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AER Citizens’ Forum

Lyon, 2009 

Concept paper

1. Introduction

Democracy is one of the European Union’s mainstays. Citizens of the EU should thus play a major role in defining what Europe is and what it is made for. 

But European democracy has recently been through a period of doubts. This was shown to be true after several jolts in various ratification processes or after the low turnout at the Parliamentary elections in June 2009. 

The European Union seems to be loosing touch with its citizens. 

There seems to be an understanding gap between those who make Europe and those for whom it is made. Bridging this gap implies bringing both sides together: it implies bringing European democracy closer to its citizens. That is exactly what the Assembly of European Regions (AER) seeks to do with its Citizens’ Forum.

The AER is a regional-level cross-boarder organisation that intends to promote regional cooperation, defend the principles of subsidiarity and foster political and economic integration of the EU.

The AER Citizens’ Forums aim at promoting participatory democracy within Europe. Indeed, when directly explained and discussed, complicated European issues can be better understood both by citizens and policy makers and better match everybody’s expectations. Over a dozen of these meetings have already been held all over Europe, notably in Poland, Czech Republic, Sweden, France, the UK, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Romania and Hungary.

2. Citizens Forum in Lyon, October 17th 

The next Citizens’ Forum, held in Lyon on 17th, will be a very special one. 

Second largest city in France, Lyon is at the centre of Europe and is currently in the stage of becoming a leading European metropole. It aims at playing a prominent role as a regional capital on the European stage, alongside other major non-capital cities like Milan, Barcelona, Frankfurt… 

Likewise, Rhône-Alpes, one of the most attractive, young and economically dynamic regions in France, also aspires to become a leading European actor. 

Moreover, the issues that Europe faces today reflect both the emergency of initiating a new European dynamic and the need for a debate that would directly address, in a clear and heuristic way, the aspirations, fears and dreams that European citizens have. 

The AER Citizens’ Forum in Lyon will therefore address three big issues. First, a plenary session will enable participants to discuss the nature of Europe, what the European identity refers to and how a common European identity should be fostered – or not. Speakers will notably focus on European values, EU enlargements and even literature, as it is the grass root of our culture and common identity. During this plenary session, scholars, students and MEPs will give their views on these specific aspects and express what being part of Europe means to them. The expression of diverging views will be encouraged in order to arouse interest among the public and discussions with the panel of speakers.

Participants will then be able to attend either one of two workshops. The first workshop will focus on issues related to European governance and will address the question: “Europe, state, region: which level for what policy?”. Matters such as decision competences, public goods (education, environment, defence…), European leadership and the role of inter-regional cooperation will be discussed by a panel of speakers and give rise to a debate between them and the public.

The second workshop will address a rather technical but crucial aspect of European integration: the Euro system and tax policy in regards to economic policy. Indeed, it appears that economic integration in the euro zone has only gone half way through: monetary policy belongs to the ECB while the Maastricht treaty restricts state fiscal policy. So who can, or rather who should, implement autonomous fiscal policy? Should citizens pay a direct tax to the EU? If so, what for? Participants to the workshop will also be able to give their views on why and how the EU should foster a “green” or a “knowledge” economy before engaging speakers in a debate. 

Details of proposed topics for the workshops:
- plenary session: “Building common identity from local to global”



- What is a political identity? 

- How can you build it?



- Do EU values exist?



- Do we have a common European culture? (e.g.: literature in Europe)



- Should the EU conduct further enlargements?

- workshop 1: “Europe, state, region: which level for what policy?”



- What are the different levels of decision making in the EU?



- What is a “public good?”



- Who is the boss of Europe?



- Are states and regions still relevant?



- Is inter-regional cooperation a good thing?

- workshop 2: “European economics: fiscal policy, what for?”



- What is an “Optimal monetary zone?”



- What does the Euro implies in terms of state politics? 



- Should the EU directly tax its citizens?



- What should the EU long-term objectives be?



- What does “knowledge” or “green economy” refers to?



- Green versus greed’s economy

Methodology

The plenary session and both workshops all intend to bring European leaders and citizens to a close. They will therefore alternate scholarly interventions, student interventions, political interventions and debates. A student or a journalist will moderate all sessions in order to spark off discussions between participants and speakers. 

3. Proposed outline of the Citizens’ Forum

The European Citizen’s Forum in Lyon will be a half-day event, organized in French at the University Lumière Lyon 2. Other possible locations include the ENS-LSH, the IEP of Lyon or the Regional Council. 

The Forum will be scheduled as follows.

	Time
	Place
	Program
	Content
	Proposed speakers

	8h30-9h00
	Hall
	Registration
	Participants are given a badge
	-

	9h00-9h15
	Grand amphi
	Opening speech 
	Presentation of the program, its aim and Host’s intentions
	Chairman and/or Host and/or student

	9h15-10h30
	Grand amphi
	Plenary session: building the European identity from local to global
	Participants attends a series of short lectures (45’) followed by Q&A to the panel (45’)
	Academics

Students

MEPs

	10h30-11h00
	Hall
	Break
	Participants indulge in a cup of coffee/tea
	-

	11h00-

12h30
	Room 1
	Workshop 2: politics
	Participants split in 2 groups and engage with scholars, MEPs and students on different topics (30’ interventions; 60’ Q&A to the panel)
	Academics

Students

MEPs

	
	Room 2
	Workshop 3: economics
	
	Academics

Students

MEPs

	12h30-13h00


	Grand amphi
	Conclusions, last Q&A
	Participants all gather again, last Q&A 
	Panel of speakers

MEPs

	13h00 - 
	Hall
	Pot de l’amitié européenne
	Participants share lunch and a drink 
	-





