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Foreword


Welcome to the new Committee 2 communication tool! Our aim is to bring you the latest information in your field of interest in an easy format. 
We will publish a thematic newsletter at least once every 1-2 months, depending on what is new. 

You can participate too! If there is something you would like to share with other member regions (a conference you are organising, a project you just finished or simply a good example of what you do in your region) then contact us! We will include a "Regions' Corner" in each thematic newsletter, with information directly from the regions.

We hope you find this tool useful. And we are always open to any suggestions for improvements! Happy reading!
News


New EqOpps web pages

The AER web pages dedicated to Equal Opportunities have been reorganized. Your main entry point will still be
 http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/equal-opportunities.html 

From that page you will have easy access to main documents and to latest developments. 

These are your pages, so do not hesitate to tell us what you’d like to see in them! If there is something you would like us to post on the AER website, then please contact us! 


AER Observatory on Migrant Women

9 regions have already joined the Steering Committee of our Observatory on Migrant Women’s Steering Committee: Ile-de-France and Limousin (FR), Norrbotten (SE), Valencia (ES), Friuli-Venezia Giulia and Calabria (IT), Mures and Timis (RO) and Varazdin (HR). 

The first activity of the Observatory will be to set up a regional microfinance network for migrant women. This will be discussed in detail at our upcoming meetings. For further information on the Observatory and how to join, please visit: 

http://www.a-e-r.org/home-en/main-issues/equal-opportunities/observatory-on-migrant-women-omw.html

Meeting with Mr. Laurent AUJEAN, DG EMPL – EqOpp Unit

On March 4, the AER met the European Commission’s Unit in charge of Equal Opportunities. It has been confirmed that the European Commission (DG EMPL, Equal Opportunities Unit) will participate to our Spring Session in Brussels and will update us with their latest achievements as well as prospects for 2008-2009. Time will be provided for a Q&A session as well. 
AER activities


Spring Session, Brussels (B), 28th April 2008

This meeting will allow participants to discuss directly with the Unit in charge of Equal Opportunities in the European Commission and the European Microcredit Network, but will also take a few decisions on our working group’s future orientations, such as, among other things, a new name, the VIIIth AER Conference on Equal Opportunities and an AER Award.More information on our website: 

http://www.a-e-r.org/events/1/2008/equal-opportunities-brussels.html

VIIIth Conference in Valencia (E), October 2008 (date to be confirmed)
We are currently in contact with the region of Valencia (E), who has expressed an interest in hosting our VIIIth Conference on Equal Opportunities between Women and Men. 
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