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TASK FORCE – EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

Proposal for opinion of the Committee of the Regions regarding priority actions of local and regional entities for prevention of violence against women and for improving attention to victims

Date/Place:
20th February 2009 from 10.00 am, CoR Headquarters, room JDE 53

Speakers/Participants:
· Ms Alicia García Rodriguez, expert of the rapporteur on the opinion (ES/EPP  Juan Vincente Herrera Campo, president of Castilla y León)

· Emily Blondy – CEMR emily.blondy@ccre.org
· Colette de Troy – Women's lobby - European Policy Action Centre on Violence Against Women (EPACVAW) detroy@epacvaw.org

Objective of the meeting:
ECOS, is about to draft an own initiative opinion on « Priority measures by local and regional authorities to prevent violence against women and improve care of victims ».

Organisation of an informal meeting with representatives of the associations of local and regional authorities to consult them and receive input on the topic.

Documents attached:
None

Main points / Summary

· Follow-up:

29th April 2009:  first discussion and adoption of the opinion within ECOS Commission. Possibility to attend it.

5-6th October 2009:  adoption in the CoR plenary.

Ms Alicia García Rodriguez proposed to exchange by email data collected  by each association in order to know which means and strategies are already implemented and to have a good overview of the situation in Europe.

· Context:

· Conference of Valladolid on Gender violence, 19th January 2009

Press clippings: http://www.cor.europa.eu/COR_cms/ui/ViewDocument.aspx?siteid=default&contentID=1f4b9806-3d99-4902-89da-8eb442af4f86
· Definition of violence against women: Resolution 48/104 of 20th December 1993, UN GA

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r104.htm
· The European Charter for Equality of women and men in local life – CEMR, May 2006

Article 22: Gender-based violence 

· Problem in collecting qualitative and quantitative data at local and regional levels

In order to implement effective measures, an harmonisation of indicators is needed.

European Women’s Lobby publications on the topic:

· « Towards a common European framework to monitor progress in combating violence against women »

http://www.womenlobby.org/SiteResources/data/MediaArchive/Publications/BrochUK.pdf
· « Unveiling the Hidden Data of Domestic Violence in the EU »

http://www.womenlobby.org/SiteResources/data/MediaArchive/Publications/Unveiling%20the

 HYPERLINK "http://www.womenlobby.org/SiteResources/data/MediaArchive/Publications/Unveiling the hidden data.pdf"
%20hidden%20data.pdf
--> European overview on domestic violence and proposed recommendations to facilitate a European model for the collection of data on domestic violence and to develop more adequate policies in the EU

For example, in southern Europe, as this violence is still a taboo, data are not easily collected whereas in the northern part, authorities are very active and are able to collect many.

The consequence is that violent acts appear to be more numerous in the North than in the South whereas it is not necessarily the case.

As it is stipulated in the European Charter for Equality of women and men in local life: it is necessary to cross data between health, housing, social care authorities, in order to have a more effective overview.

· The strength of local and regional levels

National action plans are good because they are long-term strategies but very few countries have good ones.

Comprehensive strategies at regional level are needed because regions are key actors in the good implementation of prevention measures such as training professionals.

Local levels and associations are also actors that need to be involved.

Action plans can only be effective in knowing the most precisely possible the environment. Thus, the opinion has to be accurate: strategies, situation and indicators existing.

· Perpetrators

Colette de Troy commented on the use of the term « therapeutic programmes for perpetrators », emphasizing on the fact that perpetrators are not ill, they are not men losing control but more men wanting more control. They have to be sanctionned. It is important to highlight the judicial part as far as the perpetrator is concerned.

But of course, awareness, training, psychological follow-ups are needed.

Example of good practice:

El Programa Fénix de la Consejería de Familia e Igualdad de Oportunidades

« Terapias para frenar al maltratador:

Castilla y León se afianza como pionera en el éxito en la atención psicológica a hombres que agreden a las mujeres »

http://www.nortecastilla.es/20090118/castilla_leon/terapias-para-frenar-maltratador-20090118.html
· Importance of education from childhood

Example of good practice:

Autobus de la igualdad

« El autobús de la igualdad recorre la provincia con cien visitas diarias »

http://www.diariodeleon.es/noticias/noticia.asp?pkid=426600
Important to raise awareness among young people: their way of life is very sexist.

· Prevention measures through media:

· International Federation of Journalists (IFJ): issued a toolkit « Portraying Politics ». It sets out to analyse production patterns and professional routines that result in these genderbased differences. 

http://www.portrayingpolitics.net/index.php
More information:

Pamela Morinière

Programme officer for authors' rights, gender and projects

International/European Federation of Journalists

www.ifj.org
pamela.moriniere@ifj.org
· Spanish association of journalists issued guidelines

· Importance of comprehensive assistance: sensibilisation, prevention, care

Importance of training professionals specialised in this area in order to prevent and protect.

Importance of professional integration of the victims: for them to return to a normal life and be independent (economic, psychologic, judicial, health care).

The concept must be extended to the whole environment surrounding the family, not only the couple only. Children and other members of the family can be affected too, by this violence.
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