Title of the Project: Sustainable management and exploitation of biodiversity and empowerment of activities related to the use of the natural endogenous resources as employment and development sources.

Acronym: BIOS

Our project is included in the Strategic Priority 2: “Improvement of sustainability for the protection and preservation of environment and the natural environment of SUDOE” and within objective 4: “To preserve and to improve the heritage value of the natural spaces and resources”.

Duration of the project: 2 years 2009-2010.

Foreseen Budget: 1.800.000 euro.

Number of partners: 6 – 8 partners.

Brief description of the project

The main strategy that must be applied in the SUDOE territories is based in the consolidation of production thresholds related to the main resources, by fostering the creation of networks at primary levels and by using the existing synergies generated from knowledge and innovative actions.

The development of the market valorisation, regarding the natural heritage resources, must be carried out within a framework that assures the sustainability of these resources and the identity of the SUDOE territories.

To achieve this, it is necessary to integrate a big group of resources with great potentiality (fungi culture, agriculture, natural products, landscapes, etc), within the dynamisation strategies of economical activities.

The economical organisation of these resources will generate a lot of employment opportunities and will foster the socio-professional integration of people, as it is showed by the exploitation of the tourist resources and the promotion of the renewable energies.

The sustainability of the resources of SUDOE areas, as well as their external promotion in the different markets (regarding territorial marketing that will valorise specific complementarities), constitutes a “promising territory” to develop joint actions.

The participation of the different collectives in the management of their products related to the different work fields, promotes not only a compilation of experiences, but also an opening to the different problems of the field and a search of joint solutions.

On the other hand, this participation will allow the different fields to group between themselves to work in many different subjects and to create small collaboration cores within SUDOE. This will enrich the products and activities offer and it will produce benefits to all involved actors. All these actions will contribute to make borders more “permeable”, through a real collaboration that will overcome the cultural, social and economical barriers that may exist.

The proposed activities within the development axes, will be carried out simultaneously in the different SUDOE regions involved in the project.
The specific activities will be developed by creating different Tasks Groups that will be in charge of different activities related to the foreseen objectives and to the collectives to which they are addressed.

The foreseen Tasks Groups are the following ones:

a) The empowerment of organic agriculture to obtain quality foodstuffs, to protect and preserve the environment and as a mean to maintain young population in the rural areas. This activity has continuously increased in the last years and the professional and social perspectives that are promoted by this activity are a good solution to avoid depopulation.

b) The preservation and rational management of the fungal resources, as elements to be protected within forest ecosystems and as environmental and economical richness sources. In the last years, the increase of fungal exploitation in forests has been remarkable. The sustainable management of this resource is very important for its continuance.

c) Biodiversity preservation as a development and economical diversification source. The importance of valorising the forest ecosystems, as mean to maintain biological diversity, to maintain the environmental quality and to maintain the natural resources must be taken into account.

d) Implementation of NICTs in the rural areas.

