees a series of instruments in that purpose : 

· The Sustainable Energy Partnership, designed to involve and support institutions and organizations, decision makers and sustainable energy stakeholders that are currently implementing (or planning to implement) a project intending to have a significant impact upon the energy environment in Europe. In principle, every institution, company or organization, both public and private, can contribute to the Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign and is invited to join the Partnership.

· Appointment of Campaign Associates, in particular major and well-established umbrella and network organizations involving sustainable energy actors, for them to increase the visibility of the Campaign and encourage Partnerships through a range of promotional actions.

· The Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign Annual Conference : it will be a key European-level meeting point for all sustainable energy stakeholders. Sustainable Energy Partnerships will also have an opportunity to showcase their programmes or projects and share best practices at a European level.

· The Sustainable Energy Europe Annual Competition, for Sustainable Energy Partners, is held to reward Partnerships that have made an outstanding contribution to the development and promotion of the Campaign through their programmes and projects.

· Special services to Media, organisation of Sustainable Energy Days or Sustainable Energy Weeks. 

Criteria for membership
Institutions/companies wishing to become Campaign Partners can apply on the Campaign website and are required to sign and a Sustainable Energy Europe Declaration and application Form, whereby the institution or company gives a detailed description of its contribution to the Campaign objectives.

A few criteria are to be fulfilled for eligibility :

· The ‘project/programme’ should contribute to one or more of the nine main Campaigning areas

· The ‘project/programme’ should be approved and launched by relevant parties involved

· The project should nevertheless have a substantial local, regional, national or international impact

· The ‘project/programme’ has to be proposed by the main promoter (municipality, regional or national authority, private organization, association or a company or a group of them)

· The Partnership promoters should provide a description of the ‘project/programme’ they wish to propose as a contribution to the Campaign via the online application form

· Compliance with Community, national and local regulations 

Internet link

The Campaign website :

http://www.sustenergy.org/home.htm
